National Guard enlists 1,000th recruit

by Steve Pilkington

For the Tumdie T imes

When Nancy Healy, 25, of
Wasilla decuded o follow in ey
mother s and sister’s footsteps and
join the Alaskin Adr Nutional Guard,
she hud no idea whiat she was get-
ling into,

Healy, who was sworn in last
week by Miy. Gen, John Schuefter,
was the | 000th person o enlist in
Alaska's “"hest Kept secret,”” siid
Caol. Ken Taylor, who leads the
Giuard s recriting effons,

Healy heard thut she was (he
| O00th recrunt several days after
enhisting and did not expect that her
enlistment would be so noticed

1 thought 1 could just sneak in,"
she suid after being sworn in while
ielevision cameras looked on.

In spite ol the fact that she has
more relatives m the Guard than
sl people, Healy said she was nio
pressured o enlist an all, not even
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oy her husband Dan, who has been
in the Guard for 15 years and works
full-time at Kulis National Guoand

“He wouldn't even give me
glimpse of s real amtitude on i, ™
Healy sad lust week Bt he's all
grins now "’

TPoogect NN, whiweh was
begun m May, had the goal of
reachimg the | KK enlistiment mark
by the end of September . Instesd,
that g:ml wiy reached n month
ahewd ol sehedule

“hometimes, (o do these things.
you need a goal, and | (XK seem
ed hke w mee rowind number, " sand
Taylor

Adaska's Guard has the highest
number of women enlistéd nation
wid, sand Lisg Dean, o recruater
with the Guard

Dwean, who s the Guard s nunmiber
one recruier averaging about 10
enlistments a month — the national
uverage s only about two — feels
that the beneiiis of the Guand's pro-
priums are the reason for Project
HRNF'S stcgess

Healy will soon begin o sixweek
hasic troming and will enter the
Cimierd workimg in construction amd
supply




