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During his campaign ,. President Carter campaigned vigorouslyvigorously-

onon the need for more openness in Government.. During his recentrecent-

inauguration
recent-

inaugurationinauguration , one thing I will always remember is the openness hehe-

and
he-

andand his administration displayed throughout our stay inirt Washington .
+;

I was one of the many Alaskans to receive an inaugural Invitation-

from
invitationinvitation-

I
invitation-

fromfrom President Carter , but one of the more fortunate able to acceptaccept-

since

I

since I was in Washington , D . C . for a National Congress of AmericanAmerican-

Indians
American-

Indians Americanff

Indians meeting .
1rr-

ItIt was quite a contrast to the isolationist attitude of the pastpast-
seven

past-
sevenseven years . Every time we went to see the previous administrationadministration-
all

.

all we got was inaccessibility ,. indifference , and coldness . This timetime-
the

'

the only ""inaccessibilityinaccessibility and coldnesscoldItess" was primarily to the weather . I!I-

TheThe rest was indeed a new spirit..
/

At
The openness of the new administration was quite evident andand-

displayed
and-

displayed
and-

t

''-of
o-fdisplayed early in the week . Secretary of the Interior Cecil AndrusAndrus-

made
Andrus-

mademade a surprise appearance at the National Congress of AmericanAmerican-
Indians

American-
IndiansIndians Executive Council Meeting . During this brief appearance hehe-

stated
he-

statedstated ,. among other things ,. that he took very seriously his respon-
sibility

respon-
sibility

responrespon--¬- .
sibility concerning the United States trust responsibility to AmericanAmerican-
Indians

;

Indians and Alaska Natives . II-

"The""TheThe decision for a separate agency other than the Bureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian Affairs is up to American Indians ,." he stated . And it was hishis-

feeling
his-

feelingfeeling that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs should be elevatedelevated-
toto the position of Assistant Secretary .

Mr . Andrus continued ,. ""IndiansIndians will have a voice in the selec-

tion
selec-

tion
selecselec-selec-selec-¬-

tion of key Indian positions inin the Interior Department.. You willwill-
be

will-
bebe listened to ,. represented , and counselled ."

During President Carter'sCarters' short but concise inaugural address ,.

he stated ,.
""YouYou have given me a great responsibility -- to stay closeclose-

to
close-

toto you , to be worthy of you ,. and to exemplify what you are . LetLet-

us
Let-

usus create together a new national spirit of unity and trusttrusL.LettrusLLettrust.LettrustLet. . ..LetLet usus-

learn
us-

learnlearn together and laugh together and work together and praypray-
tgeth

pray-
togethertgethtogether? ! , confident in the end we will triumph together in thethe-

ngh
the-

rightnghrightt.. . .""

liningPennsylvaniaOne thing that really impressed the 150,000150000, people lining
Pennsylvania Avenue was the 1I S& mile walk the Carters took , beam ¬.
inglug from ear to ear and looking like a teenage couple . 'I'veIve' takentaken-
that

taken-
thatthat walk before when cabs were scarce , and believe me , it'sits' notnot-
easy

not-
easyeasy .

I certainly hope he continues this new spirit and that it movesmoves-
up

moves-
upup to Alaska . We need more access to the Federal administration toto-
eliminate

to-
eliminateeliminate the many problems in PL 93-6389363893.63893638-.- ,. the Indian Self.Deter-
mination

SelfDeter-
mination

Self-DeterSelfDeterSelf.Deter-Self.DeterSelf-Deter--. ¬-

mination Act and in implementating the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment

SettleSettle-¬.-
ment Act . Their understanding and new efficiency will help trementremen-¬-

douslytremendously.

Another think that impressed me was the experience ofof-

watching
of-

watchingwatching our government change hands from one administration toto-

another
to-

anotheranother.. The sight was awesome and nowhere in the world does it-

happen
itit-

happenhappen in such an orderly fashion . It leftleftusus with goosebumps-goosebumpsgoosebumpsand- andand-
certainly

and-
certainlycertainly not from the weather .

AnAnd , Il must commcommentnt on the weather . When I left AnchorageAnchorageforforforyashmgtn\Washington\yashmgtnyashmgtn? ,. D . C . , it was 42420°. The morning after arriving in
WasWashingtoninWasinWashingtonmgton ,. it was 22020above°

above zero and blowing 20 miles per hour ,
addingaddang

,

up
..-
to

t-

oto a pretty low chill factor . The whole city was almostalmost-
cnppled

almost-
crippledcrippledcnppled with the coldest weather they had witnessed in almost aa-

century
a-

centurycentury .

Alaskans and everyone in the Nation have been asked to sub ¬.
mit their ideas to the Carter administration on how it can be moremore-
responsive

more-
responsiveresponsive to the American people . I believe this is an exceUant-
opportunity

excellantexceUantexcellant-
opportunityopportunity to submit your recommendations to the White HouseHouse-
concerning

house-
concerningconcerning how they can bring Alaska closer and make the admini-
stration

adminiadmini--¬.
stration more accessible . I certainly will - and have already sub-

mitted
sub-

mitted
subsub-¬-

mitted one resolution to President Carter . IfIfhehe continues his currentcurrent-
direction

current-
directiondirection ,. perhaps it is possible to bring

.
our problems closer to thethe-

White
the-

WhiteWhite House .
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