Guest column:

Columnist opposes 1991 legislation

by Paul Swetzof
foar thie Tl . Flre s

Adnski Sens Frank Murkowsk) amd
Ted Stevens have antrodoced  a
substitile bl W Senate Bl 1145
reparding amendments 10 the Aliska
MNative Claims Settlement At

P begin with, Willie Knsayulie
corred!t when he wrges the Senote
Eoergy & Resources Conpmtee o
withhold donsideravion of any e
micnls o ANCSA wonl the hunting wwl
Fishing seasons are complete. o order
thar all ol ws will have the oppomum
iy o sty and comment on s bill

Murkowskr and  Stevens have
Droukeen a proaoase they mude o s that
they would ms support any il which
I nol sovereienty neutral _

AFN has destroyed any eredibiliny
and trust they were working woward by
supporting: Alaska’s two senuors in
thear introduchon of thes bl IEs hard
o express the betraval 1 leel noward
AFN for therr support of this bl

[ suspect that this bl rellects the
lobhying efforts of some of our con
prorite headers amd is now AFN's o
i | wish AFN would help us guin
e sime Taghits as are emoyed by Jane
Lk ™s willage of Metlakatla,

Fuving read aod analyzed the il
s obwious o me tha at reflects the
uld Indvan termination policies of M)
arwd A0 vears ago, These policies were
rejected years pgo by the LLS. Con
gress. amd the conscience of the
American people

Murkowsks and Stevens, wih the
help of AFN, are attempuing 1o revive
the old termination policy i Alaskn.
11 this ball or something similar were
to becorme law, 1t would Toreclose the
permuanent protechion of thal portion
ol our land base which was micant 10

| urge
everyone to im-
mediately write
to every member
of the committee
urging the above
action.

be granted 10 us under ANCSA

bt wonld also por allow for Alaska
Natives o exercise therr  mberent
rights of self-povernment within the
virntext of the Indin Reorganizatun
Actol 1934 and 1936, The scerctary
ol the Deparment of Interior would
P prohubated Trom acceptimg our lands
it thus Torechosimg i%h: protec
ton of our lands which trust stitos
provides

The wspnon and condemmanion pro
vistopol 5B 1145 could resalt m the
lidsn oo even o cone village Linds

| basve writen 1o every senator on
the Senate Encrpy & Resources Com
miittee, with the notble exception o
Frank Murkowski, m order o request
a delay i consideraton of the bl 1
an wsking that they not pass any il
out of the committee which does o
afford permanent protection of ow
lands, our night 1o be self-poverning
and our subsistence respurces

| wrge everyone to mvmedimily
write o every member ol the cormmil-
tee urging the above actions

| swouled additionally suggest thal we
il wite 1o either Murkowsht o
Stevens since to do so o would not al
feet their thinking

Alaska semators do ot have much
Clidt i Congress, especilly consader
g that both howses ol Congress are
democratically  controtled, aml
Alaski s senutirs are Republican

I beheve s much more cliecnive
oy svork wth COutside senators amd 1
nore Murkowski and Stevens, Thes
Rve cleardy dermonstmted whoe e thee
syopbiioes b hd ey te ol saily
It

Fhe members ol the Sepate
Encrgy & Besources Compities can
be reached by wddressing leiters w
thern by e at; Ulnited States Sennte,
Senate Energy & Resources Commal
tew, Waslimgton, D C 20810, They
are Sens BPan Evans, Chie Hecht
Faes MoeClure, Mark Huthield
Lowiell Wewker, Malvolin Wallop,
Don Nichles, Drale Bumpe s, Wemlel
Ford, o Bennett Johmston, Howard
Metzenbaum,  John Melcher. Hill
Hoadley,  Jelt Bingaman.  Timaothy
Waorth, Wyche Fowler, Kent Conoad
amd Pete P



