
Letter to GovGov1.. About HydaburgHydabrgHydab rg ' CanneryCanri(1ryCanri1ryCann'erylCanneryl
'

( '

1)

\ . ( Editor'sEditorsEd'orsEdors; ' '; Note ;: Robertoberl MandellMamlell , a VISTA VolunteerVolwl/eerVolwleer/ , wrotewrote-

to, to Governor William A-AAEganA -. Egan aboutaboUI the closure of the villagevillage'o-
f

village-
of

'-
of

o-f'-of
o-f'of Hydaburg'sHydaburgsflydaburg'sflydaburgs' fis.hfishfihhfis.hcanneryfi .

h -cannerycanneryannery-' by the Bureau cfof Indian AffairAffairllAffairs*.
InInfish.ishis/fisfis/. letterlellet to10 theIhe editor , Mandell6fandell wrotewtote in partpar I: "II"Iam" amam-

enclosing
am-

enclosingenclosing a letterletlerletler.uhichwhich/.uhich.uhichfuhich/. I1 wrote to10 thethQ Governor-GovernorGovernorThis.;.- This letterlellerleller-
concerns

letter-
concernsconcerns more thanIhan theIhe SoutheastSoulheast Alaska region . ItII dealsdea/IIdeaIIdeaII-
wi'th

deals-
with

/
withwi'th' theIhe democraticdemocralic process which has been denied the peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof Hydaburg two years in a0 row .

"ThisThis" year again, we are asking for a fair and impartialimpartial-
hearing

impartial-
hearinghearing. We need thethgth support oof( Alaskans so that the demodemo-demo-
cratic

demo-

cratic
-¬-

cratic processprocess will not be denied the few , simply becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey are the'' few . '

". . . AJasfeonsAlaskans brag thaithat they help eacheacholhereachotherolhcrolherother out . TheThe-

&mall

The-

smallsma//sma&mallmallsmallsmapowerless& / /, powerlesspower/esspoweress/ village ofoflydaburgHydaburg/lydaburglydaburg/ needs legal counsel , aa-
fair

a-
fairfair and impartial hearing, and your letterslet/ersleters/ . At the presentpresenlpresenl-
lime

present-
timetimelime we have,, none of these things . I hope you will helphelp-
u

help-
ususu out . "II" )

. . .
BoxBoBox 173173-
Hydaburg. HydaburgHydabug, , AlaskaAlaska-
January

Alaska-
JanuaryJanuary 2222,, 19661966-

D"ar

1966-
DearDearD"arDar" Governor Egan :

My name is RobertRaberl Mandell , and IIamam a VISTA VolunteerVolunleer .

IIamam presentlypresenllypresenllyslallanedpresentlystationedstationedslallanedstationedinin'" Hydaburg . In'nn' theIhe speech youyou-
gavegave at01 our DecemberDllcember 10 graduationgradualion , yoi/yoiyouyoisaid/ said , "IfIf" you diddidnonono-
mare

no-
moremoremare thanIhan articulatearllculale theIhe special , pressing needs of01 theseIhese vilvei-

lloges
,d-dd-

loges
¬-

lagesloges , you would be performingperlormlng a greatgreol service. ButBul with youryour-

you

your-

youyou will be able to10 do muchmuchmoremore . In no otherolher situationsiluallon
you hovehave suchsuchanan opportunityopportunily to10 use your own udgmentjudgment|( andand-
Implement

and-
implementimplement ideas . ItII should be kept in mind the villages inIn-

whl
in-

whichwhichwhl<: h you willwdlwdlservewillserveserve have asked forlor you . AndAndalwaysalways rememremem-remem-
ber

remem-
ber

¬-

ber thatIhot theIhe fine Alaskans withwithwhomwhom you will be working areare-
able

are-
ableable , intelligentInleiligenl citizensclbizens ."

