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One pfQfofQfIQfL'teI,theL'teLte' best courses inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska NativeN tive history can bebe-
gotten

be-
gottengotten from reading tags on thethe-
mercha

the-
merchandisemerchandisemercha1dise from Alaska NativeNative-
Arts

Native-
ArtsArts and Crafts ,. TheThe MarkersMarkMarkersMarkers-
were

rs
, were originally developed to cercer-cer-

tify
¬.-

tify the items as genuine AlaskaAlaska-
made

Alaska-
mademade , Now ANAC has gone aa-
delightful

a-
delightfuldelightfulexplainthestep further to explainexplain-
thethe history of the art :

ESKIMO CARVEDCI\.RVEDCI.RVEDCI.RVEDRVED\. IVORYIVORY-
BILLIKENS

IVORY-
BILLIKENS

IVORY-
BILLIKENSBILLIKENSBILLIKENS-

"Billikens
BILLIKENS-

"Billikens
BILLIKENS-

"Billikens"BillikensBillikens" are interestedinterestedcreacreacrea-crea-
tures

crea-
tures

¬-
.

tures-turestures-tures-'"- '

turesHappyHappy and gay in all theirtheir-
features

their-
featuresfeatures
featuresFrom

From pointed head to curlycurly-
toes

curly-
toestoes
toesThey'reThey'reTheyre' carved of ivory , byby-
Eskimos

by-
EskimosEskimos .

Diomede , Shishmaref , Cape ,.

Price of Wales .

They'llTheyllThey'UTheyU' bring on a smile-itsmileitsmileitsmilesmileit-
never

-itit-=- it-
nevernever fails . .

This billikenbiUiken is a good luckluck-
chann

luck-
charmcharmchannchannIntendedcharmIntended

, Intended to keep you fromfrom-
harm

from-
harmharm
harmJust

Just rub his belly twice a dayday-
And

day-
AndAnd you , like he , wiUwill bebe-

happy
be-

happyhappy and gaygayM.L.." --M.LM.L--M.LML. . MeMc .

The rhymed lines of a formerformer-
school

former-
schoolschool girl clerk of ANACANAC-
briefly

ANAC-
brieflybriefly tell the story of Billiken ,
one of the '-most

m- ost'- most popular ofof-
Alaskan

of-
AlaskanAlaskan souvenirs .

In spite of the controversy ,
most of the stories told aboutabout-
billikens

about-
billikensbillikens '-

point
p-

oint
'-
point

p-

oint
'-
point

p-

oint
' toward theirtheir-

Alaskan
their-

AlaskanAlaskan advent sometime bebe-bebe-
tween

¬.-
tween the turn of the centurycentury-
and

century-
andand the year 1913 . Often assoasso-asso-
ciated

asso-
ciated

-¬-

ciatedciatedwithwith their appearance isis-
the

is-
thethe year 1910 . The first EskiEski-Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-

mo billikens appear to have beenbeen-
carved

been-
carvedcarved either at Nome or LittleLittle'Diomede'"'OiomedeOiomede'DiomedeDiomedejomede') Island .

Stories are also told of tradtrad-trad-
ing

¬.-

ing for billikensbillikens.wit-
h

billikenswit-
h

billikens.wit-
h

billikenswit-
h,. with ivory carcar-car-

vers
¬.-

vers on the Siberian side ofof-
the

of-
thethe Bering Sea . BiluTcen'sBiluTcensBilliken'sBillikensBill ken'skens' arriarri-arri-
val

arri-
val

¬-

val in Alaska must have beenbeen-
comparatively

been-
comparativelycomparatively recent , since nono-
evidence

no-
evidenceevidence to the contrary hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen reported from the excaexca-excaexca-
vations

exca-
vations

¬-

vations of old village sites .

The early Eskimo people hadhad-
"good

had-
"good"goodgood" fortune " pieces , but asas-
far

as-
farfar as known at this time , nonenone-
were

none-
werewere billikens .

KUSKOKWIM WOODWOOD-
FACE

-".
FACE DOLLSDOLLS-

Numerous
DOLLS-

Numerous
DOLLS-

NumeroustumblingfromNumerous streams tumbling
from the glaciers on the westernwestern-
side

western-
sideside of Alaska'sAlaskas' Mt . McKinleyMcKinley-
join

McKinley-
joinjoin in the lowJow lands to formform-
the

form-
thethe slow , moving , wjdewide andand-
meandering

and-
meanderingmeandering Kuskokwim River .

The low areas of this tundratuldratundratuldra-
country

tundra-
countrysurround.the

)
countrysurround.thecountrysurroundthecountry .surroundsurround. rround.therroundthe,. the river towntown-
of

town-
ofof Bethel.,. Continuing on toto-
where

to-
wherewhere the Kuskokwim flows inin-inin-
to

in-
to

¬-

to the Bering Sea there is ,
aa-

great
a-

greatgreat maishmarsh land , the nesting-
grounds

nesting-
grounds

nesting
grounds for millions of migramigra-migra-
tory

¬.-

tory water fowl andandaa home forfor-
mink

for-
minkmink , muskrat and other furfur-
bearers

fur-
bearersbearers .

