
NIXON PENS BILL INTO LALAWW
'

4, 1I Want You to BeBe-

Among

Be-

AmongAmong the First toto-

Know
to-

KnowKnow . . .' Nixon SaysSaysB-

yBy MADELYNh1ADELYNMADEL YN SHULMANSHULMAN-

Staff
SHULMAN-

StaffStaff Writer

In a ceremonycercmonycererttonycercmonynarkedcererttonynarked.narkednarked., narkedonlyonly bybyaa specialspecialtapedtapedtapedmessagemessagemessage-
toto the contentioncon ention ofofthethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatives-
the

Natives-
thethe President ofofthethe United States signed the Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tivc
Na-

tive
¬-

tivetivc ClaimsClair'lsClairls' Act of 1971 into law shortly before 1 p.mpm., .,

Alaska Standard TimeTiine , Saturday ,. DecemberDecernber 18 , 1971..

StandingStandmg motionless , overo.eroer'.

AnchorageConvention600 delegates to the Anchorage
Convention of the AFN listenedlistened-
toto President Nixon'sNixons'own'sowns"' ' brief mesmes-mes-

sage

mes-

sage

¬-

sage .

"II"' 11appreciateappreciate this opportuopportu-opportu-
nity

¬.-

nitynlty to presentpr sent my greetings andand-

best
and-

bestbest wishes to the convention ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska FederationFederation-Federationof'- of NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives . I want you to be amongamong-
the

among-
thethe first to know that I! havehave-

Just
have-

justjust signed the Alaska NativeNative-
Chums

Native-
ClaimsClaimsChums Settlement Act..

'ThisThis"This'"' is a milestone in AlaAla-Ala-
ska's

Ala-
ska's

¬-

ska'sskas' History andandininm the wayway-
our

way-
ourour government dealsdealsl.llhwith\l.llhl.llhl.llhnawithna\. nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives and Indian people . ItIt-

shows
It-

showsshows that institutionsmstltutlOns of gogo-gogo-

vernment
¬.-

vernment are responsiveresponsive-
"As

responsive-
"As

responsive-
"As"AsAs" we developedde eloped this bill ,

Vice President Agnew and I werewere-
In

were-
inin close consultation With youryour-
president

your-
presidentpresident Don Wright.. DonDon-
WrIght

Don-
WrightWright ably and vigorously rere-rere-

presented
re-

presented
¬-

presented you in Washington .

My congratulations go also to

Senator Ted Stevens , to WallyWally-
Hickel

Wally-
HickelHickel , to those of both partiesparties-
l.ho

parties-
whowho\l.hol.ho\. helped . Best wishes inIn-

your
in-

youryour convention ..
"

The President'sPresidents'' message camecame-

Just
came-

justjust a briefbnef hour after delegatesdelegates-
toto the AFN Convention voted
511 to 56 to ask that the PresiPreslPresi-Presi-

dent
'-

dent sign the billbill-whichbillwhich-which propro-propro-
vides

-
¬

videsvldes forror a 40 million acre landland-

settlement
land-

settlementsettlement , almost one billionbbillion-

dollars
lIonlIon-

dollarsdollars in federal appropriationsappropriatIOns-
andand proceeds from a 2 per centcent-
minerai

cent-
mineralmineralmineraimineralroyaltyroyalty .

In a vote taken by regions ,

the Arctic Slope Native AssoAsso-Asso-

ciatIOn
Asso-

ciation
¬-

ciation and the AFN WashingtonWashington-
chapter

Washington-
chapterchapter voted No . The votevote-
was

vote-
waswas antichmacticanticlimactic Most nativenative-
delegates

native-
delegatesdelegates seemed partially pleaplea-plea-
sed

¬.-

sedsedoverover the bill-partiallybillpartiallybillpartially-
disappoIntedpartially

billpartially-
disappointedpartially

-
disappomted-partiallydisappomtedpartiallydisappoInted-partiallydisappoInted- bewilbewil-bewil-
dered

¬.-

deredderedasas to where to go nextnext-
now

next-
nownow that this fight is over..

