
I

Y , c

yrI

-v-v-vVE-
RSATILE

. . _ ,

VERSATILEVERSATILEVERSATILEUMIAKTheUMIAK-TheUMIAKThe- Department of FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Game isI s finding that the Eskimo umiak ,

or skinbopfskloboat5k'pboat5kpboat' , isISOa veryV f'YfY' versatileverlatilevbrsatile craftcroft in itsitlitl-
study

its-
studystudystudyofofofsealsseals andandwalruswalrus in the Bering Sea5eoSao .
Manned by Eskimos , the umiakumiakconumiakcanconcan approach

- .

walrupwalrus. ondQpelandQpeleolsandsealssealseols, silently, enabling the sci-scisd-sdsci-

with

sd-
entists

sci-
entists

-

entists to observe the ananimalsimalimalss at ciacloseclose-
range

aeae-
rangerange . SuchSuchaa craftraft in ththe" above photographphotograph-
IsIs shown with three ofIIfIIfItsofitsits Eskimo crew .

Many Eskimos along Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Arctic

Alaska's-
Arctic

'

Arctic coast are lending a vivi-viv-
ita

vi-
tal

¬-
talta!talelementelement to the DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Fish and Game'sGames' seal andand-
walrus

and-
walruswalrus programs1programsprograms-programsageold'- age-oldageold--- hunthunt-hunt-
mg

-,¬
ingmg skills and stealthysteal thy skinskmskm-
boata

skin-
boatsboatsboata.

John BumsBurns ,. GomeGame BiologistBiologist-
inin10 Nome ,. has nothingnothmg but comcom-com-
pliments

com-
pliments

-¬-
pliments for the native huntershunters-
who

hunters-
whowho have volunteered theirtheIr-
laboreven

their-
laborevenlaborlabor-evenlaboreven- even inm windywmdy weatherweather-
atat 30J:) degrees below and lower .

"I'veIve"'' spent a lot of time1tme1tme-
studymg

time-
studyingstudyingstudymg walrus , " saids81d BurnsBlU71s ,.
"andand" these native boats areare-
really

are-
reallyreally the ticket for moving inin-
close

in-
closeclose to a big tusker . "

BuiltButlt by the Eskimos themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

-¬-
selves from the skinssluns of walwal-wal-
rus

wal-
rus

¬-
rus , the boats glide silently

EskimosEsIimos{ and Their Umiaks VitalVital-
In

Vital-
InIn Walrus and Seal Research

throughL'IroughLIrough' the frigid seasca. ButBut-
Bums

But-
BurnsBurnsBums points out that an EskiEskI-EskI-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-
mo at the helm is as importantimportant-
asas the boat .

"UpUp" here it justlust plainplalo makesmakes-
sense

makes-
sensesense to have an experiencedexptriencedexptrienced-
man

experienced-
manman as a partner andandwhowhowho-
could

who-
couldcould I find with moreml'remlre' experiexperI-experI-
ence

experi-
ence

-¬-
ence than an Eskimo hunter , "
BumsBurns continued..

Men from St . LaurenceLaUlence IsIs-IsIsl-
and

Is-
land

-¬-
land, King Island , andBIIdBIIdotherandotherotherother-
coastal

other-
coastalcoastalcoastalcommunlllescoastalcommunitiescommunitiescommunllles proveprove-
valuable

prove-
valuablevaluable to gamegI1I11e biologists byby-
furnishing

by-
furnishingfurnishing informationinfonnation also .

SpeakingSpealung of one group of

hunters , BumsBurns said881d , "AfterAfter"Afte-
rfl

"After-
finding

"
findingfl ding out about what we areare-
trying

are-
tryingtrying to accomplishaccomphsh , and thethe-
methods

the-
methodsmethods , they went out ofof-
theIr

of-
theirtheir way to supply informainforma-linforma-
tion

forma-formaforma-
hon

-¬-

tionhon and specimen materialmalertal-malertalmaterial-malertal-
refusing

material-
refusing

-
refusing remuneration . "

With this typeWe! of supportsupport-
from

support-
fromfronifrom local hunters , the State'sStatesState's-
seal

State's-
seal

'

sealsealandand walrus programs hahavehave-
been

veve-
beenbeen given a big boost towardtoward-
success

toward-
successsuccess .