Dear Governor Egan , I findInd, that IImuslImustmustmusl do more than articuarticu-articu-
late

articu-
late

¬-

late the needs of01 the people of01 Hydaburg ; I find thatthaI IImustmustmust-
defend

must-
defenddefend theirthe" rights as human beings , andandasas citizensclllzens of01' theIheIhe-
Unlled

the-
UnitedUnitedUnlled StatesSlales of01 America .,

S.nceSnceSince. myly arrivalamvalamvalInarrivalinin Hydaburg , theIhe peoplepeoplll havehavIIhove beenbllen won-wonwon-
ther

won-
dering

won-
dering

-

dering whetherther or not theirthe " fishIshcanneryfishcannery, sh cannerycannerywouldwouldwouldoperateoperate thisththis-
season

, ss-

seasonseason ., They toldlaidlaidmetoldmeme thatIhal theirthell canneryconnery diddidnotnot operate lastlast-
year

last-
yearyear because the Bureau of Indian AffairsAffolls closeddoseddosedItcloseditit down .
The BIAsaidBlAsaidBIA said thatIhalllit was notnol practicalpracllcalloto operate thethll ccanneriescanneries-
atat both HydaburgHydaburgandand Klawock . Since theIhe BIAownsBIA owns aiandandoperoper-operoper-
ates

oper-
ates

r _ . -

ates bothbothcanneriescanneries , they chose KlawockKlawockoverover HydaburgHydoburg bebe-bebe-
cause

be-
cause

-¬-

cause theirthell cannery could be operatedoperatedatat a lower cost .

This year the BIABIAofficialsofficials camecome to Hydaburg . IIwaswas for-forlor-lorfor-
igh

lor-

tunate
for-

tunate
-

tunate' ' enoughigh to be at the townlawn meeting '-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd'and hear their arcju-arcjuargu-arguarcju-

he
argu-

ments
argu-

ments
-

ments . Thehe officials saidsOld that they do not have enoughenough-
funds

enough-
fundsfunds 10to operatewit* both the canneries atElt KlawockKlawockandand Hydaburg .

They then proceededided to tell the people of Hydaburg that theirthetheir-
cannery

"
cannerycannerywouldwouldwouldnotiuld not operate . The following101l9wing is a briefbriel descripdescrip-descrip-
tion

descrip-
tion

-

tion ofofwhatwhatt occurredoccurredatat thisIhisIhi s year'syears' meeting .

First IIwouldwouldould like to telllell you aboutaboul Robert Sanderson .

Mr.SandersonMrSanderson. I-IOUMIIOUM- was an honor studentsludenl in highhighschoolschoolschoolandandandcollege"JJ" college-" - .
He couldd have ,

andandsldlandstillstillsldlsldlcanstillcancan get an excellent joljabjobjabawayjobawayaway fromfrom-

hi

from-

hishishi s villagevdloge . But Robert Sanderson has dedicateddedicaled hishi s lifehfe to1010-
hi

to-
hishishi s people , and has remainedremOinedremOinedInremainedinin Hydaburg as acting CityCilyCily-
Clerk

City-
ClerkClerk . In short , RobertRoberl Sanderson isI S one of those "ableable" , intel-intelmlel-mlelintel-

ens
mlel-

Ilgent
intel-

ligent
--

Ilgentligent citizensens " you mentionedmentionedInin your speech to10 us .

Mr . Sandersoniderson actedactedasas the chiefchel, defense for Hydaburg .,

Following is.ss. Ia<<j briefbrtef descriptionducptlon. , of the arguments that werewere-
presented

were-
presentedpresented for andandagmnsllheandagainstagainstagmnsllhethe operation of01 theIhe Hydaburg cannery .

The BIABIAoffcialsBlAofficialsofficialsoffcials, statedslated thatIhal :

11.. There are not enough funds available to operate bothboth-
canne

both-

canneriescannecanneries" es .

2 . It is.. more economical to operate Klavjpck'sKlavjpcksKla\ck'sKlack'scksKlavock'sKlavocks,\,? ' cannery be-bebe-
cause

be-
cause

--

causecausea
a . ItIIIiss betterbeller equipped .

b . It needsIs less repairrepall .
Robert Sandersonrson broughtbroughl outoul theseIhese factslacts :

I . The cannery at01 Hydaburg isISi ; more modern .

a . ItII was builtbuiltatat leastleasl X3J30 years after theIhe Kla\KlaKla-
cannery

KlawockKlawock-
cannery

Klawock-
cannery

\
'

cannery andandsoso it needs less repair andandIandisisI s imoremore-
modem

more-
modemmodem .

