veral massive unde-

¥

‘tentials i Alaska: 'O
culture industry is one t

We Rave st
- veloped- renéwable resouirce po-’ ;
i gesting we . provide ' this push

: "”000 acres of sme lmd in the
. Delta Juncti

I egxslature
orize - nppmthtely
‘this year. for be

.to autl}

ol work i!o be_followed by an ad-

/7 livestock “asture This ‘is but "
- four percent of our state’s land
; m‘a’ but still a vast amount of
Jani

Historicalb', the problem has
been, up ‘until ‘now,’ providing
the initial push’to allow the- ‘in-
dustry to'get started. ‘I amsug-

now. Our goal is to plnce 50,

f dltional 8-10 million next year.

important in .order

it to give agriculture a solid chance

to succeed is the fact that it
'will’ be" necessary to commxt
ourselves to sustain this young
industry over the rough’ spots
of the first  decade of ‘its exis-
‘tence; to endure ‘unpredictable
fluctuations in productivity and

* marketplace’ until reserves are

sufficient to totally s alone.
The large front'end investinent I
am suggextlng by ‘the ‘people of
the State can only be protected
by this long term commitment

ive the project the greatest
possi le chance to succeed. This
“front end” money would be

“used to clear the land of its

moss and ‘black ' spruce . vegeta-

-tion' to -dividé it into family.

farm " units of sufficient size' to
make small ‘grain’ production
economically feasible, and to
convey - agricultural nghts to
ualified Alaskan farmers at a
air price.

' While the state will need to

‘help, initially, with the financ-
- ing and marketing, our extensive

studies show that the project
should pay its own ‘way within
a few years. The major expenses

.are.. for clearing and breaking'

land. . . These costs would be.

“'paid imtmlly by the state, but

Additlona]]y, the state would
assist with other necessary costs,
including ‘money to help in:

" laying out of the farms; access
- 1oads; arranging for installation

of power to farmsteads; expand-
ing. the farm loan program to
a?lst in_financing. equipment,
selecting farmers; providing
technical assistance; providing
marketing information ‘and con-
tacts; assisting in obtaining fed-
eral ‘grants for elevator, road
construction ‘and power installa-
tion; assisting in obtaining equip-
ment,. seed and . fertilizer at
lowest - available prices; and ' as-
sisting “in “obtaining ‘the most
reasonable’ tariff rates on trans-
portation of product.
In  the past, the ' greatest
deterrents to agricultural devel-
opment. have been the lack of

trangportation facilities and sta- -
ble markets. Our: studies have

shown' that a minimum’ of 50,
000 acres'must be put into pro-
duction as a unit:in order to
reach the critical amount needed
to adequately meet the expense
‘of a grain elevator and related
facilities.. = Yet ' 50,000. acres
will produce much more than

Alaskans can consume in the im- .

mediate future.” Therefore, an

export ' market- for. the xurplus

is a necessity at this time. - ¢
To "locate markets for' the

surplus producuon. 1 recently

sent’ a trade mission to the Or:.
ient. . That_ trade mission was

successful far beyond our expec-

tations. We received ‘import
approval from the Japanese gov-

‘emment, " and ° an enthusiastic

“yes” from -the: major trading’
companies on. both ‘barley and

lion: dollars.

_‘; 0

found great inuﬁ%n in import
ing barley from Alaska, =

We have taken'a number of
other agressive. actions in 'the

. past year to further: the Delta
APro;ect

T A test cleanng of
2,000 acres is now. underway,

'-to test several - innovative me-

thods' of land clearing specially
suited to the area. We expect to
determine. both the lowest cost
and most . efféctive - means of

_clearing the land and in so doing,

to reduce the investment costs
to' the farmers by several mil-
Initial results look
very encouraging.

We have worked closely with
the U.S.: Soil Concervation Ser-

rapeseed, (which produces a ba-

sic' cooking ‘oil used in Japan).
In  Korea, we found - definite
market: potential for the barley
grain, as well ‘as for fotage cubes
or ‘pellets: made of the entire
barley plant. In Taiwan also we

rt of agrlculture

vice to design this project so
that it may be considered for
inclusion as one of five federal
“model’”’ projects in the nation. .
If this occurs, land clearing and

.some other costs will be funded
50 percent . by federal funds

with an additional saving to the
farmers of several million .dol-
lars,

We are also meéting with
existing farmers to- discuss pro-
duction in 1978 of 1,000-to--
5,000-ton quantities of barley
and rapeseed for marketing in
Asia. Hopefully, two years of

‘such marketing experience will

work out -the details of trans-
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE SIX
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portation ' and’ 'marketing ' to'
smooth the way. for:larger quan- .

tities in 1980.and beyond.

