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every-

one
everyevery-¬-

one ,. TheyThey--Theybringtilingbringb
,

peoplepeopeout
,

p|e
'

,
out fromfrom thethe-

hibernationhibernation imposednposed on themthexq by coldcold-

and
cold-

andand dark winter1Vfnter days . Everyone getsgets-

aa chance toto visit and enjoy activitiesactlvltlesactivities-

such
actlvltles-

suchsuch as dog races , socializing , unun-

aware
un-

aware
un-un¬-

aware that their young people werewere-

p
werewere-

ppartyingp and drinkingdr1nk1ng .

AlcoholAlcohol had been brought into thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity , andand the kids were allall-

gathered
all-

gatheredgatheredgatheredatat a home where the adultadult-

was

adult-

waswas away &from&omom the community . By thethe-

time

the-

timetime community membeismembersmembefs ,. becamebecame-

aware

became-

awareaware ofwhatwhatthelrtheir youth werewere*

uptipdp toto-

the
to\to,,,, >\,

the young were quite drunk .

Events such as this are not uniqueunique-
toto Native communities nor are theythey-

unusual
they-

unusualunusual . They happen In predomi-

nately
predomi-

nately
predomipredomi-¬-

nately white urban communitiescommunitles asas-

well

as-

wellwell . WhatWhtisis unusual and worth shar-

ing
shar-

ing
sharshar-¬-

ing and writing about is how commu-

nity
commu-

nity
commucommu- ¬-

nity leaders came together immedi-

ately
immedi-

ately
immediimmedi-¬-

ately to talk about how thee commu-

nity
commu-

nity
commucommu- ¬-

nity could respond to the incident.. AA-

decision

A-

decisiondecision was made from the outset notnot-

to
not-

toto engage in blaming*., but rather take
- - - - --

the Incf4incidentindent as ananoppoopportunitytytoto bringbring.-
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The mmeeting was h1dhdheldheldrand$ dandrand ththeretherewere
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about 100
lOOretlnglOOretlngIe
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everyone ini thea communitycommunityandty ', and;. sur >;tt-
rounding
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rounding
"

rounding roinmunitlescommunUjescommunities'atteridedxtliecommunitiesatteridedxtliecommunities'atteridedxtlie-

meeting

' 'atterideattendattendcLthecLtheltuie '

meetingmeetlng.. Infants andandeldelderselderswenerswar
'naUtheretheretherem-

others
there;;

mothersmothersandfathersaand fathers aUattmtIed'yodrigIedyodrig;
'

yotSngandandand-

old

and-

oldold came to the mn:"romlnynityeomnnianityfty haihanhai-

The
.

'

r"4r4",The. meemeetingmee11rig. ung waswaslras opened with aa-

prayerprayerprayer'"°DYbyb'yNorabyNora', Nora David , First Chief inin-

Mentasta
in-

MentastaMentasta . She then turned the floorfloor-

over

floor-

overover to Elder Katietie John , who set thethe-

tone
the-

tonetone for what took place the rest ofof-

the

of-

thethe evening . She spoke about her ownown-

experiences

own-

experiencesexperiences with alcohol and of thethe-

importance
the-

importanceimportance of not casting blame , but-

of
but-

of
but

of coming together as a communitycommunity-
and

community-
andand showing the young people thatthat-

they
that-

theythey were loved . Many people spokespoke-

and
spoke-

andand echoed the same theme In theirtheir-

own

their-

ownown words . The young people got upup-

to
up-

toto apologize to the community for the- --- -- - -- -- - - - -- -- ---

poor choice they had made by drink-

iIg
drink-

ing
drinkdrink-¬-

!ingiIg . TheTne adultsuts got up and apologizedapologized-

thetb thethe youngyoung people fforr failingfailingtofa11lng.tofa11lngto--toto. paypay-

enough)fenoiigheno\lgQenolgQenough'\ attention to themthem andand'prom-and'promandprom'
prOm-prOm-

iised'ieedieed'aooand'promiisedprOmaooand'prom'ieed$totododo better in the futurefpture .

sfihsfihcommunity!
;:itJ|;.,Thejjcommunitycommunity decideddecided to makemake-

the'community' 1Jljie/JljieJljiemmunity.tl1.etl1ethe'communitythecommunity:
,/:',

<mmunitycommunity# hallball available to thethe-

J
'1 Irb ''llJlyout,yojj . 1 since theireIr recreationalrecreationalcentercentercenter-
furze:;,.fri:>vfrozefurzefurzexpzeze1P, ,\up\1P1Pxp and hashas been unusable . TheThe-

ryotitl''Y94Y94youthlryotitlryotitlactivities
"
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activities were re-establishedreestablishedreestablished'ITh-
e
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\'\'IThe'ITheIThe'"

(:ThecpmmunityThe !
, community committed to buybuy-

videoi \\VIdVIdSrideovideobuyVIdggamesanfeands'and'aJukesandaJuke' aid'aaida"'ajukeJuke. box for thethe-

youth
the-

youthyouth to pputprrinta"'school1ch'oolchool' I open late andand-

on
and-

onon weekends soso- 'thatso- thatso"t1sot1'"
that''ttietieuie youth couldcould-

use
could-

useuse it . Many suggestionssuggestions were made

of how communications between thethe-

youth
the-

youthyouth 'and'and the adults could be Imim-

proved

im-

proved
im-im¬-

proved . ManMan/ofManof/}"j+
? ''bfbff the adults who spokespoke-

told
spoke-

told
. .

told the youth hhoww important theythey-

werewere and how they intended to makemake-

aa greater effort to be availableavaUable to lislis-

ten
lis-lis-¬

ten , to visit , and to share in activitiesactivitles . .
The meeting broke up after aboutabout-

two
about-

twotwo hours with a commitment to meetmeet-

again

meet-

again
.-

again In a month . The youth stayedstayed-

inin the hall to enjoy some activitiesactivities-
while

activities-
whilewhile the adults went home knowingknowing-

that
knowing-

thatthat they had taken the time to makemake-

Mentasta
make-

MentastaMentasta a more nurturing place forfor-

everyone

for-

everyoneeveryone livingUving in itit..