22_. The. canneryjry atof HydaburgHydaborg hasha s deep enoughenoughwaterswa-wawa-
allow

waters* " - 10to10-
allow

to-
al

-
allowal low large ships to10 loadloadrightrightrighl atallhethe cannerycannery-incanneryincanneryin-
Klawock

canneryin-
Klawock

.-
KlawockKlawocksmaller> ck smaller boatsboots must takelake fishIishIi sh from theIhe can-cancan-
nery

can-
nery

< -
nery outiut to theIhe large freightersfreighlers whichwhichcannolwhichcannotcannotcannol cocomecome-
right

come-
rightright next to Klawock'sKlawocks' canneryconnery becausebecoose theIhe waterswalerswalers-
are

waters-
areare notnol deep enoughenollgh .

3.3. Mr . Sanderson askedaskedwhywhy $50,00050000$50,000In$ , in capitalcapllal iiii-
was

improve-improveimprove-
ments

improve-
ments

--
ments waswo needed lastlasllost season forlor Klawock'sKlawocksKlawack'sKlawacksKlowock'sKlowocksKlawack's-
cannery

Klowock's-
cannery

'

canneryry ifiI'liIlifitit' isI S in such fine shape ., No directdirect-
answer

direct-
answeranswer to10 theIhe question .

4 . Mr ., Sanderson asked how muchmuchcheapercheaper itII was andandISisIS-
to

is-
totoHydaburg'sAnsweroperateoperateKlawock'soperateKlawocksKlawock'sKlawocksKiawock'sKiawocks' canneryconnery over Hydaburg'sHydaburgs' .,

-AnswerAnswer- : We don'tdont' know exactly but they in WashiWash-WashWash-
Inglon

Wash-
ington

¬-

ngtonInglonington know .

S.5.. JrMr . Sanderson asked, if Klawock'sKlawocksKlawock ' . cannery lastlostlast-
season

lost-
seasonseason was in such fine condition andandwaswas so wellwell-
equipped

well-
equippedequipped , why was machinery , bedding , etc . ,
moved from Hydaburg'sHydaburgsHydoburg'sHydoburgs' cannery to Klawack'sKlawacksKlawock'sKlawocks' .
Answer : No reply .

6 . Mr. SandersonSandetson asked , if theIhe $50,00050000$ , that was i,i-

vested
on-ono-

nvested
n-nn-

vested
-

vested in Klawock'sKlawocks' cannerycannerywascannery-wascannerywascannerywasinvested-waswas-,- investedInv$ ted in II-

Hydaburg
thethe-

Hydaburj
the-

HydaburgHydaburgHydaburj! cannerycanner' , would it have run asosas-
cally

economi-economieconomi-
cally

economi-
cally

; -

cally? AniwerAnwerAnswerAn wer : No direct reply .
Governor Egan , IIcouldcould 90gogoonon andandonandononon , but'lbutlbutbuttbuttshall'!' shallshollshollsummarishallsummarizesuisui-

at
summarisummarizesummarize-

at
zeze-

atat this point . The fact is thatthaI HydaburgH dabdabrgrg has a0a-
newer

more modermodern ,
newer cannery . The fact is thatIhal largelarlle ships cgnconC ln<; ii-

nd
ententerr our 1Iort1Iort-

and
portport-

andandandnotnd not Klawock'sKlawocksKlowock'sKlowocks' . This cutscull down on theIhe cost of shipping .
T\leTleThe,'hehe'\ factfocI is thatthot five key officials from the BIA COULD NOTNOT-

answer
NOT-

onswer
NOT-

answeransweronswer the following question put to them by Robert Sanderson :

"InIn" whatwhllt part of the operation does KlawockKlawocksave., save money overover-
liS

over-
usUsliS ? Is ftIt In shipping costs , labor , repairs ? Y/hotYhotWhat/ is theIhe exactexaclexacliexacl-
savings

i'

swingssavings ?" ' 1*. .'
, ,< ,

The BIABIAnowBIAnowargues
,
now arguesargues that ouroor boiler needs replacementleplacementreplacement .

This willwillcoslwillcostcostcosl about J2SOOO525000$2525$ 000 ., If thIhethe. MO6.50000650000!.;O . 000 hodhad hkeen! ,.." pLtru'trutru't-
info

nltnlt-
Info

!,'"-

nstead
n-

stead
"-

nsteadof
'-
Instead

I-

nstead
'-
Insteadof

"'
info.. Hydaburg'sHydaburgs' canneryconnery Instead of Klawock'iKlawockiKlawock'sKlawocksKIKIww ck' . lastlasllost seasonseas n ,

theIhe Hydaburg canneryconnery wouldwouldnownow have a new boiler , a stillshllshll-
newer

still-
newernewer cannerycallnery by at LEAST 303J years , andandaa port where largelarge-
ships

large-
shipsships carcal;, dock .

