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for 100 years of history

Sen. Ted Stevens congratulated the
citieens of Metakatla on the 10Chh an
myersary of the founding of the
Southeastern community n a sile
ment on the Senate floor earlier this
minth

The senmtor traced Metlakatla®s
history from Aug. 7. 1887, when a
group of Tsimshian families secking
religious freedom and a land base @
rived on the Annetie Island.

“The Metlukatln commumity s a
greut source of prde for me and for
all Alaskans,”” Stevens said, "In this
Bicentennul Year of the United Stutes
Constitution,  recognition of  ther
thverse cultural heritage is especially
appropriate.

Today . the Metlakutla comimain

ty consists of members of many dif-
ferent Alaskn Native groups, including
the Tsimsian, Haida, Thingit,
Athabascan, Aleut, Yopik and Inupiat
Natives, " Stevens |

“This oich cultural mix is invalusble
v Alaska’s socal and educational
heritage. Metlakathi 15 known and
respected throughout Alaska for s
progressive attitude. Yet it is a com-
munity that does not ignore 1ts tradi-
tional heritage — youth are still tmaghi
the langusges, carvings, dance amnd
criftsmanship of their elders. ™

Stevens also included a letter from
President Reagan to be printed with his
stlement  m the Congressional
Record. The President’s letter con-
pratulited the cihzens of Metlakatla



