
Editorial ---

Reason neededneededW-

hatWhat is most disappointing abo.utabout. the current controvercontrover-controver-
sy

¬-
sy over the annual seal harvest on StSt.. Paul in the PribilofPribilof-
Islands

Pribilof-
IslandsIslands is the misinformationmisinfonnation that is being bandied aboutabout-
by

about-
byby environmentalist groups whichwhichopposeoppose the harvest .

Not only is it dissappointing . It'sIts' also disenheartening ,
particularlyparticularly to those most directly affected and involvedinvolved-
inin the operation - the Aleuts who live on the islands .

TheyTh y have been more than gracious to those groupsgroups-
opposed

groups-
opposedopposed to the harvest , welcoming them to their homeshomes-
and

homes-
andand attempting to explain bothbotjlbot the economic and biolobiolo-biolo-
gic

biolo-
gic

¬-
gic dynamcics of the operation . Most of the existing datadata-
seem

data-
seemseem to support the Aleuts' position that the harvestharvest-
should

harvest-
shouldshould not be stopped .

They point out that since the well regulated and supersuper-super-
vised

super-
vised

¬-

vised harvest started in 19119111 , the fur seal herd , which thenthen-
was

then-
waswas near extinction, , has increased to a stable populationpopulation-
ofof about Mjjjillion14million1.414.{.., illion animals .

The TeutsAleutsAleuts and the National Marine Fisheries Service ,
which runs the annual operation , have over 60 years' ofof-
statistics

of-
statisticsstatisticsconclusivelydemonstrateand research information whch conclusively
demonstrate that , viewed as a conservation .measuremeasure.,measmeasurere ,
the controlled harvest has led to and maintaine and sussus-sus-
tained

sus-
tained

¬-

tained a large and health herd .

They have figures ajsoalso that indicate that , for the mostmost-

part

most-

partpart , the annual harvestharvest has earnedearnedearnedaa netnetprofitprofit
'
over thethe-

years
the-

yearsyears , much of this money has been returned to the islandsislands-

either
islands-

eithereither directly in the formfonn of wages , or indirectly in thethe-

fonn
the-

formformfonn ofofservicesservices for the community . At least the moneymoney-
earned

money-
earnedearned has offset some of the costs of government servicesservices-

there
services-

theretherethere-therethereThis. "'- ThisTh s makes the Pribilof Island communities somesome-some-

what
some-

what
¬-

what unusual in Alaska . They are , at least to some extentextent-
paying

extent-
payingpaying their own way for the various services providedprovided-
them

provided-
themthem .

And ,. the Pribilovians have additional , well acceptedaccepted-
data

accepted-
datadata that indicates that the method of taking the sealsseals-

is

seals-

isis one of the most humane available to themthem .

Yet , all the patient explanations , allal the empiricalempirical-
data

empirical-
datadata is ignored . Instead , some environmentalist groupsgroups-
seem

groups-
seemseem determineddetennined to follow an emotional campaign of mismis-mis-

infonnation
mis-

information
¬-

informationinfonnation and propaganda designed to end the harvestharvest-
np

harvest-
nnonpn, matter what the facts may indicate . And , after accepaccep-accep-
ting

accep-

ting
-¬-

tingtingthethe.the-the.- Aleuts ' hospitality , they return to remote areasareas-

like
areas-

likelike Washington , D.CDC. . , where they completelycomp etely misrepresentmisrepresent-
what

misrepresent-
whatwhat little they might have learned .

ThisTI s is hardly a reasonable way in which to operate ,

no matter what one'sones' emotional commihefme'ntcommihefmentcommiteln6ntcommihem{ 'nt tot thethe-

issue
the-

issue
'

,

issue , no matter what its merits .


