
MtMINM.. EdqecumbeEdgecumbe Statewide Board
Next year MtMt.. Edgecombe .

Bureau of Indian Affairs schoolschool-
in

school-
inin SitkaSitia , will have a statewidestatewide-
school

statewide-
schoolschool board . AccordingAccorling: toto-

Morris
to-

MorrisMorris Thompson , head of BIABIA-

for
BIA-

forfor the state , the board willw ll bebe-

elected
be-

electedelected by parents ofofattendingattendingattending-
high

attending-
highhigh school students and willwill-

meet
will-

meetmeet at least four times a year..

The BIA is also organizing aa-

school
a-

schoolschool board training program atat-

the
at-

thethe University of Alaska .

Through it a team of specialistsspecialists-
w

specialists-
willwillwll travel to interested commucommu-commu-
nities

¬.-

nities to demonstrate how theythey-
can

they-
cancan be effective inill planning forfor-

the
for-

thethe education of their children .

"We'reWere" ' asking a representativerepresentative-
ofof the Kotzebue School BoardBoard-
to

Board-
toto come down to the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska to help plan the propro-prpro-
gram

().¬-

gram ,," Thompson reported .

Why Kotzebue ? Because thatthat-
school

( hathat-

schoolschool is an excellent example ofof-

how
of-

howhow effective village people-peoplepeoplecan-. cancan-

be
can-

bebe , he answered .

Thompson had just met withwith-
the

with-
thethe group and been vowed byby-

the
by-

thethe entertainment they provided .
It was the first public perforperfor-perfor-
mance

erfor-erforerfor-
mance

¬-

mance of their Eskimo dancedance-
class

dance-
classclass , which is part of thethe-

S80,000580,000580000$80,00080000S80,000S80000$ , Eskimo culturalcullural propro-pro-
gram

¬.-
gram they'retheyre' backing .

'.

"ThoseThose" kids should go to thethe-

Eskjmo
the-

EskimoEskimoEskjmo Olympics ! " ThompsonTl,1ompsonTl1ompsonTl,1ompson-
told

Thompson-
told

,
told the Tundra Times . "II" was

immediately excited about itit-

And
it-

AndAnd not just the dancing . TheThe-

parents
The-

parentsparents are actually involved inin-

the
in-

thethe school.. That has always

been a criticism of the federalfederal-
programs

federal-
programs

federal-
programsprograms ... . that the communitycommunity-
didn't

community-
didn't

community-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' get involved . Yet herehere-

Continued

here-

Continued

here-

Continued( Continued on00 pagepa e 6)6)
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:
, was1was l; the I;,'wholewhole' wlwlolol

, communityc mmu ity ;:
'.

pa-papa-

Tents
-.='

Tentsrents'rents'

,
, interestedtei-estedteiested- Eskimo ' peoplepoplep ople ," ,

. students ,:"' teachers-teachersteachersvisitors., *';- visitors _ . allall-allall-

gatlJered
all-

i

-

i)i ' gatheredgatlJered ininlinfinl'onc'oneone'onconcf' one'classroom' '
classroom'classroom' . IfIf-

that!
,\ that,, ;(, ,.isn'tisntsn'tsnt' ':!

"-

community
c-

ommunity
"-

community
c- ommunity"' omm nity ' involveinvolve-involve-

ment
¬.-

,
mentmementt ,. I don'tdontdon'tknowdontknow',, know what is .."",

About threethre years ago adviadvi-
sory

¬

sory boardsboards'toboardsto'toto' to BIA schools be-bebe-

gan
be-

gan
be-

gan
-

-: gan ; to organize-organizeorganizeThey.-.' They, don'tdontdon't-
have

'
'; have ;: fullfullpowerfuUpower/powerpower/:power to hire Indindnd firefire-

i
J;
i or to budget , but according toto.-

j

to-

.Thompson.jj.ThompsonThompson,. .jTh| ThompsonTh mpson
, , theytheythrowthrowthrowaa lot ofof-

weight
of-

weight
,
weight-weightweight"lveweight'T,. -.

