
..JJi Legal Services suit asks health screen progprOflPrOti . Ii
'

From our Anchorage BureauBureau-

Alaska

Bureau-

AlaskaAlaska Legal Services and thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska have lockedlocked-
horns

locked-
hornshorns again .

On January 10 , several childr-

em
child-

rell
childchild- ¬-

renrellrem and their parents , represent-
ed

representrepresent-¬-

ed by the Bethel legal servicesservices-
office

services-
officeoffice , sued Alaska Commis-
sIOner

Commis-
sioner

CommisCommis- -¬-
sioner of HealthHealthandand SocialSocial-
ServIces

Social-
ServicesServices Francis Williamson andand-
other

and-
otherother state officials for failing toto-

properly
to-

properlyproperly manage a federal health

program for children . The pur-

pose
pur-

pose
purpur-pur-pur-¬-

pose of the program is the rere-

quire
re-

quire
re-re-¬-

quire States to take aggressiveaggressive-
steps

aggressive-

stepssteps to screen , diagnose and-

treat
andand-

treatproblemstreat children with health prprobprob-probb-

lems
b-b¬-

lems beforebetore they become tootoo-

serious
too-

seriousserious .

The suit charges that StateState-
management

State-
managementmanagement of the programprogranvin' inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska has been piecemeal ,

casualcasuaJ and haphazard .

The program , known as thethe-

Early
the-

EarlyEarly and Periodic , ScreeningScreemng ,

Diagnosis and TreatmentTreatment-
EPSDT

Treatment-
EPSDT( EPSDT ) is part of the jointjoint-

federalstate
joint-

federalstatefederal-statefederalstate- Medicaid programprogram-
created

program-
createdcreated in 1967 .

The lawsuit is a class action ,

which means it seeks the assis-

tance
assis-

tance
assisassis-assis-assis-¬-

tance of the court in forcing thethe-

state
the-

statestate to properly manage thethe-

health
the-

healthhealth program for all eligibleeligible-

children
eligible-

childrenchildren , not just those whowho-

filed

who-

filedfiled the suit.. The suit asks thethe-

state
the-

statestate to improve its delivery ofof-

the

of-

thethe program as well as ""moneymoney

damages for pain , suffering ,

injury , disfigurement , and ather-

physical

otheratherother-

physicalphysical and emotional damage-

which

damagedamage-

whichwhich proximately resulted fromfrom-

plaintiffs

from-

plaintiffsplaintiffs inability to obtainobtain-

adequate
obtain-

adequateadequate care and treatment as aa-

result

a-

resultresult of defendant'sdefendants' violationsviolations-

ofof federal and State law in theirtheir-

implementation
their-

implementationimplementation and administra-

tion
administra-

tion
administraadministra--¬-

tion of the EPSDT program inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska ." /,
The lawsuit charges that thethe-

state
the-

statestate has failed to establish

regulations for the EPSDT pro ¬.

gram , resulting in ""arbitraryarbitrary"arbitrary-
and

"arbitrary-
andand inconsistent treatment of-

children
ofof-

childrenchildren ." It states that thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of HlfHealthalth and SocialSocial-

Services

Social-

ServicesServices has failed to informinform-

bush
inform-

bushbush residents about the pro-

gram
pro-

gram
propro-¬-

gram . It further alleges :

""InIn addition , defendants havehave-

denied
have-

denieddenied and continue to denydeny-
EPSDT

deny-
EPSDTEPSDT eligiblerligible Alaska NativesNatives-
anan equalequaJ opportunity to utilizeutilize-
EPSDT

utilize-
EPSDTEPSDT screening , diagnosis andand-

treatment
and-

treatmenttreatment services as an alter-
native

alteralter-alter-
native

¬-

native to the Indian Health Ser-

VIce

Ser-

vice
SerSer-Ser-Ser-¬-

vice . Rather , defendants havehave-

systematically
have-

systematicallysystematically excluded EPSDTEPSDT-
eligible

EPSDT-
eligibleeligible Alaska Natives fromfrom-

participation
from-

participationparticipation in the full spec-

trum
spec-

trum
specspec-¬-

trum of EPSDT servicessefVIces becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof their eligibility for medicalmedical-
benefits

medical-
benefitsbenefits from ISHISIJISHyoyo"

The lawsuit was filed by-

Donald
byby-

DonaldDonald and Donna SmithSmithofofof-

Hooper
of-

HooperHooper Bay through theirtheir-
mother

their-
mothermother , HelenIlelen Smith , and byby-

Leo
by-

LeoLeo UnmUntn of Chevak , through-
his

throughthrough-
hIShis parents , John and Rita Unin .


