
Nightmute becomes 25th Alaska community to ban alcohol
Residents of Nightmute , a villagevi1lagejustvi1lagejust-

west
justjust-

westwest of Bethel , voted overwhelmingly toto-

pro
to-

prolibitproprohibitprolibitWilt-theWiltthe! -
Thelhe sale , impimportationrtatlon and pospos-

session
pos-

session
pos-pos¬-

session of alcoholic beverages . The banban-

goes
ban-

goes
.

goes into effect April 9 , 1996 .

Mayor Fred J. Joe said he was not sur-

prised
sur-

prised
sursur-¬-

prised by the 32 to 3 vote in favor of thethe-

ban
the-

banban .
""ItIt is1s important to protect our people ,

especlallytheespecially
,
the next generation , fromfrom thethe-

'problems
the-

problems''problemsproblems that come from the abuse
''-

of
o-f'-of
o-f'- ofalcoholof

fcohalcoholllnaIn ,a small village like ours ,
*" JoeJoe-

said
Joe-

saidsaid .
,

'

'TheTheThe ordinance makes it unlawful toto-

posses
to-

possespossespossespossesalcoholalcohol within five miles of thethe-

muni
the-

municipal'

munimunicipalip boundaries of the City ofof-

Nightmute
of-

NtghtmuteNightmuteNtghtmute !: VlViolationVlotation1aUon would be , a class CC-

feloh
C-

felohy'puriishable'byfelohfelonyfelohy'puriishable'byfelohypuriishableby
''-pup-upunishable'bypunishableby1shable'b1shableb' ' up totd*

fiveavij yers'lnj-
ail

years'lnyearslnrs'lnrslnyedrs'inyedrsinyedrs'in-

jail

'

jail and a fine
,
ofofupup , to $$50,00050000, .

'

Douglas Griffinriffin ,;, executive director ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alcoholic Beverage Control Board ,.

said the alcohol ban in Nightmute waswas-

part
was-

partpart of a growing movement by residentsresidents-

toto take controloontrol over their own communi-

ties
communi-

ties
communicommuni-¬-

ties .
.,'.

-u- ". ' 3!pp'o>, ''oo-. # '" xofffyfy-

'More
, '°'"'MoreMore.More. and moremore villageses are completelycompletely-

b
completely-

banningbbanningg tthe salesalee)jmdpossessionpfalco-
hoi

jmdpossessionpfalco-jmdpossessionpfalcoand possessionsio ofLalalco-

ho1
alco-alcoO-O:-O-

hot
--

hoihotho1 .:
' Many of these commwnitiescommunities' wantvivant toto-

'assert
to-

assert
'

'assertassertaasertassert moreIDoiemoremorecontrol' cOntrolconM'oyefconMoyef''veiaver theirfoeIrlivesTsatdl1veslives ,.',, aaidsaidaaid-

GriffiI
said-

GriftlriGrtmnGriffiIGriftlri
'?: ' .lieHef.tefte' sa1dsaid"theresaidthere"ththerer"''i-eieare-are ,

,aai .,.numbernumberhnumbermbmbrr, ,
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Varlatio

of-

variationsVarlatiovariationsvariations ini1in
v-

said
ruralfrt AlaskaAlaSkiAlaskkionon' thethe. .

iestrlcrestricrestrictrestrict-
tioiiofalcoholf

,
tiontioritiorioftionoh1ctioiiofalcoholfofoh1calcoholh 1..; i:.': : ,<\-'
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"..SomSom"SomeSome"SameSameX"Some*' villagesVtuagesvillages bahearl i
,'onlynJy auallowW- ;

, rStrestau-

rants
restau-restaurestate. -- .

nmUnmtrants to sseUselln Winee ordrjbeerr beerbeeiWithwith mealsmeatsmeals'othermealsothermeals'otherc-

ominuinities'o
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'

'otherother'other-

comm
other

commcommunitiescominuinities'ocominuinitieso1ltieS. , . ,.
''outlawoutlawoutlawutlaw ththe

* 8salelesole. ,
,
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bbutt notnot possession''SsiSsi Ii for
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personal'usepersonaluse
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what Nightmute did , completely banningbanning-

itsits possession and use ,
" said GriffinGIiffin .

NightmuteNtghtmute is the 25th community toto-

ban
to-

banban possession of alpoholalsohol: in the state .

Ninety-oneNinetyone- other communities have exer-

cised
exer-

cised
exerexer-¬-

cised some restrictions on alcohol.. ThereThere-
Is

There-
Isis growing teamwork between the ABC

board ,. the villages and the liquor indus-

try
indus-

try
indusindus-¬-

try to enforce bans or restrictionsrestrlctlons on alal-

cohol

al-al¬.-

cohol use .

""OurOur investigators are getting help fromfrom-

store
from-

storestore owners and village officials in Iden-

tifying

iden-

tifying
ideniden-¬-

tifying individuals who are buying alco-

hol
alcoalco-alco-

hol
-¬-

hol in order to bootleg it,.
". said Griffin .

Griffin said the public needs to be awareaware-
of

aware-
ofof the growing numbernurnberofof commUIcommunitiestles ban-

ning

ban-

ning
banban-¬-

ning liquor .
"""WeWe don'tdont''want innocentbmocent peoplepeople-

unknowingly

people-

unknowinglyunknowingly bringingbrtng1ng alcohol into drydIy com-

munities
com-

munities
comcom-¬-

munities . The wordworn needs to get out thatthat-

travelers
that-

travelerstravelers must check on local laws prior toto-

traveling

to-

travelingtraveling with liquor In their possession ..""


