
Hopson accuses Interiorfuteri i-i-iofof intimidating.tlmidatmtlmidatmintinudatin. ' researchresearcresearci- seMcLi 'dfdf'dfrts'
effortsrts

North Slope BoroughBorough-
NSB

Borough-
NSB(NSB ) Mayor Eben Hop-HopHop-

son
Hop-

son
Hop-

son
--

son has accused the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Interior of intimiintimi-intimi-
dating

intimi-
dating

¬-

dating the firmsfinns and indiviindivi-indivi-

duals
indivi-

duals
¬-

dualsdualsconductingconducting researchresearch-
onon the proposed BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea lease sale .

In a letter to Guy Martin ,

Assistant Interior SecretarySecretary-
for

Secretary-
forfor Land and Water ReRe-ReRe-

sources
Re-

sources
¬-

sources , Hopson accusedaccused-
the

accused-
thethe DepartmentOepartment of InteriorInterior-
of

Interior-
ofof conducting what hehe-

called
he-

calledcalled a "campaigncampaign" " of inin-inin-

timidation
in-

timidation
¬-

timidation againsta ainst those

-
contracted toto-d-

o
t-

o
d-

o
do BeaufortBeaufort-

environmental
Beaufort-

environmentalenvironmental researchresearchresearchtototo-

prevent
to-

preventprevent the results of theirtheir-
fmdings

their-
findingsfindingsfmdings from becomingbecoming-
public

becoming-
publicpublic . "

Hopson also repeated hishis-

criticism
his-

criticismcriticism of the Draft EnviEnvi-Envi-

ronmental
Envi-

ronmental
¬-

ronmental Impact StateState-State-

ment
State-

ment
¬-

ment (DEIS ) on the sale ,

saying again that importantimportant-
research

important-
researchresearch aspects of thethe-

OBIS
the-

DEISDEISOBIS have been mistreated .

Hopson said various witwit-witwit-

nesses

¬-

nesses giving testimony inin-

the
in-

thethe recent Beaufort SeaSea-

OBIS
Sea-

DEISDEISOBIS hearings called attenatten-atten-

tion
atten-

tion
¬-

tion to these problems .

' "ItIt'It"' was obvious that aa-

blanket
a-

blanketblanket of silence had beenbeen-

put
been-

putput over primary researresear-resear-

chers
resear-

chers

¬-

chers at the hearings . NotNot-

one
Not-

oneone federal or state emem-emem-

ployee
em-

ployee

¬-

ployee offered testimony at

the four hearings . ManyMany-

of
Many-

ofof them possessed vital inin-inin-

fonnation
in-

formation
¬-

formationfonnation concerningconCerning thethe-

sale
the-

salesale and the suppressionsuppression-
ofof their testimony into thethe-

record
the-

recordrecord is a violation ' ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir civil rights as well asas-

of
as-

ofof the letter and intent ofof-

the
of-

thethe EISBlS process . "
"WhatWhat" is worse , " Hop-HopHop-

son
Hop-

son
Hop-

son

-

son declared , "governmentgovernment"government-
officials

"government-
officials

"
officials have attempted toto-

silence
to-

silencesilence others who werewere-

contracted
were-

contractedcontracted to do primaryprimary-
research

primary-
researchresearch in preparation forfor-

the
for-

thethe DEISOBIS . On top of thethe-

other
the-

otherother attempts by thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land ManageManage-Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
¬-

ment (BLM) , editors ofof-

the
of-

thethe DEISOBIS to tailor informainfonna-infonnainforma-infonna-
tion

informa-
tion

¬-

tion , or eliminate it1t compcomp-comp-

letely
comp-

letely

¬-

letely , in order to supportsupport-
the

support-
thethe 'government'sgovernments' ' policiespolicies-

regarding
policies-

regardingregarding the sale thesethese-

actions
these-

actionsactions are regarded as anan-

attack
an-

attackattack on the freedoms ofof-

all
of-

allall . No one among locallocal-

residents
local-

residentsresidents of the Borough ,

members of the governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment or industry , or otherother-
Alaskan

other-
AlaskanAlaskan citizens has anyany-any-

thing
any-

thing

¬-

thing to gain from such aa-

suppression
a-

suppressionsuppression . If the salesale-

process
sale-

processprocess is to proceed , it cancan-

only
can-

onlyonly take place in anan-

atmosphere
an-

atmosphereatmosphere of open comcom-com-

munication
com-

munication
¬-

munication among all involinvol-invol-

ved
invol-

ved

¬-

ved . "
NSB social planner BobBob-

Worl
Bob-

WorlWorl said the mistreatmentmistreatment-
ofof research in the DEISOBIS

"denigratesdenigrates" the,. time andand-

effort

and-

efforteffort that went into thethe-

preparation
the-

preparationpreparation of thesese ddcU-ddcUddcU-

ments
ddcu-uu-

ments

-"
.

