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ways.
When Alaska became a state
on Janwary 3, 1959, these
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Alaska National Interest
Conservation Act (ANIL
) — have made it impera-
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dﬁton North way

tive to look at the navigability
of Alaska’s waterways.

As lands are conveyed to
various governmental and pri-
vale enfities, knowing which
walerbodies are navigable -
and thus already a part of the
state’s entitlement — is of in-
térest to many.

Fimal decisions as to a water-
body's navigability can only
be made by federal courts

But, the federal Buseau of
e ——

Land Management (BLM)
makes administrative deter-
minations of navigability when
it conveys land to Native cor-
porations under ANCSA or 1o
the State of Alaska under the
Statehood Act.

In making these determin-
ations, the BLM has relied on
an interpretation of navigabili-
ty based on legal precedents
established many years ago
in the Lower 48 states




