North Siope Bbrough Proposal-

... Boroughs Dragged Kicking, Screaming Into Existence’

Since the founding . of Ala-
ska, the unorganized borough
has™ included most of Alaska’s

native villages and provided un
obstacle to development of local
self-government in these arcus.

Juneau, thousands of miles
away from much of the unor-
ganized borough, has struggled
to provide any type of essen-
tial services for these vast areas
Duning the 1960s. when many
of the state’s boroughs orga-
nized. native villages with their
poverty and social  problems
were left out.  To this date.
most have no high school faci-
lities, sewage. water and electri-
city s still in the process ot
being installed

As an example, when the
Juneau borough organized, ac-
cording to local  government
consultant Robert Dupere, 1t
was structured to exclude South-
east Indian villages.  In one
instance, when the acquistion
of a large island with valuable
timber resources was consitlered,
it was turned down by the
School Board in Juneau due 10

thie problems of having to run a

native village school.

As a rules as Dupere test-
fied in Barrow two weeks ago
at a Local Boundary Commis-

sion heaning on the North Slope
Borough Proposal “Alaska’s or-
gamzed boroughs were dragged
Kicking and screaming into expe

stence

Most ot them. according to
the State Comstitution,  were
“mandatory.” The  problems

of local government have filled
the pages of the Anchorage press
tor months

Outlying residents, atrad ot
paying extra taxes. continuully
vote aganst expansion ot the
Anghorage Botough. and perpe-
tuats duplication of services in
that rupidly expanding area

“Had we been toyimg with
the 1dea of a smull ¥nd trouble-
some borough hke most
roughs are,” testihied Eben Hop-
son, Special Assistant to Gover-
nor Egan, at hearings before
the Local Boundary Commussion,
“we would not have included
the.whole _nogth slope.  Let me
also remind’the Commussion that
this administration 1s very sensi-
tive to the problems ot the
“Bush™ and has been wvery res-
ponsive in this respect.”

In an interview with Speaker

bo-
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North Slope Borough Proposal.....

of the Alaska Hoyse Gene Guess
(D-Anchorage) last week in the
ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS,
Guess told news. reporter Allan
Frank that the North Slope bo-
rough proposal may be a cata-
dyst for a major rewriting of
local government laws in the
1977 legislative session.

“There will be some propo-
sal on government in the un-
organized borough and a Depart-
ment of Community Affairs,”
he said.

“The administraion is con-
sidering some sort of measure
this wouldn't be just the North
Slope Borough—it would be go-
vernment in the * unarganized
borough,”

“There is really, really a need
for getting some type of regional
government in rural  Alaska,”
Guess said.

The Arctic Slope Native ‘Asso-
ciation has petitioned the Local
Affairs agency for a 56 million
acre borough, stretching from
the Brooks Range to the Arctic
to the Arctic Ocean. It would
include and tax the rich Prud-
hoe Bay oil fields.

Oil companies are the major
opposition to the move. At
hearings in Barrow this  past
month, four representatives
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from major oil companies ap-
peared to present testimony
opposed to the Slope Borough
proposal. They argued that it
would result in inequitable dis-

tribution of the oil wealth.
The ASNA argues that their

_proposed borough fulfills the

conditions set out according to
Title VII of the Alaska Statutes
as well, or better than any other
borough in the state.

With the borough form of
government, they argue, they
could tax the oil.companies and
use their 10 per cent of state
selected lands to develop com-
munity services and an educa-
tional system.

Without the revenues, as Bar-
row City -Manager, Jack Cheno-
with testufied, Barrow, at least
faces a bleak future.

It's, budget of  $120,000
$70,000 from sales tux  und
$50,000 matching funds pro-
vides little room for expansion

The five communities ol the
North  Slope-Barrow,  Wai-
wright, Point Hope, Anaktuvuk
Pass and Kaktovik live in condi-

tions which are in stark conirast
to urban Alaska. They argue
that since the State of Alaska
gained its $900,000,000 oil bo-
nanza from Prudhoe Bay two
years ago, none of that money
has  gone back to the/ Slope.
Only by an independent tax
base, argues ASNA  President
Joseph Upicksoun, can they be
sure services will be provided.

Last week Local Affairs Agen-
¢y Head Byron Mallott contrac-
ted the University "ot Alaska
Institute  of  Social Economuc,
Government Research to study
the heaning and testimony truns-
cripts for the North Slope ho-
rough and complete an evalua-
uon.

“What they are looking tor
15 plan for local government
- rural Alaskas T othink”™ sad
ISEGR protessor Thomas More-
house.  The transeript on the
borough proposal is sull open,
according to Mullott and the
Local Bounduary™ agency  vall
meet early i Junuary to make
its decision.



