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sTHETHE STRANGE TURNABOUTTURNABOUTO-
neOne of theth . puzzlingpJZlingp JZling: things to see in Alaska today ,

especiallyupecial/yupecialy/ wherewhetewhets thedi. climate is the coldest , is thethe-
wa

the-
waywaywa)' some of the Native peoplepeopl . dress comparedcomparedwithwithwit-
hnoliNatins

with-
nodNativesnod-NativesnodNativesnoli-NatinsnoliNatins- . This Is especially.peelaUrpeelaUr. true among the young
NativeNatinyoungNatinyoungNativepeoplepeopl . .. TheseTh.seThse. young Natives areor. dressing mortmoremore-
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ilikelike whilewhite peoplepeoRle and the white peoplepe.oplepeople.

, , to a noticablnoticabnoticabI4noticabI4-
extent

!

extent , are beginning tota dress more in traditional EskimoEskimo-
attire

EskimoEskimo-
attireattire .

The editor once receivedreceivedIreceivedagIa( letter in which the writerwriter-
wondered

writer-
wonderedwonderedwonderedwhywhy some of the white people were wearingwearing-
mukluks

wearing-
mukluksmukluks while the Native youngsters were wearing tennistennis-
shoes.and

tenni-
sshoesandshoes-andshoesandshoes-.andshoes.and.andshoes--and-- .- this in coldcoldwinterwinter weather . This is alsoalso-
Irue

also-
truetrueIrue in wearing ofofparkasparkas . More andandmoremore white peoplepeople-
areare wearing them while the young Native people seemseem-
to

seem-
toto prefer jacketslacketslockets andandotherother less warmworm clothes . WhatWhot isis-
the

is-
thethe reason behind this ? Is acculturation working bothboth-
ways

bot-
hwayswaysways'?waysThe

The Native people through the centuriescenhHles past learnedlearned-

toto dress for the weather and the designs andandutilitarianutilitarianutilitarian-

aspects
utilitarian-

aspectsaspects of the clothing they ultimately designed , werewere-

lust

were-

lustlust about the best to wear under the. severe climatic concon-con-
ditions

con-
ditions

¬-

ditions . Since Alaska will be a coldcoldcountrycountry for a longlong-

time

long-

timetime to come, the basic designs of the oldtime EskimosEskimos-
will

Eskimos-
willwill , no doubt, influence the winter attireattire in Alaska atat-
least

at-
leastleast . As farfor as non-NativesnonNativesnon-NnonN- tives are cqncernedconcerned , they havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen pretty much influenced because they have foundfound-
that

found-
thatthat suchsuchwinterwinter wear is the best under the conditions .

Really coldcoldweatherweather has no respect for ill-designedilldesignedilldesigned-
cloihing

illdesigned-
clothing

-

clothingcloihing .

Acculturation of the Native people to Western stylesstyles-
Inin Alaska , in the northern areas especially , has beenbeen-

gOing

been-

goinggoing on for about 75 years , However , during that time ,

the acculturationaccul turatlon agents of the West hovehave not quiteqUlle beenbeen-

able

been-

ableable to talk the Eskimos out of their parkas , the olderolder-
ones

older-
onesones anyway , but theytheyapparentlyapparently have mademode some inin-inin-

roads
¬.-

roads as fqr as younger people are concerned . This waswas-
done

was-
donedone probably bybymakingmaking them ashamedashamedofof the things theythey-
traditionally

they-
traditionallytraditionally had , even of those things that have beenbeen-
proven

been-
provenproven tota be most practicalpracticalandandandusefuluseful..

On the other hand , even though the Native peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave not mademode concertedconcertedeffortsefforts to acculturate the whjtewhitewhite-
people

white-
peoplepeople intointa their traditionaltraditionalwaysways , mnnymany non-NotivesnonNotivesnon-Nntivf15Nntivf15non-NativesNatives- havehavhave-
found

!
found that parkas , andandmukluksmukluks , were indeed the bestbest-
kind

best-
kintlkindkintlkindofkintlofofofwinterwinter attireallire in Alaska . They have found themthem-

to

them-

toto be bothbothutilitarianutilitarian as wellwellasas attractive . They havehave-
discovered

have-
discovereddiscovered that such dress is the best insurance againstagainst-
being

against-
beingbeing frozen to death . It is rather ironic tota note thatthat-
qUite

that-

quitequite aa-'fewa-few' few white people are doing things directly oppooppa-oppaoppo-oppa-

site
oppo-

site
¬-

site their own acculturation agents in adopting some ofof-

the

of-

thethe Native peoples ' traditionaltraditionalwearwear . They are findingfinding-
out

finding-
outout that what works best in the temperate zones doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
always

doesn't-
always

'
always work in Alaska .

There willwllrllrof, ofofcoursecourse , be a great dealdealofofacculturationofacculturationofocculocculacculturation-

of

turotionturotion-

ofof the NativeNoh.eNoheNature;. people of Alaska in the future , but we don'tdontdon't-
think

don't-
think

'
think that thosethase who might profess thatthot Western waysways-
are

ways-
areare the best in the wotldworldwotldareworldareoreare altogether correct . TheyThey-
should

They-
shouldshould , at least , consider andandrespectrespect those thingsthings-thatthingsthatthingsthat-
have

that.that.-.that-

havehave been provenpraven tota be practicalprachpracticalandololandandandusefulusefulusefulahdusefulandandahd perhapsperhaps-
leav

perhaps-
leave1eov6leaveleav them alone . .' Instead , there should be an opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunity given the people in Alaska , bothbothnonNotinbothnonNativenon-NativenonNativenon-NotinNotin- andand-
Native

and-
NativeNative , a freer handhond in getting used to one another'sanothersa.nother'sa.nothersa.nother's-
ways

another's-
ways

. '
ways . If given this opportunity , bothbothpeoplespeoples couldcould-
prabably

could-
probablyprobablyprabably workworkcooperativelycooperatively and figure things outaut thatthat-
would

that-
wouldwouldwouldwarkwouldworkworkwark best in this unique land-AlaskalandAlaskaland--AlaskaIan d-AlaskadAlaska-.- - .


