RAHI graduates 41 Alaskans

FAIRBANKS Forty-vne
Aluskany praduared froem thes yean s
edition of the Rural Aliskas Honors In
shitute carher this month

Phirty Jour students carned  cer
Pt of paartscapotion i the cap-wnd
pown ceremony A 1

Willie Hensley, state sematon el
NANA Regional i'ulr. president ol
Kotrehue, delivered the keynote wd
deess. Universaity of Aduska-Farbanks
Acting Viee Chancellor for Avademe
Affmies Wayne Thomas, Professor o
.l\nlhrn;mlugt Jean Aagner amd UAF
stoddent Sandri Echch, the T9RY RAHI
coevaledictonan,  represented  the
umversity af the ceremony

Molly Paukan of St Marys was

valedictorin and co-salutatonuns were
Woansilhie Kassel of Kasigluk and Brian
Leal of Grayling. In all. 13 students
praduated with honors

Honors studenis were selected from
mnong  the top. RAHL academin
nehievers Individual effort mnd will
ingness 1o help others duning the pro
gram woere also factors im honors
selection

The mnstitute, a sixv-week intensive
academic program begun i 19K, 4
held annually at UAF

The Alaskn Federution of Natives
had sdvocated the creation of an o
troduction e college program for rurl
Adaskan students. RAHI is designed
o promote scademic swccess for
college-bound  rural  swdents, and
Alnska Natives in particular.

This year's gracduntes came from A5
communities. They were selected for
RAHI from among 85 applicants. Stu-
dent selection was based upon
scademic achievement in their home
schools, leadership and support from
within their home communities,

According 10 RAHI Director Jim

Kowalsky, one of the program’s key
vbyectyves s carly prepiambon of par
Hotpating students for successiul
scadenve life onon large, veban cam
pris. Studhents are selected Lor the pro

ram ot the endof thewr pemor year in

igh sehonl

Students who doane fromn simall rural
Aliska communities often suller ea
treme cublture shock when they are
thrust o life on a large, urban,
Western-style campus, sccordimg o
Kiowalsky RAHI, through s vigorons
sivweek acadenmic and socinl pro
prum, atemgs 1 prepare studlents for
college

The acudernue portion ol the pro
gram emphasizes math, writing and
rending skills, College survival skills,
as well as aeademie skills, are wugh
tev il stucdents 1o prepaee them for the
different world they Face ona college
l_'i!.!'['lpl.lh.

RAHI instructivnal stafl consists ol
weachers {eom rural and urban schodl
districty wned members of the UAF
fugulty . Recreational and residence
hall  staflf members are UAF
undergradutes and sdults from Alaska
vt honl districts

Honors students selected from the
1987 RAHI cluss wese: Anne Marie
Arnarok of Martin Olsen High School,

Golovin, Wilma Brown of White

Mountwm High School, Rachel Dhek
of McUGrath High School, Amy
Eubank of Sand Poit High School,
Howard Farley and Lynn Fricke ol
Nome-Beltz High School, Wassaillie
Kassel of Akuln Elitnourvik High
School, Kasighik; Brian Leal of Grayl-
mg who attends Mt Edgecumbe High
School i Sitku, Dawn Salesky and
Dinne Schaelfer of Koizebue High
School; Liva o Thomas of Bucklund
High Schiwl and Molly Paukan whao
attended St Marys High School in St
Marys

Pankan will attend Andrealsky High
School an S0 Marys this vem

RAHT 1 sponsored by the College
ol Likeral Arts at LAF