( Continued on Page 6)6)
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RISE NOW FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES-STATESSTATES-
AFN

STATES-
AFN

STATES-
AFN

-
AFN delegates stand to listen to a message from PresidentPresident-
Nixon

President-
NixonNixon saying he has just signed the Alaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Act
Claims-

ActAct InI n the lower left hand corner stands former GovernorGovernor-
ofofofIaAlaska/\IaIa/\ ka and formerformcr U.SUS. . SecretarySccrctary of thethc InteriorIntcrrorIntcrrorNaltcrWalter\NaltcrNaltcrNaltcr-
J

Walter-
J \J . HickelHrckel.. Next to him is Howard Rock , editor of the TUNDRA

-
TIMES After the President'sPresidents' message , which congratulatedcongratulated-
Governor

congratulated-
GovernorGovernor HickelHrckel and Alaskan Senator Ted Stevens ,. those twotwo-
dignitaries

two-
dignitariesdignitaries addressed the conventionconvent Ion .

"II" still say the AlaskanAI skan nativesnztlvesn2tives have no legal rightsrrghts to thethe-
la'1d

the-
landlandla'1dla1d' ,.

" WickeHlcelHichel," ! said , "WhatWhat"Wh'ltWhlt" ' they have is a moral right ".



President Signs Bill . . .
( ContInued from page 1)1)

_- FollowingFollowmg the President'sPresidentsPresident's-
speech

President's-
speech

'

speech , ex-governorexgovernor- and ex-exex-

Secretary
exex-

Secretary

-.

Secretary of the InteriorIntenor WalterWalter-

JJ1.. Hickel , AFN President DonDon-

Wright

Don-

WrightWright and Senator Ted StevensStevens-

RAlaska
Stevens-

RAlaska(R-AlaskaRAlaska- ) gave speeches to thethe-

conventIOn

the-

conventionconvention .

"TheThe" native people did notnot-

have

not-

havehave a legal claim , they had aa-

moral

a-

moralmoral claimclalffi ," said Hickel..

"We'reWere" ' startingstartmg on a newnew-

erathe
new-

eratheera-theerathe- post settlement era ,"

said AFN President Don WrightWnght..
"ByBy" no means is it over , it'sitsIt'S-

Just

it's-

just
''

just beginningbegmmng ," he said .

Senator Stevens defended thethe-

"secret

the-

"secret"secretsecret" meeting " two weeks agoago-

at

ago-

atat which he , Congressman NickNick-

Begich

Nick-

BegichBegich , Senator Gravel and GoGo-Go-

vernor

Go-

vernor

¬-

vernor Egan came together toto-

devise

to-

devisedevise an Alaska DelepationDelegation popo-popo-

sitIOn

po-

sition

¬-

sition which they would presentpresent-
toto the whole Conference ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee

¬-

mittee .

"I'mIm" '' hopeful that all of youyou-

realIZe

you-

realizerealize the somber duty youyou-

have
you-

havehave ," Stevens saids d . "InIn" recentrecent-
rustory

recent-
historyhistoryrustory there has not been aa-

settlement
a-

settlementsettlement of this type that doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot require a plan submittedsubmittedinm10in1-
0advance

in-

advanceadvance to Congress or to thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary of the InteriorIntenor .
"

"YouYou"YY" ou will carry the burdenburden-
not

burden-
notnot onlyonJy for your grandchildrengrandchildren-
toto come but for those IndianIndian-

groups
Indian-

groupsgroups in the lower 48 thatthat-

still
that-

stillstill seekseeksettlementsettlement of theirtheir-

claims
their-

claimsclaims . The eyes of the nationnation-
will

nation-
willwill be on you as you acquireacqulfeacqulfe-
substantial

acquire-
substantialsubstantial assets and managemanage-

your
manage-

youryour own affairs .
"

"ThereThere" are thingsthmgs inm this billbill-

that
bill-

thatthat some of you do not likehke .

Some of them I put there ,"
Stevens said .

"WithWith" that he defended propro-pro-

visions

¬.-

visions of the act which provideproVIde-

that
provide-

thatthat 10 per cent of the moneymoney-
received

money-
receivedreceived by regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions must be distributed perper-

capita
per-

capitacapita on an annual basis .

The purpose of this ,. StevensStevens-
claims

Stevens-
claimsclaims ,, is that the native oldold-

people
old-

peoplepeople can see somethingsometrung of thethe-

land
the-

landland settlement todaytoday-nottodaynot-not waitwait-

for
wait-

forfor the future .

"GodGod" guide you and GodGod-

bless

God-

blessbless you and please rememberremember-
those

remember-
thosethose that will come after youyou-

and
you-

andand those that came before you ,"
he ended . ,

The two native associationsassociations-
who

associations-
whowho voted against the billbilI havehave-

serious
have-

seriousserious reservations about itIt..

The Arctic Slope Native AssoAsso-Asso-
ciation

Asso-

ciation
-¬-

ciation sent a protest telegramtelegram-
toto President NixonNix tl on Saturdayaturday .