ments ," and "thatthat"thatthat" inm
.-

d
d

'nono' no '

significantsignifi ant way , is theretherethereanyanyany-

similarity

any-

similaritysimilarity between what waswas-

prepared

was-

preparedprepared , and what appearsappears-

inin the DEISOBIS regarding potpot-pot-

ential

pot-

ential

¬-

ential impacts from inapinap-inap-

propriate
inap-

propriate
-¬-

propriate pervasive developdevelop-develop-

ments

develop-

ments

¬-

ments such as those underunder-

consideration

under-

considerationconsideration here . "

Rich Carroll , a BLMBLM-

sociologist

BLM-

sociologistsociologist , expressed hishis-

chagrin

his-

chagrinchagrin in thetlie BeaufortleauforBeaufleaufors-
ale

rtrt-

salesale process that he waswas-

being

was-

beingbeing told what conclusionsconclusions-

would

conclusions-

wouldwould be in the areas ofof-

social

of-

socialsocial impacts in spite ofof-

what

of-

whatwhat the technical reportsreports-

contained

reports-

containedcontained . Also , he statedstated-

that
stated-

thatthat precautions were takentaken-

in

taken-

inin preparing the DEISOBISOBIS-

which

DEIS-

whichwhich were to "makemake" thethe-

villages

the-

villagesvillages look insignificant "

and down-playdownplay- their dependepen-depen-

dence

depen-

dence

¬-

dence on Arctic food rere-rere-

sources

re-

sources

¬-

sources . Carroll indicatedindicated-

that
indicated-

thatthat this patent manipulamanipula-manipula-

tion

manipula-

tion

¬-

tion of information waswas-

reason

was-

reasonreason for his relativelyrelatively-
hasty

relatively-
hastyhasty departure from thethe-

O'S
the-

OCSOCSO'SOS(' program .

Hopson also stated inin-

h1s

in-

hishish1s letter , "ItIt" has already

comec.omcomcome.
; tqto . .ourour.QurQur. ;

,
attentionatt .nn

.

lon ,thatthat-
as

that-
asas a result of the p.ublica-p.ublicap'ublica-p'ublicapublicap.ublica-

ion
p'ublica-

Uon

publica-publicapublicai-

ition '. -

\UonUoniitionion of thetheaboveanforma,th tabpv6,abovaboveanforma-aboveanformaJnforma-Jnforma'Jnfonna-'JnfonnaJnfonna'Jnfonna-
'lion

'Jnforma-

lidrt
, -

\aboveanformahoit1

'lionlionhoit'
lidrt', BLMBi. contractorcontriactorsontr toIS_ forfor-

other
oror-

otherother OCSOCSOCSsalesalesate area studiesstudies-
have

studies-

havehave been contacted andand-

told
and-

toldtbldtold they cannot testify atat-

BLM

at-

BLMBLM hearings.1hearings1hearings.
;{"'

"ConsideringConsidering" the $2020$20-

million
$20-

million
$

million or so spent onon-

Beaufort
on-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea OCS research "

Hopson concluded in hishis-

letter
his-

letterletter "thethe" tax-payerstaxpayerstax-payertpayert- of thethe-

country
the-

countrycountry , and especially ofof-

this
of-

thisthis state have a right toto-

know
to-

knowknow the conclusions ofof-

the
of-

thethe primary researchers ,

especially as their investinvest-invest-

igations
invest-

igations
¬-

igations relate to the imim-imim-

pacts
im-

pacts
¬-

pacts of this sale .."" GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

Govern-
ment

¬-

ment sponsored researchresearch-
must

research-
mustmust not be allowed toto-

become
to-

becomebecome mere "scientificscientific"scienscien"scientific-
showmanship

" tifictific-

showmanshipshowmanship " in which thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment _ can fund exex-exex-

pensive
ex-

pensive

¬-

pensive andaandd
-

importantnportanti Rere-reres-

earch
re-rere-

search
¬-

search , ignore and bury it ,

and then just go on doingdoing-

what
doing-

whatwhat it had planned to dodo-

from
do-

fromfrom the beginning . ThisThis-

has
This-

hashas evidently been the planplan-

that
plan-

thatthat has been followed ,

and every citizen should bebe-

outraged
be-

outragedoutraged . "


