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At a communitycommunlfy send-offsendoff-- ceremony co-sponsoredcosponsored--- bybV AFN $SobrietyoMety Movement andand-
the

and-
thethe Alaska Native HealthHeaHh Board ,. Brooks signed posters and talked to youth about dogdog-
mushing

dog-
mushingmushing ,. the Importance of education ,. and livingIMng a drug-freedrugfree-- and tobacco-freetobaccofree-- lifestyle .

Brooks blazes IditarodIditarod-
for

Iditarod-
forfor sobriety pledges

/
..rararya Times staffstaff-

AtfialiaseanEskimo':fu'rafura
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*. ":Atfi"Atfiabiascan-Eskimo"AtfiabiascanAtfiabiascanEskimoAtfialiasean-EskimoAtfialiaseanl1ascan-ESkfm9l1ascanESkfm9- Ramey BrooksBrooks-

Isis on the trailtrail-trailtraila- a long ,. cold trail , trav-

e1ing

trav-

eling
travtrav-¬-

>

elinge1ing by day and night against eleele-

ments
ele-

ments
ele-ele¬-

ments that try to force him back., HeHe-

finds

He-

findsfinds ways to stay on the trail withwith-¬-

out falling off, getting trampled by wildwild-

anImals
wild-

animals
wild-

animalsanimals,. or getting lostlosllt. It is a heavyheavy-

load
heavy-

load
heavy-

loadload to carrycany , but the strengthstrengthwithinwithinwithin-
him

within-
him

within-
himhim keeps pushing him further andand-

further
and-

further
and-

furtherfurther ahead . Go Ramey , Go !

The trail - Iditarodlditarod . The load - So-
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Brooks
,

,blazes . trailfrail for '-sobriety? . . .
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briety
1-

briety
1-

brietybriety signaturesslgnatures, collected by thethe-
AlaSka

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives SobrietySobriety-
Movement

Sobriety-
MovementMovement Council.. By resolutionresolutio, AFNAFN-

selected

AFN-

selectedselected Ramey Brooks as the official
1996 musher to carrycany sobrlsobrietyty pledgepledge-

sJgnatures

pledge-

signaturessignaturessJgnatures fromroom menmen,, wmrienwomen
'

,. andandchilchil-

dren
chilchUchil-¬.-

dren across the statestate'- tOstate- tOto NNomeNomeme .

At 26 years didold ,. BrooksBrooks believes In-

sobriety
inin-

sobrietysobriety,. being drug-freedrugfree- ,. and hahaving-

a
havinggg-

aa tobacco-freetobaccofree- lifestylettfestyle . He was thethe-

perfect
the-

perfectperfect choice forfotforAFNAFN SobrietySobrietyMove-
ment

SobrietyMove-SobrietyMoveMove-

ment
MoveMove-¬-

ment and Alaska Native Health BoardBoard-

to
Board-

toto co-sponsorcosponsoro-sponsoro- for thee '1996 Iditarod-

race
IdltarodlditarodIditarodlditarod-

racerace .

This Is his th1Idthirdthirdth1Idyearyear ofrunning thethe-

Iditarod
the-

IdltarodIdltarodIditarod . hiIn 1994 , Brooks finishedftmshed thethe-

race
the-

racerace in Nome at 17th place ,. runningrunning-
the

running-
thethe long 1,0491049, mile stretch in eleveneleven-

days
eleven-

daysdays . In ', 1995 ,. Brooks improved hishis-

time

his-

timetime by placing 16th in tentsntcn: days .

Brooks began training his dogs inin-

late
in-

latelate September,. running them every-

day
every-

day
everyevery-¬-

day,. startingsta1ing them at sixsixmUesmiles the firstfirst-

day
first-

dayday . By the end of the training andand-

just
and-

just
'

just before the bigbigracerace ,. the dogs werewere-

running
were-

runningrunning 150 miles a day,. cruising atat-

speeds
at-

speedsspeedsspeedsofof 13-141314- milesmUes per hour .

>, Since before kindergarten ,. Brooks-
has

Brooks-
has

Brooks
has been running dogs ,. learning thethe-

trade
the-

tradetrade &from&omom his family ., Arthur Wright ,.

his great grandfathergrandfathers, served
,
as anan-

AthabascanAthabascan interpreter for an arch-
deacon

arch-
deacon

archarch-¬-
deacon who traveled villagevtIlage to villagevillage-

by
village-

byby dog team . Brooks grandfather ,.

Gareth Wright , developed a specialspecial-
bieed

special-
breedbreedbieedbieedofof dogs forforradngracing,. blending IrishIrish-

Setter
Irish-

SetterSetter ,. wolf ,. and St.. Lawrence Sibe-

rian
Sibe-

rian
SibeSibe-¬-

rian Husky. Onene of Brooks ' goals is toto-

prove

to-

proveprove the worthiness of this specialspecial-
breed

special-
breedbreed by racingractng them in the gruelinggrueling-
Iditarod

grueling-
IditarodIditarod .
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