AccordingAccordinK to the provisionsproV 5ions

of the Act , Petroleum ReserveReserv-
eNo.4

Reserve-

NoNoNo.4No4. 4 , the North Slope WilderWilder-Wilder-

ness
Wilder-

ness

¬-

ness Refuges and the PrudhoePrudhoe-
Bay

Prudhoe-
BayBay Oilall fields are all closedclosed-

to
closed-

toto native subsurface selections .

These provisions mean a cutcut-

off
cut-

offoff of revenue to these villagesvIllages-

amountmg
villages-

amountingamountingamountmg to many billionsbilhons ofof-

dollars
of-

dollarsdollars .

Another strong protestor isIS-

the
is-

thethe WashingtonWashmgton Chapter of thethe-

AFNwhlcft
the-

AFNwhichAFN-whichAFNwhichAFN-whlcftwhlcft- represents manymany-

Alaskan
many-

AlaskanAlaskan natives in1 the lower 48 .

'TheThe"The'" Act discriminatesdJscnmmates agagoag-agag-

ainst

¬-

ainstnst the 13th13thregIOnregion ," comcom-com-

mented
com-

mented
¬-

mented GeojgeGeQrgeGeorge Walters , PresPres-Pres-

dent
Pres-

ident
¬-

identdent, of AFN WashingtonWashmgton ChapChap-Chap-

ter
Chap-

ter
¬-

ter . AlaskanAJaskan natives livinglivl g outout-out-

side
out-

side
¬-

side Alaska may choose to enrollenroll-

baek
enroll-

backbackbaek to their native regionalregIOna-

lcorporation
regiona-

lcorporationcorporation or to form a 13th13th-

corporation
13th-

corporationcorporation .

Such a corporation givesgives-
them

gives-
themthem control ( on aa per capitacapIta-
basis

capita-
basisbasis ) over money , but no accessaccess-

to
access-

toto land .

EarlierEarher SaturdaySatur ay ,;' Emil NottiNottl ,

past president of the AFN toldtold-

the
told-

thethe convention about the daysdays-

when
days-

whenwhen the AFN began .

"II" wrote to people we didn'tdidntdidn't-
know

didn't-
know

'

know ,
" he told the group ,"

people like Willie Hensley . OneOne-

ofoff the early supporters waswas-

Howard
was-

HowardHoward Rock who gave usus-

publicity
us-

publicitypublicity in10 the TUNpRATUNpRA-
TIMES

TUNPRA-
TIMESTIMES .

There have been many sacrisacnsacri-sacri-

fices

¬.-

ficesfiees and great expense to manymany-

people
many-

peoplepeople .. " Among the peoplepeople-

he
people-

hehe saluted , no longer with us"",

were Nick Gray , Wilma KetzlerKetzler-
Albert

Ketzler-
AlbertAlbert Kaloa .

WillieWilhe Hensley , NottiNaill related ,

took out a 10,00010000, life insurancemsurancemsurance-
policy

insurance-
policypolicy and made AFN the benebene-bene-

ficiary
bene-

ficiary

¬-

ficiary . Delegates traveled toto-

board
to-

boardboard meetingsmeetmgs and conventionsconventions-
onon their own time and money-moneymoney-
before

money-
before

money-
before

-
before travel pay and per diem .

"WhatWhat" made us respectable ,
"

said NottiNot1iNotts , "waswas" when ArthurArthur-
Goldberg

Arthur-
GoldbergGoldberg consented to be ourour-

chief
our-

chiefchief counsel.." "WhenWhen" ArthurArthur-
Goldberg

Arthur-
GoldbergGoldberg , former Attorney GenGen-Gen-

eral
Gen-

eral

¬-

eral , former Justice of the SuSu-SuSu-

preme
Su-

preme

¬-

preme Court came before ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress

¬-

gress and said , 'II' consider this aa-

matter
a-

mattermatter of NationaHnterestNational interest , ' thatthat-

made
that-

mademade land claimsclaimssclaimsriousserioussseriousrious . "

-" 'ThenThen"Then'" , the Federal FieldField-

CommissIOn
Field-

CommissionCommission report was signifisignifi-signif-
icant

signifi-

cant

¬-

cant.. I don'tdont' know of any ofof-

us
of-

usus have read that cover to covercovcover-

but
rr-

butbut there is one line IrememberIremember ,"
'ItIt' is conceivable that thethe-

nahves
the-

nativesnativesnahves can prove ownership ofof-

all

of-

allall of Alaska .''