It is from the Eskimo homeshomhomes-
on

ss-
onon this lower KuskokwimKuskolwim draindrain-drain-
age

¬.-

age area that suchsschch authenticauthentic-
Alaskan

authentic-
AlaskanAlaskan dolls , as you now possposs-poss-
ess

¬.-
ess , are handicrafted .

Most of the dolls are veryvery-
individual

very-
individualindividual in nature and the fbl-fblfolfbl-
lowing

-"'

lowing description will never dodo-
for

do-
forfor all of them .

The father has a part in thisthis-
craft

this-
craftcraft . He secures the skins and

.' carves the faces . But it must bebe-
mentioned

be-
mentionedmentioned that some ofofithe'thetheitheithe-
Eskimo

' thethe-
EskimodaughtersareEskimo mothersmothersandand daughters
areare just as accomplished at sculscul-scul-
pting

¬.-

.
pting the driftwood faces asas-
spinningspinning sinew or sewing thethe-
skin

the-
skinskin clothing . This woodwowood isis-
usually

is-
usuallyusually spruce , alder or cottoncotton-
wood

cotton-
woodwood .

The, ruff
.
of the , parka Hoodnoodnood-

may
hood-

maymaymayImaybe
I,

bebecomposedcomposedcomposedofof wolf, fox ,
land otter or wolverine , The-TheThe-
parka

-,

parka itselfitselfwillwill moremote than likely '

be mademadeofmadeofmuskrat,of muskrat or rabbit ,
but , may, bebereindeerreindeer fawnfafawn'"'' oror '

squirrel
.

.. .

The small tail trimmings andand-
JurfurJur, fur"tuftsfurtufts"tuftstufts'tufts"'' ,'.

,
whichw.lchw.lwl.

ch appear on thethe-
women's

',

women'swomens' parkasparkasIparkasreate
I,,
relatereate! backack totoI'th-

e

to-
therthetheI-'theI-the' timeUmetimewhenUmeI -whenwhenI-' the EskimoEskmo

t .

!

peoplepeol1le believed them to be aa-
means

a-
meansmeans of escaping from ,evile\ileileils-
pirits

evil-
spirits \spirits .

Pants and mukluks are usuusu-usu-
ally

¬.-
ally* sewed of seal skin . TheThe-
criIriped

The-
crimpedcrimpedcriIriped soleswles of the mukluksmukluks-
are

mukluks-
areare formed of soft whiterWinterWinter-
bleached

winter-
bleachedbleachedbleachedsealseal or hardhardwaterwaterwater-water-
proof

¬.-
proof skin of the bearded sealseal-
oogruk(0000(00The(oogrukThe ) .

The hands drawn up insideinside-
the

inside-
thethe sleeves pf,oftheof the parka often dodo-
not

do-
notnot show . Occasionally a dolldoll-
will

.
will have skin-mittenedskinmittened- , woodenwooden-
or

.

or even bird claw hands .

A word of caution should bebe-
added

be-
addedadded in that the seal skin andand-
other

and-
otherother products used in the crafcraf-craf-
ting

¬.-
ting of this Kuskokwim doll isislisl-
delicacy

a
.delicacydelicacy. in the life of any moth .

Unless the doll is constantlyconstantly-
moved

constantly-
movedmoved about, stored in mothmoth-
crystals

moth-
crystalscrystals or mothproofed , it willwill-
very

will-
veryvery likely be damaged by thesethese-
pests

these-
pestspests .

CEREMONIAL MASKSMASKS-
Generally

MASKS-
Generally

MASKS-
GenerallyGenerally speaking ,

.- masks ,

worn by the Alaskan Eskimo

may be grouped under twotwo-
heads

two-
headsheads . Those1Those

'

' wornwo.rn.
by anyany-

active
any-

activeactive tribal participant in aa-
festival

a-
festivalfestivalfestivaloror ceremony and thosethose-
worn

those-
wornworn only by the shaman ,. '

The basis for mask wearingwearing-
stem

wearing-
stemsstemsstem $ from the belief duringduring-
mankind's

during-
mankind'smankind'smankinds' early days that aniani-ani-
mate

¬.-
mate thingsngstl had aduala , dual existence ,
possessing the ability to alteralter-alter-
nate

¬.-
nate man and animal form asas-
they

as-
theythey wished . The manlike formform-
was

form-
waswas termed the "inuainua" .."

