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Devastating FloodFlOOd-

At
Flood-

AtAt GalenaG
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y

Villaee
By JOHN SACKSACKEtTSACKEtT-

People
SACKETT-

People
ETTETT-

PeoplePeople may knock the Natives all they want but they canan nevernever-
equaJ

never-
equalequalequaJ the compassion they have for one'anotheroneanother' We'reWere' experienexpenen-expenenexperien-experien-
cing

¬-

cingexpenencingof the greatest floods ( right now ) into Galena and peopleieopleeople are unun-unun-

selfishly
¬.-

selfishly helping one another by pickingplck1l1g up . sharing tqntstents and food .

Add mucking out houses as giganticgiganlJc icebergs and tonstohstons of logs laylay-

surrounding
lay-

surroundingsurrounding the houses . ,.

In spite of the fact trattl11tthat 50 per cent of the homes hadhildhid structuralstrutturalstruttural-
damage

structural-
damagedamage withwithTIanymany/TIanyTIany/ complete separating ,. and floatingfloahngfloahngoilfloatingoffoffoiloffof' of founfoun-foun-
dations

¬.-

dations and being crushed by iceI e ,. spiritsspims are relativelyrelauvely teoodfoodood and thethe-

citizens
the-

citizenscitizens are planning to cleardear out the silt and get theirthen homes backhackback-
in

hack-
inin shapesh pe . GettingGettinghe}the hcjmeshqmeshomes back intotrno livable conditionconditiztncondltl n mamay>) taketake-
about

take-
aboutabout''' a month , however friendsfnends andandrelalJesandrelatnesrelativesrelalJ\esrelalJesrelatnes\ moth'ermotherIn othother

' r homes allaJIaJ-

Icaring
all-

caringcaring for the families .
'

"thethe"

militarymilitql)' mamay>) haveha\ehaehate\ left us on the outside of the Galena dikedike-

susceptible
dike-

susceptiblesusceptible to floods whenwhe/1whe1/ theythe ) built the airau forceione: base ,. however 1II-

do
I-

dodo have to givegi\'egi'ee\' them credit for assistingaSS1Sllng in the evacuatione\'ae'aa\' uatlon andand-

feeding
and-

feedingfeeding many of thetheI'ol11enwomen\I'ol11enI'ol11enIol11en\. ' and childrenhlldren.; duringdun g the Durationjuration( of

bythethe flood . Their assistance , I'mIm'' sure , was appreciated especiallyespeespet iiallylly byby-

thethe families lackingJacking transportationtransp >r ation . That will probably the outsideoutside-
help

outside-
helphelphelpwewe will probably ever seesee as nearly everybneevetybneevety ne else not really afaf-af-

fected
¬.-

fected byiy;) the Water was busy riding through the town watching oror-

taking
or-

takingtaking pictures and not giving.giving. any assistance .

I apologize if I sound negative inan this instance ,. however it makesmakes-
aa personpers n mad to see a lot of people sitting there snappingsnappmg picturespictures-
when

pictures-
whenwhen he'sheshd'shdshers' trying desperately to save his home and belongings fromfrom-
total

from-
totaltotaltotalruinruifrruin .

We even had the Governor down here travelingtravehng around . RealisReJlIsRealis-Realis-
tically

; ¬.-

ticallytlcaJly I don'tdont' thinkthmk the trip will mean a thingtlung in terms ofofassistingassistingassisting-
the

assisting-
thethe people but 1I suppose if 1I were in his1115 position I would want toto-

do
to-

dodo the same thingthmg .

The state has never hadihad, any type of program availableaoallable: to assistasiistasiist-
ru

assist-

rural
!

ruralru aJ Alaskans during disaster as they have for the major citiesItles ,. exex-exex-

cpt
ex-

cept
¬-

ceptceptcpt possiblyPQsSiblyppsslbly the make-workmakework- projectproJe t afterwards by Rural DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

Develop-
ment

¬-

ment ,. but if they want to do something nowno\\nonutsnothe\ thethey>} ought to sendsend-

down
send-

downdown a team ofofcarpenterscarpentersarpenters to help the familiesfanlllles rebuildrebUildandand movemove-
then

move-
theirtheirthen houses back on thentheir foundations or let the cUizens1\llens1llenscitizens\ utih/eutiheuttll/euttllutilize/ thethe-

state
the-

statestate equipment backbabackatat the base .

We havehhavv'eve'> r available inm the surroundingsurroundmg area 4,t number ofojojeitsofcatscatseits, andand-

cranescranes.: ranes whichwluch would assist the villagers . IIwuldIwouldwuuld\wuldwuldwouldwouldsuggest\ , suggestuggest thatthJt thethe-

state
the-

statestate even thinkth1l1kth1l1kofthinkofof giving out some loans forjor rebuildingrebulldmg purposespurrosepurposes-
aa conceptoncept they have never thought ofoj usingusmg before in rural Alaska .

However as I mentioned before ,. it would notnol surprise me if thethe-

top
the-

toptop officials continuecontmue to nderide aroundJTOund and the pictures continuecontmuecontmue-
being

continue-
beingbeing snapped andandininm the end we make out as best we canan .

- ,- _ .- - -
JOHN SSACKETTSACKETTPausesSACKETT-PausesSACKETTPausesAC KETTKETTPauses-PausesPauses- in1M thethe-

middle
the-

middlemiddle of salvage operations toto-

talk
to-

talktalk to a Tundra Times reporterreporter-
HIs

reporter-
His

,

His lodge and geenral store wentwent-
about

went-
aboutabout fivefve, feet deep .