Governor Egan , there were otherather argumentargumenl.sargumenlsarguments !. statedstaledstatedatat01 thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeetingmeetingwhichwhichwhichwerewere intelligentlynllllligently refuted by Robert SandersonSanderson-
with

Sanderson-
withwith FACTS and FIGURESFI GURES . The officials , allallofofofwhomwhom areare-
supposed

are-
supposedsupposedsupposedexperhsupposedexpertsexpertsexperh in their fieldsfelds, , diddidnotnot recite anyanv concUconciseconcise-
figures

concise-
figures

*
figures thatIhat would indicateIndicale EXACTLY why an operationoperatinn 01at01-

Klawock
at-

KlawockKlawock is cheaper to10 run than one at Hydaburg ; yet five imIm-ImIm-

porlonl

im-

portant
¬-

portantporlonl men levyflew( down from Juneau merely to state thatthat-
Hydaburg

that-
HydaburgHydaburg willwi II not operateopmale. .'

If the cannery does nornot operate thisthi s year, there will be .

manymany people out ofofworkwork . Women ondand highbighbighschoolhighschoolschoolschoolchildrenchildrenchildren-

need
children-

need ' - - - - - theirL---iliesLilies- ' - '- andand-
et

and-

to
need Ihethe money from the cannery tato support familfamiliesies ,

10to relurnreturn to school . In Ihethe poslpost , an agreement was setet up thatthaIthat-
stated

thaI-
stated

that-
statedstated , "KlawockKlawockilK"Klawockand" IawockIawockawockandand Hydaburg willwilloperalewilloperateoperateoperale alternate years . "
LastLaslLost year it was Hydaburg'sHydaburgs' turn to operate-theyoperatethey- diddidnoldidnotnotnol .

Again this year the BIA has informed Hydaburg thatthaI itil willwill-
nol

will-
notnotnol operateoperatll .

Governor Egan , as a VISTA VolunteerVolVolunun leer the Federal GovernGovern-Govern-

ment

Govern-

ment

¬-

ment in so choosing me , said in effectIIffect , "YouYou"VouVou" have a certaincerlaincertain-
degree. degreedegrlle of intelligence ondand theIhe ability to serve your countrycounlry . "
In my judgmentludgment asos a VISTA Volunteer the meeting held inin-
Hydaburg

in-
HydaburgHydaburg with theIhe BIABIAofficialsofficials was farfor less than the AmeriAmeri-Ameri-

can

Ameri-

can

¬-

can waywayofof democracydemocracyandand freedom . The peoplepeepl . of01 HydaburgHydaburg-
have

Hydaburg-
havehave a right as American citizenscitlZ ns aridndand asbS citizensclli zens of01 AlaskaAlaska-
toto fairfOir andandImpartialimpartial hearingheaflng .

Alaska has the honor of01 having theIhe only Haida village inIn-

the
in-

thethe UnitedUnlled StatesSlates . This village willwillsoonsoon be destroyeddeslroyed ifil thethe-
word

the-
wordswordsword s fairlair playpiaypi ay and democracydemocracyareare notnol putpul intoinlo effect inIn-
Hydaburg

in-
HydaburgHydaburg .

IIaskask that you use your powers as Governor to investigateInvesllgateInvesllgate-
Ih

investigat-
ethsthIhths,. s urgent mattermoiler . IIaskask that you investigateInvesllgate thi'sthis' matter soso-
Ihot

so-
thatthatIhot 250' townspeoplelownspeople andandoneone VISTAVIST A Volunteer will havehove theirIhelrIhelr-
shoken

their-
shakenshakenshoken foithfaithfaithofof the democratic process restoredrestoredIntointo the rockrock-
bed

rock-
bedbedbedofof0101allofalallal I that America shouldshaulshouldandddandand doesdoe s stand for .

RespectfullyRespectfully-

s

,

Isl/s/s/ sRobert/ RobertRoberl B . MandellMandell-
Roberl

Mandell-
RobertRobertRoberl B ., MandellMa"dellMadellMa"dell-
VI

Mandell-
VISTA

"
VISTAVI ST A VolunteerVolunleer