"lvelve'TT".'' *
j
ve been very impressedimpressed-

with
impressed-

withwithwith-
j

withboardsboardsb ards I'veIve'' talked to inin-

Kotzebue
.

Kotzebue and
'

in UnalakIeet'UnalakleetUnalakleet>,' Unalak.leetUnalakleet. ..

They'reTheyreTheyThey'reveryTheyrevery'te , very sophiscated ; kn6w-kn6wknow-knowkn6w-
jedgeable

knknow-
4edgeable

w -.
jedgeableedgeable4edgeable{ as to what somesomsome of thethe-

curriculumcurriculum'urriculumurriculum' , working closelycloselywithwithwith-
the

with-
thethe school superintendent .. TheyThey-
can

They-
canget' cancan-getcangetget'get'- involved41volved at a level wherewher-
ef

where-
fgderalem'ployeesfederal.employeesfederalemployeesderal.employeesderalemployeesfgderalem'ployeesfgderalemployeesf .

._ ' cannot .
'
, "UnalakleetUnalakleet'Unalakleet"' is a surprise . DidDDid-

you
dd-

youyou know they had 17 graduatesgraduates-
this

'

this year ? Six National HonorHon9rHon9-
rS

Honor-

SocietySocietySciety and one student acac-acac-

ce'pted
¬.-

ceptedce'ptedce'ptecepte' to Stanford on scholarscholat-scholatscholai-scholai ¬-

shipsliip ??"
;
, It wasn'twasnt' ,_ until afterafter-

Thompson
'

..ThompsonThompson. sawsaw the KotzebueKotzebue-
dance

:

-dancedance.dapcedapce-.,
'- program
p- rogram' program that heh learnedleafDedlearned-

the. thetheschoolschool had beenbeen'utidetbeenutidet'undefundefundet' ' firefire-

by
fire-

byby
,

someOme$ residentsres deqt $ for backingbacking-
the

backing-
thethetheclassclass..

"WeWe" have about 20 bj-cultu-bjcultubi-cultu-bibjcultu-
tal

bicultuf-
ral"programs

bicultut-
al'programs

-- -

talfral"programsfralprogramstal'programstalprograms"programsprograms"' in BIABlABIA schools andand-
this

and-
thisthis is the first ttittimei11eie anyone hashas-
ever

has-
everever complained aboutbout one . I'veIveI've-
seen

I've-
seen ''seen too manymany- 'Inaiansmany- Inaians'IndiansIndians'InIn' ans trying toto-

be
to-

bebe non-NativenonNativenon.NativenonNative--. andanlan( I think thethe-
school

the-
schoolschoolschoolsettingsetting reallyreatly dignifies aa-

very
a-

veryvery beautiful culturecultur0 ... . gives itit-

stature
it-

statureStature . I'mIm'' gladglairgla the boardboboard-
backed

rdrd-

bacJedbackedbacJed( itif.""' II-

NextNext year , he hbpesnopeshopes the EsEs-Es-

kimo
,Es-EsEs-

kimo
-¬-

kimo culturalcultur programprogram can bebe-

giverl
be-

givengivengiverl for,
,for high school credit inin-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebue and that\thatthatsimilarthat I\Isimilarsimilar propro-pro-
grams

¬.-
grams can be establishedetaestablished$ lished elseelse-else-

where
else-

where
¬-

where ,. ii-

As
i-

As
i-

AsAs ., for a charge py> y a churchchurch-
group

church-
groupgroup that Eskimo Idancingdancing, inin-inin-

volves
¬.-

volves witchcraftwitchcraftwitchcrafti;., well ,.

Thompson jsut didn'tdidntdid 'tt' notice .

"AllAll" I can tell you is that 1II-

had
I-

hadhad a3 safe flight up there and aa-

safe
a-

safesafe flightnight back .."" he smiled .