It represented the thinking ,

side of the animal ., At death thisthis-
spiritual

this-
spiritualspiritualspiritualoror .thinkingthinking., part depardepar-depar-
ted

¬.-
ted from the body and becamebecame-
it's

became-
it'sit'sits' shade . Therefore , during thethe-
various

the-
variousvarious people'speoples' ceremonies ,

springpreparationsforfestivals and preparations
for the hunt , the participantsparticipants-
would

participants-
wouldwouldrepresentingthatwear a maskmaskrepresentingrepresentingrepresenting-
thatthat particular totem or animalanimal-
crest

animal-
crestcrest which they desired to propprop-propi-
tiate

prop-
itiate

-¬-

itiate .
During the dance and assoasso-asso-

ciated
asso-

ciated
-¬-

ciated ceremonies , the wearerwearer-
woud

wearer-
wouldwouldwoud] become imbued with the

- -
spirit of thethe animal

',
representedrepresented-

and
represented-

andand according 'tototo the 'fancyfancy' of
legendoflegendspiritual,. they became the spirispiri-¬.-
tual representation of the beast ,
the bird of the animal of thethe-
se

the-
seaseaseseaseasymbolizedsymbolized by their mask .

The second group of masks ,
rather than being totemic andand-
common

and-
commoncommon to the individual vilvil-vilvil-
lage

¬.-
lage participant , were the propro-pro-
perty

.¬-

perty of the shamanhaman$ : To betterbetter-
understand

better-
understandunderstand masks of this group ,
it should be realized EskimoEskimo-
held

Eskimo-
heldheld that everythingeverythi g inanimate ,
as wellwellasas animate , was possessedpossessed-
ofof a shade .

The shaman gave formfonn objecobjec-¬.-objectivitytivity to these shades by creacrea-crea-
ting

¬.-
ting masks to more realisticallyrealistically-
represent

realistically-
representrepresent them .

The shamans ' interpretationinterpretation-
ofof a perplexedperple"edperpleed" tribal member'smembersmember's-
dream

member's-
dream

'
dream for example , would necnec-nec-
essitate

¬.-
essitategWyimaginativehighlyimaginativethe invention of a highlylgWy
imaginative and often grotesquegrotesque-
semihuman

grotesque-
semihumansemi-humansemihuman- being , whose maskmask-
would

mask-
wouldwould serve as a mythical resiresi-¬.-

-
dence of the shade .

A description chant , song oror-
story

or-
storystory was not sufficientsufficient"tosufficientto"toto"to enen-enen-
lighten

¬.-
lighten the confusion of tiieIhetheIhe-
dreamer

the-
dreamerdreamer . ItItwaswas necessary toto-
create

to-
createcreate a.a. mask-amaska- visual , materialmaterial-¬.-

thelessisticisti9istidmaterialistidistidsymbol; symbol to substitute for the
less Easily.easilY., "' understood word'Word'Wordexwordex' exex-exex-
planations

¬.-
planations ,.

Eskimo masks from the ArcArc-Arc-
tic

¬.-
tic and Northern Bering SeaSea-
are

'

are carved of driftwood andand-
skeletal

and-
skeletalskeletal whalebone , and are usuusu-usu-
ally

¬.-
ally in the form of a humanhuman-
countenance

human-
countenancecountenance .

villagesbetweenMasks of the delta villages
between the Yukon and KusKus-Kus-
kokwim

Kus-
kokwim

¬-

kokwim River and along thethe-
adjacent

the-
adjacentadjacent islands are more elaela-ela-
borate

¬.-
borate .pritiveThey visually portray a pripri-pripri-
mitive

¬-

mitivetive supematuralismsupematuralisupernaturalismm with thethe-
central

the-
centralcentral mask figure representrepresent-¬-

ingrepresentingthe spirit bodybody-whilebodywhile-while sursur-sur-
rounding

¬.-
rounding it are the major appenappen-¬-
dagesappendagesof some., creature represen-represenreprescnrepresen-

Continued
represen-

Continued

-.
( Continued on page 8)8)
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Continued( Continued from Page 7)77)-
tative

7)-
tative

7)-
tative

)

tative of the
.

maker'smakers'' animalanimal-
crest

animal-
crestcrest .

Also on eachachch ANAC tag is aa-
statement

a-
statementstatement of the organization'sorganizationsorganization's-
purpose

organization's-
purpose

'
purpose .

"ANACANAC" is the registered tradetrade-trade-
mark

¬.-

mark for the Alaskan Native ArtsArts-
and

Arts-
andand Crafts , a copperathrecopperative assoassasso-<>-asso-
ciation

-¬

ciationcittion , incorporated and ownedowned-
by

owned-
byby the Eskimo and Indian CraftsCrafts-Crafts-
men

Crafts-
men

-¬-

men for the procurement , wareware-ware-
housing

'.-
housing and marketingmarketingof-ofof.of-. theirtheir-
MADE

their-
MADEMADE IN ALASKA arts andand-

products
and-

crafts
'

crafts products . The '
ANACANAC-

markmark of authenticity shows thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo hunter in his kayak susu-susu-

perimposed
¬.-

perimposed across the totemictotemic-
eye

totemic-
eyeeye design of the Tlingit IndianIndian-
of

Indian-
ofof Southeastern Alaska .."

The main address of the oror-oror-
ganization

or-
ganization

¬-

ganization is Box 889 , Juneau ,
Alaska .e


