
stevens honors metlakatlaMetlakatla
for 100 of

sen ted stevens ccongratulatedalatedulated the
citizens of metlakatlaMetla katla on the I1100th00th an
niversaryniversary of the founding of the
southeastern community inin a state
mentmcntmant on the senate floor earlier this
month

the senator traced metlakatlasMetlakatlas
history from aug 7 1887 when a
group of tsimshian families seeking
religious freedom and a land base ar
rived on the annette island

the metlakatlaMetla katla community isis ai

great source of pride for me and for
all alaskansalaskasAla skans stevens said in this
bicentennial year of the united states
constitution recognition of their
diverse cultural heritage isis especially
appropriate

today the Metlametlakatldmetlakatiakatia communicommini

ty consists of members of many dif-
ferent alaska native groups includingincludlpg
the tsimsiantsimshianTsim sian haida tlingit
athabascan aleut yupikcupik and inupiat
natives stevens added

this rich cultural mix is invaluable
to alaskasalanskas social and educational
heritage metlakallametlakatlaMetla kallakatla is known and
respected throughout alaskaalka for its
progressive attitude yet it is a com-
munity that does not ignore its tradi-
tional heritage youth aredre still taught
the languages carvings dance and
craftsmanship of their elders

stevens also included a letter from
president reagan to be printed with his
statement inin the congressional
record the presidents letter con-
gratulated the citizens of metlakatlametiakatlaMetlaMetiakatla


