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'The'the dawn of the felectelecommunicationstelecommurAddifformmunl tf rs future-

Davis

futurefuture-

DavisDavis Nashalook , Alaska Village Initiatives , ggetsts an early start atQt his personal computer at AVI'sAVIsAVl'sAVls' headquarters In-

Anchorage
In-

Anchorage
In

Anchorage ,. Congress has taken a significant step In paving the way for continued growth In technology andands-
erVIces

and-
servicesservices relatrelatedd to computcomputersrs and telecommunications . Changes in federal policy should reduce the cost of-
telecomputing

of-
telecomputlng

of
telecomputingtelecomputlng for the averageaverage consumer as well as businesses .
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The Senate has passed and sent to thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident the most sweeping overhaul ofof-

telecommunk
of-

telerommuni&tionstelecommunktelecommunicationstelerommuni&tionstelerommunitions&taons law since 1934 by aa-

vote
a-

votevote of 9911 to 5 . The measure would enableenable-
Americans

enable-
AmericansAmericans to get local phone service fromfrom-

their
from-

theirtheir cable company and buy cable andand-
long.distance

and-

longdistancelong-distancelongdistancelong.distancelongdistance-. service from their local phonephone-
company

phone-
companycompany or electric utility..

TheTherewriteTherewritewouldpromoterewrite would promote competitioncompetition-
and

competition-
andand reduce regulations on telephone , cable ,.

and other communications services . ItIt-

would
It-

wouldwould also lift long-standinglongstanding- limits onon-

many
on-

manymany TV and radio stations one companycompany-
may

company-
maymay own nationally.. The measure also con-

tains
con-

tains
concon-¬-

tains tougbjonti-pornographytougbjontipornographytouglaJgntl-pomographytouglaJgntlpomographytouglwnti-pornographytouglwnti- provisions-

which
provisions-

which
provisions

which would ban indecent and obsceneobscene-

materials
obscene-

materialsmaterials on computer services and thethe-

Internet
the-

InternetInternet .

In working to promote new technologytechnology-
and

technology-
andand competition ,. Stevens has been a leaderleader-

in
leader-

inin ensuring that rural areas , such as Alaska ,.

have the same opportunities as majorpopu-

lation
majorpopu-

lation
majorpopu-

lation
majorpopu-majorpopu -

lation centers . Included in the legislationlegislation-
areare strongstrongprovislonsprovisions to ensure that umuruvsr-
sal

uruvsr-uruvsrrr-
sal

r-r-.

sal service will be available in all partsparts-

the
of

the nation . The billbiU passed today includedincluded-

anan evolving definition of universal serviceservice-
which

service-
whichwhich guarantees that Alaskans will havehave-

access

have-

accessaccess to the !informationilfonnation superhighway atat-

affordable

at-

affordableaffordable rates .

The legislationlegislationrequiresrequires that new TV setssets-

contain
sets-

containcontain a computer chip that would allowallow-

television
allow-

televisiontelevision shows that are given a violent oror-

sexual

or-

sexualsexual rating to be automatically blocked .,

Parents and others could then program thethe-

set

the-

setset not to disDlavdisplay those shows .


