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1. IntroducingInIntroducing-IntroducingrOa\ClOgrOaClOg\! advanced' techno-technotechno-
I6gy

techno-

l
-

I6gylogyI6gytol gy -toto.to-.to small Alaskan communicommuni-communi-
ties

communi-
ties

¬- .

ties "-

can
c- an"' ccann have disastrous results .

.BureaucraciesBureaucraciesuteaucracies. whichwhich sponsorspoRsorspoRsor-

large
sponsor-

largelarge scale projectsprojectsareprojects-areprojectsare-areare'are-' in manymany-
cases

many-
casescasescases

, distant ,. slow movingmovlng ,. andand-

.unfamiliarunfamiliar.unfamiliar.. with the peculiaritiespeculiarities-
ofUfe

peculiarities-
ofofofUfelife in the North .

According to aa-
-

aaJuly"-
July 1818-

article
18-

articlearticle iniIit., the Fairbanks DailyDaily-

News
Daily-

NewsNews Miner ,, the Indian HealthHealth-
Service

Health-
ServiceService , a federal agency basedbased-

in
based-

inin Maryland , began work on aa-

water
a-

waterwater and sewage treatmenttreatment-
plant

treatment-
plantplant for Kotzebue in the earlyearly-

1960's
early-

1960's1960's1960s' . Apparently federalfederal-

funds
federal-

fundsfunds were only made availavail-avail-

able
avail-

able
¬-

able in smallsmallamountsamounts over thethe-

years
the-

yearsyears . It took 17 years to getget-

the
get-

thethe plant built..

Kotzebue'sKotzebues' mayor says IMS1HSIH-SIHSIHS-

emplyed
1HS-

emplyed

-
emplyed a different supervisorsupervisor-
during

supervisor-
duringduring each of the 17 construcconstruc-construc-
tion

construc-
tion

¬-

tion seasonsseas ns ., The result : a syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem thatthatthatminglesmingles sewage withwith-

drinking
with-

drinkingdrinking water ,. and every springspring-

floods
spring-

floodsfloods the yards of many resiresi-resi-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents with human waste .

Water and sewer rates havehave-

doubled

have-

doubleddoubled to cover increased operoper-oper-

ation
oper-

ation

¬-

ation costs , but the city cannotcannot-
afford

cannot-
affordafford to pay for repairs due toto-

deterioration
to-

deteriorationdeterioration and poor workwork-work-

manship

¬.-

manship . And though IHSillSillS-

has

IHS-

hashas already turned over to thethe-

city

the-

citycity a portion of the system ,

Kotzebue may try to give itIt-

back

it-

backback .

Is there any alternative toto-

lising

to-

usingusinglising large scale , expensive techtech-tech-

nologies

tech-

nologies

¬-

nologies to solve Alaska'sAlaskas' probprob-prob-

lems

prob-

lems

¬-

lems ? The Alaska Council onon-

Science

on-

ScienceScience and Technology (ACSTACST))

thinks so .

The councilouncil was recently estest-estest-

ablished

est-

ablished

¬-

ablished within the Office ofot thethe-

Governor

the-

GovernorGovernor as an advisory bodybody-

that

body-

thatthat has the authority to awardaward-

grants

award-

grantsgrants . ACST plans to award

$50,00050000$ , this year in smallsmall-

grants

small-

grantsgrants to Alaskans whowtow o proposepropose-

toto develop small scale and lowlow-

cost

low-

costcost technologies . Proposals arcareare-

being

are-

beingbeing solicited now in the areasareas-

of
areas-

ofof power generation ,, waste disdis-dis-

posal

dis-

posal

¬-

posal , recycling , food producproduc-produc-

tion

produc-

tion

¬-

tion , or any other residentialresidenresidential-

or

lIallIal-

oror industrial enterprise whichwhich-

may

which-

maymay be more efficient , lessless-

costly

less-

costlycostly or less energy-intensiveenergyintensiveenergyintensive-

than

--

than methods now in use .

AppropriatenessAppropriateesAppropriateness-Appropriatenessto; ".- '-

t
t'
to thetheAlaskanAlaskan11skanAlaskanAlaskan-

environment

skanskan-

environmentenvironment ,. including the utiliutili-utili-

zation

utili-

zation

¬-

zation of locally available rereore-rereo-

sources

re-

sources

¬-

sources , materialsmateri ls and laborlabor-
skills

labor-
skidsskillsskids williU be a key factor inin-

judging

in-

judgingjudging -, applications to -' thethe-

"Northern
the-

"Northern"NorthernNorthern" Technology Prog-ProgProg-

According

Prog-

ram

Prog-

ram

-

ram ."

According to ChristopherChristopher-
Noah

Christopher-
NoahNoah , ACSTACS'SACSS' Executive Director ,

the council has already receivedreceived-

proposals

received-

proposalsproposals on diverse topics ,.

including alternative means toto-

generate

to-

generategenerate power and how to dealdeal-

with

deal-

withwith permafrost .. But he emphaempha-empha-
sized

empha-
sized

¬-

sized that there is still time toto-

submit

to-

submitsubmit proposals and that ACSTACST-

would

ACST-

wouldwould like to see many moremore-

submitted
more-

submittedsubmitted before judging beginsbegins-

inin mid-AugustmidAugust- ...

One refreshing aspect of thethe-

Northern
,

Northern Technology Program is

thatthat it is designed to reducereduce-

the

reduce-

thethe biggestb gest of bureaucratic polpol-pol-

lutants
pol-

lutants
¬-

lutants :: paperwork.. "TheThe"The-

council

"The-

council

"
council intends to conduct thisthis-

program

this-

programprogram with minimum ofof-

administrative

of-

administrativeadministrative effort and paperpaper-paper-

work
paper-

work

¬-

work ," sayssays Noah . "ProposalsProposals" ,

award documents andandreportingreportingreporting-
requirements

reporting-
requirementsrequirements are to be keptkept-

simple
kept-

simplesimple ., "
Proposals may be typed , handhand-

written

hand-

writtenwritten or recorded on cassettecassette-
tape

cassette-
tapetape . They should simply statestate-

the
state-

thethe basic problem , the appioacliapplOacllapploacltapplOacll-
taken

apploaclt-
takentaken , the funds needed andand-

how

and-

howhow theythty willwi11 be spent ,. thethe-

expected

the-

expectedexpected results and how otherother-
Alaskans

other-
AlaskansAlaskans can benefit , and finallyfinally-

aa brief biographical sketch .

Proposals or information rere-rere-

quests

re-

quests

¬-

quests may be sent to : ACST ,,

Pouch AVA V ,. Juneau ,. Alaska

99811..


