Were Rights Bought?—

Aleut Scores Criticism
Of Natives on Claims

March 11, 1968

Dear Editor:; |

Before | go on, | want to make it cleor that this letter is
mainly based on my personal feelings. You and many others
may not agree with a word | say, but as an American citizen
| will take full advantage of my rights to say what | thisk.

| am an Alaskan born Native and so are my parents and their
parents. My people were well known os Aleuts way back in
history and today we are recognized as Natives of Alaskq
and there is evidence that we Natives were on this land long
before the Russians set sail for Alaska.

After Alaska was purchased from Russio, we Natives be-
came fil American citizens, did we not?

-

Are there ony documents in mmmh our
rights from this lond were also bought? 1f not, that is why
we are fighting for our rights, and we are not forbidding any
American citizen from our land regardiess of their race, od
yet the Natives are being criticized for their land :hiah
and you mame. the rest, just becouse we are trying to protect
our own rights.

What about the foreignersthat are slowly moving in to our
home land, the Jopanese and Koreons. Why don’t somebody
do something to keep the foreigners away? Let us Natives be,
we are American citizens ond this great land of Alaska is ow
home, that is why we too serve in our Amed Forces, o help

protect our Constitution, our laws, and further more our
Freedom.

Todoy, we have o son in the Amed Forces serving his
country and from this some village we have young men over
in Viet Nom needlessly facing certoin death right at thi s
moment. There are great many people that are ogainstthe
‘war in Viet Nam, andwhat ore these people doing to stop it?
Don’t they realize that we are already involved in o wor with
no end in sight? Starting from the top, our Armed Forces
right down %o the individual who is personclly fighting his
own war in order fo syrvive? Tlui: is wha* we Naivesam
hhmgpﬁ'ih too.

.What do oor land rights have 1o do with some individuals
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