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yBy LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

Over
MORGAN-

Over
MORGAN-

OverOver the last two years thethe-

federal

the-

federalfederal government has investedinvested-

over

invested-

overover $44$ million in bilingualbilingual-

programs

bilingual-

programsprograms in Alaska-mainlyAlaskamainly- inin-

induvidual

in-

induvidualinduvidual grants 'toto' to schools oror-

school

or-

schoolschool districts-withdistrictswithdistricts--with--- littlelittle-

coordination
little-

coordinationcoordination .

A coordinated , statewide ;

program would cost in thethe-

neighborhood

the-

neighborhoodneighborhood of $11$ million ,

according to Elaine Ramos , vicevice-

president

vice-

presidentpresident for Rural Education ,

University ofof-ofAlaska- Alaska , who isis-

currently

is-

currentlycurrently applying for federalfederal-

Title

federal-

TitleTitle 77'and7and'andand' Title 4 funds for aa-

statewide

a-

statewidestatewide bilingual agency .

"MillionsMillions" more wouldwould-

eventually

would-

eventuallyeventually be saved if educatorseducators-
could

educators-
couldcould eliminate duplication ofof-

effort
of-

efforteffort in the field ," sheshe-

maintains
II-

maintainsmaintains . "It'sIts" ' soSQ fragmented .
'

So much non-communicationnoncommunication-- .
I'I-

EachEach little place tryingt ing
',

toto-

develop

to-

developthierdevelopdevelop'thierdevelop.tWerdevelopthier'thierthier.tWertWer'. own wheel.,"
.

I'I-

lierHerlier, proposal,
comes at a timetime-

whenwhenwhen Alaska'sAlaskas' State OperatedOperated-

School

Operated-

SchoolSchool system is beingbeing-

decentralized
being-

decentralizeddecentralized , leaving 21-

independent
212\22-

indelend

\

independentindelend? nt school districts toto-

fend

to-

fendfend for themselvesemselves and , sincesioce ,
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'
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under
1)-

under
1)-

under
)

under state law ,
' bilingualbilingual-

education
bilingual-

educationeducation is required when 15 oror-

more
or-

moremore children speak a languagelanguage-

other
language-

otherother then English , most
'-

of
o- f'-

ofthese

'

ofof-

thesethese inexperienced schoolschool-

districts
school-

districtsdistricts will haveave to , deal with it .

Under the decentralizationdecentralizatdecentralizatondecentralization-
plan

onon-

planplan , the state department ' ofof-

education
of-

education, education is suppose to provideprovide-
expertise

provide-
expertiseexpertise to help districts withwith-
bilingual

with-
bilingualbilingual programs , but at thisthis-

writing
this-

writingwriting no such help is available .

"It'sIts"' It'sIts' tough sledding forfor-

bilingual
for-

bilingualbilingualbilingualmoneymoney in legislature ,"
reportsr ports Sam Kito , AlaskaAlaska-

Federation
Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives presidentpresident-
and

president-
andand legislativele slative lobbiest...

AArecentrecent survey of bilingualbilingual-
programs

bilingual-
programsprograms by thistWs reporterreporte-
rshowed

reporte-
rshowedshowed extraordinaryextraordinarydu-
plication

extraordinarydu-
plicationduplication of money , effort andand-

frustration
and-

frustrationfrustration . In Bethel there areare-

the
are-

thethe University of Alaska YupikYupik-

Language
Yupik-

LanguageLanguage Workshop and thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian AffairsAffai-
rsBilingual

Affai-
rsBilingualBilingual EducationEducationC-
cnter

EducationC-
enterbothCenterCcnterCenter-bothCenterboth-both doing an excellentexcellen-
tjobbut

excellen-
tjobbutjobjob-butjobbut-but duplicating overhead inin-

the
in-

thethe extreme .

The North Slope BoroughBorough-
School

Borough-
SchoolSchool District'sDistricts' dedicated ,
under-underunderfundedunder-fundedunderfunded- funded , understaffedunderstaffe-
dbilingual

understaffe-
dbilingualbilingual departmentd partment isis-

struggling
is-

struggling.struggling-.strugglingstruggling-struggling.,.strugglingoverstrugglingover- over ground alreadyalready-
well

,,
".

well covered by BethelBethelagencies'agenciesagencies';
, .

And the Nome Bureau ofofIndianofIndian-
Affairs

IndianIndian-
AffairsAffairs bilingual project'' isis-

apparently
is-

apparentlyapparently not aware that thethe-
much

the-
muchmuchmuchneededneeded tests they'vetheyve' beenbee-
ntrying

bee-
ntryingtrying to produceproduceun-
successfully

produceun-
successfully(unsuccessfully ) already exist forfor-

the
for-

thethe KuskokwimKuskokwim.YukonKuskokwimYukon. Yukon Delta .

Recently the pioneeringpioneeringpioneering-
Alaska

pioneering-
Alaska

,

Alaska Native Language CentertenterCenter-
ANLC

tenter-
ANLC

;
(ANLC ) has been brought underunder-
the

under-
the

.

the arm of Ramos ' 'RuralRural' RuralRural-

'EducationEducation'Education', department andandis:
, is Ms .

Ramos ' hope this program cancan-
be

can-
bebe expanded to fit the state .

There is already considerableconsiderable-
cooperatioQ

considerable-
cooperationcooperationcooperatioQ between ANLCANtCANLCand

'

andand-
other

and-
otherother bilingual entities , but untiluntil-
Alaska's

until-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' myriad of bilingualbilingual-
projects

bilingual-
projectsprojects officially have a centralcentral-
office

central-
officeoffice ,;,' the'the'' 'statestate' is in for{or a veryvery-
expensive

-".'"." :'

expensiveexpensi.veexpensive. ];' "babblebabble" "" ofof-
duplicated

:

duplicated efforteffort..
S
;: :


