
I-I-HBI523523523523could523shift'could shiftshiftshiftvvviewew of-

sobriety
of-

sobriety
of

sobriety and alcoholism
bybyAnnaMAnna M. Pickett-
Tundra

Pickett-
Tundra

Pickett
Tundra Times staffstaff-

RecognizingRecognizingRecognfzlng that alcoholalpohol and drugdrug-
abuse

drug-
abuseabuse presents an ImmediateImmediate dangerdanger-
toto the lives ," , health and well-beingwellbeing- ofof-

all

of-

allall Alaskans , the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives and the Alaska 'Council'Council onon-

Preventing

on-

PreventingPreventing Alcohol and Drug AbuseAbuse-

are
-

are supporting passage of House BillBill-

No

Bill-

NoNo . 523 .

"."ItIt.It (HB(HB 523)523) represents a positivepositive-

paradigm
positive-

paradigmparadigm shift in the.state'sthe.statesthestatesthestate'sthe-state'sthestate'sstates.,-
' policypolley forfor-

preventing
for-

preventingpreventing alcohol and drug
"

abuse In-

Alaska
In-

Alaska
in

Alaska , " saidsald Greg NothstlneNothstine , AFNAFN-

Sobriety
AFN-

SobrtefySobriefySobrtefySobriety Movement CoordinatorCoordinator to thethe-

House
the-

House
''-

Committee
C-

ommittee
'-

CommitteeonHouse ofofRepresentatlvesRepresentatives ' CommitteeCommittee-
onon Health , Education and SocialSoc1al SerSer-

vices

Ser-

vices
Ser-Ser¬-

vices (HESS(HESS ) duringdurIng'thedurIngthe' the 19th AlaskaAlaska-

State
AlaskaAlaska-

StateState Legislature . ""HBHB 523 speaks toto-

the
to-

thethe legitimate recognition by the statestate-
of

state-
ofofAlaska forfot a preferred lifestyle nownow-

being
now-

lelng:!beinglelng practiced by, thousands ofofAla-
skans'and

ofAlas-
kans

ofAlas-ofAlas,Alas,¬-

kanskansIkansakans'andkansandI''and"corninonly'andandad ""corninonlycorninonlycommonlyoioixnonlxnonl ' referred to oror-

known
or-

knownknown as sobrietysobrtety ."

NNoNothstinethstineistine saidsald HB 523 favors andandf-

ollows
andf-

ollowsfollows the conventionalconventionl wisdom forfor-

reinforcing
for-

reinforcingreinforcing sociallysocfal1y appropriate behavbehav-¬-

iorsfors and choices that are conduciveconducive-
toto :

helping improve the quality ofofUfeofUfe-

and
lifelife-

andand health for individuals , familiesfamilies-
and

familie-
sandconunurandandconunurcommunitiesties ; .

helping reduce the incidence ofof-

alcohol

of-

alcoholalcohol and drug related crimes ; andand-

"helping
and-

helping"-helping"helping-helping reduce the burden on gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernment in exhausting Its resourcesresources-
and

resources-
andand having to pay for the many socialsocial-

ills
social-

illsills and problems caused by alcoholalcohol-

and
alcohol-

andand drug abuse .

The BillDiUBill-

The
Bill-

The
DiU-

TheThe text of the billbillreadsreads :

""AnAn Act expressing the state'sstates' policypolicy-

with
policy-

withwith respect to sobrietysobrtety .

Be It enacted by the Legislature ofof-

the
of-

thethe State ofAlaska :

'Section'Section 11.. AS 47.37.0104737.0104737010. . isis-

amended
is-

amendedamended to read :

Sec . 47.37.0104737.0104737010. . DECLARA-

TION
DECLARA-

TION
DECLARADECLARA-¬-

TION OF POLICYroUCY . It is the policypolicyofDOllpolicyy<yofofof-

the
of-

thethe state to recorecognize ., appreaDureciateiate ., andand-

reinforce'th
and-

relnforce"thereinforcereinforce'threinforcethrelnforce"therelnforcethe'" the example'setexamplesetexaiinple'getexaiinplegetexamDle 'set byDV
* ItS-ItSitsUtPItSdtf-dtidtf-dtfdtf-

zens
-= '

zens who lead bell and su .-

DOrtporttort a life ofofsobrietyofsobrtetysobrtetysobriety., It is alsoalsOxtneee-

policypolicypollcy of the state that alaloohpliesh cses andand-

P
and-

PP 6 , please



HB"523HB523HB
"

523 , could ' changechange.viewchangeview. view .. . .

ContiDContinuedContinueded
''RR

fromfrom pagegagepage
"

1-

intoxicated
11-

Intoxieated
1-

intoxicated

,

intoxicatedIntoxieated PersonspersonsPersonsshoUldshould not be crfmj-

nally
crimi-

nally
crimicrfmj-crfmjcrimi-¬-

nally prosecuted forfor'theirfortheir'their consumption of-

alcoholic
of-

alcoholic
of

alcoholic beverages and that theytheYshouldshouldshould-

be
should-

bebe afforded a continuumtinuum ofoftreabnenthtreatment tc-
an

thatt!that-

cancan IntroduceIntroducethemthemthem to . and help themthem-

learn
them-

learnlearn . new lffelife sldllsskills and sosocialial sldUsskills thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould be useful to them In attahtinl1attaining and .

malntaJnJnmaintaining [((5050ISOSO THEY MAY IWDLEADAD]) nor-

ma1lives
nor-

mal
nornor-¬-

malma1liveslives as productiveproductivemembersmembers of soci-

ety
soci-

ety
socisoci-¬-

etyety-ety., "-
.etyNew
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"""YouYou harehaveharetwotwo terms hctehere that you needneed-
to

need-
toto recogrrecognizerecognizeIz , ,sobriety and alcoholism ,

"

said ct;: Joe DiMatteo, ExecutiVeExecutive DirectorDirector-

ofof the Alaska CoCouncile1l . ""It'sIts' important toto-

help
to-

helphelp people lead healthyhealthy , productive lives ."

The purposepurpose--purposef()off the law laIs to afford alal-

cobolics
al-

coholics
al-al¬-

coholicscobolics and Intoxicatedintoxicated personsfCISODS a con-

tinuum
con-

tinuum
con-con-.

tinuum of treatmenttreabnent , rather than subjectsubject-
them

subject-
themthem to criminalcrfmfnal prosecutionpOSecution( ., It estab-

lishes
estabestab-establ-

iShes
-¬-

liSheslishes a c!>comprehensive1pienensive P11program>'
gram forfortheforthe-

treatment
forthe-

treatment
,
the

treatmenttreatmenttreatmentofof alcoholismalcohol1sn as 'aaa disease , opop-

erated
op-

erateti'by
op-op¬-

eratederateti'byeratetiby:'by thethe D'MsiDMsiDivisionDivision
'

n of Alcoholism1cohol1sm andand-

Drug
and-

DrugDrug Abuse .