With this project as a basis, 1
" am also announcing my inten-

" tion to create the. AlaskaAgri-
culture Action Group The pur-
. pose of this public/private group
will be to serve.as a focal point
for . the “advocacy, - encourage-

ment, ‘and " coordination’ of fu-"

ture” agnculgural development in -

2

‘ Alaska, It wﬂl utilize the best

“expértise available in. the pri::

ate ‘and | ubhc sectors to: con-

“sider’ ev uateand. recommend '

wort}ly agﬂcultural projects’ in

which_ the state ¢an and should

play a ‘legitimate’ role : of - en-
couragement and front'end assis-
tance. Analysis to date indicates
the  Delta Project ‘measures up

very :well: tothe standards we :

have set for new' development.
It will provide jobs for resident
Alaskans lt will pay. its way

ehin fnd wil
show"a net beneﬂt for all Alas-
kans.
sound, and it ‘can )grow into’an

come into the family:fold..
Once small  grain: is' available

at’ a  reasonable’ price, domestic

production ' of ' poultry,’ “pork,

beef’ and dairy: supplies will in-

crease. ' This will m

food prices to the Alnskhn con-

sumer: as, well as: higher quality
produce RO !

It s ¢envuonmentally :

At the end bf the:last legﬁ-
lative : session,, 1 vetoed'a : bill
which could have created an ag-

 “ricultural authority which could ::
mdustry we ‘Alaskans will ‘wel- ‘
+. ' Alaskan’ citizéns: . Whil

be made  too ‘unaccountable to

ported some..

sl

5 tion sought but failed to saus-‘
/fy. 1 stated that during the in- '
' terim . we could develop.the best: -
‘possible : plan. to' meet ' those:
‘objectives .and . submit it for .
‘consideration by the legislature
-The ‘plan 1 am submitting 'is .
. based :not upon:

ulation but i

upon' evidence unearthed during -

“interim  evaluation’ of soil clear- |
t financing; infrastructure and -
0’ marketing néeds and potentials. -

* i The sal -sets forth what. |

e proposal .
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All-new SPlTFlRE"‘

free air compact

.Built-for-one sportabout is easy to handle,
fun-to ride. Powered by a 340 cc free-air

.. ‘engingand weighing just 275 pounds, -
Spitfire can romp all day.-An aluminum
slide-rail suspension adjusts to your
weight and snow conditions. And a unique
direct drive system has about 40 fewer .
parts than the drive on many other sleds.

. Spitfire also has CD ignition and a riveted
grouser-bar track.

LIQUIFIRE
quuld-cooled high-

performance sled

;Turn on the performance, hold down

the heat! Liquifire features liquid
cooling that improves efficiency by
reducing heat buildup. Reed-valve
engine—340 or 440 cc—is front
mounted for better handling. CD
ignition provldes sure-fire starts.

“Disc brake gives sure-footed stops,

Dual Mikuni carbs. Wide 32-inch ski
stance. Adjustable slide-rail
suspension. .

CLOSE OUT SALE ON ENTIRE INVENTORY

1616 E. DIMOND
ANCHORAGE,
- ALASKA'

OUR SHOP ALSO
SERVICES ALL MAKES
OF SNOWMOBLES
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‘be required to. provide ade-
quate - assistance 'to- agncultural
expansion in'Alaska without in-
curting ‘a clearly’ unacceptable
level of subsidization. No secret
is' made- of -the need for initial
subsidy. - No. costs are calcula-
tedly obscured #No ‘argument
raised_as to' the fact that cer-
tainly such a project is a gamble,
However, it. is the sort of gamble
we must be prepared to take if
we hope " that - agriculture will
play a role in providing . a re-
warding . future = for - Alaskans
through renewable resource de-
velopment.

AIaskaMlll«&FEed ]
Company |
114N.0Orca

P.O.Box 1246
Anchorage Alaska
Themost . Ie?egl 510?

-We shlptothe bush.
Wnteforourfeed pricelist.
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