We are one for all

Throughout the course of history, man has been quick
to generalize the actions ofnfewmbtﬁuchm
tic of many,

These generalizations invariably prove to be uqm-
pletely false but dangerously effective as a means of keep-
ing a religion or a race or a sex under control and sub-
missive to whatever dominant group is in power at that
particular point in history.

Some stark and tragic consequences have resulted from
such generalizations. Black slavery, the Jewish Holocaust,
and the internment of Japanese and Aleut-Americans
during World War Il are but several obvious examples.

Much less obvious but hardly less dangerous are those

generalizations which creep into our lives every day, and
through such everyday use become a “truth” to a group
or groups of people.

These “truths” often come about from the action or
reaction of a very small segment, perhaps even an indiv-
idual, within that society

If one black man is accused of a crime, it is easy for
members of the dominant white class to ascribe that in-
dividual action to ALL black men.

If one female worker frequently calls in sick to work,
it matters little that nine other women workers faith-
fully report to their jobs on time, day-<in and day-out.
The one is classed as being an accurate representation
of the whole.

This tendency toward generalization tramscends any
particiular political, religious or racial organization and
almost always is further from real “truth” and reality
than closer.

It is no different in Alaska. The actions of a few
are constantly held up to paint the remainder with the
broad brush. For instance, the few unfortunate Natives
who live their lives in an alcoholic fog on Anchorge's
Fourth Avenue or Fairbanks’ Second Street are con-
sidered by many, who don’t know the cultures, to be
all Alaska Natives
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