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EDITH
"

TEGOSEAK'TEGOSEAK
' TEGOSEitaTEGOSEitaAKAK ,

Edithdith Tegoseaktranslatesegoseaktranslates
,
and givesgivesadviceadvice

In AlaskaAljlSka , Eskimos who movemove-
from

move-
fromfrom their Native villages to aa-

city
a-

citycity , often leaving familyfamilyand-andand-,and-
friends

and-
friendsfriends behind , can findfmdfmd-

themseJves
find-

themselvesthemselvesthemseJves lonely and unableunable'tounabletounable'to-
cope

'
toto-

copecope withwithmanymany aspects of theirtheir-
new

their-
newnew life . But many of(}f thosethose-
comingDomingomingcoming to Fairbanks , Alaska ,
from Barrow area ',, find someonesomeone-
waiting

someone-
waitingwaiting to help .

76yearoldEskimoEdith tegoseakTgoseakT goseak , a 76-year-old76yearold76yearold-
Eskimo

- -

Eskimo woman who looks 2020-

years
20-

yearsyears younger , translates , givesgives-

advice
gives-

adviceadvice andandootherwiseo erWise help newnew-
arrivals

new-
arrivalsarrivals . She is a familiar figurefigure-
in

figure-
inin her gaily colored parka .

As a child , Edith was sent toto-

the
to-

thethe PresbyterianPresbyteIin mission schoolschool-
in

school-
inin Barrow , Alaska , where sheshe-
was

she-
waswas born and raised . She oftenoften-
helped

often-
helpedhelped the mission doctor in thethe-
clinic

the-
clinicclinic there . -

Edith later married ReubenReuben-
Tegoseak

Reuben-
TegoseakTegoseak , a reindeer herder , andand-
with

and-
withwith him followed the herdsherdherds-
over

$ .,

over the tundra , winter andand-
summer

and-
summersummer ," ,. and reared their 11I1

children .. Edith kept her faithfaith-

strong
faith-

strongstrong . She held services in thethe-

Tegoseak
the-

TegoseakTegoseak tent on Sundays ,

leading the hymn-singinghymnsinging- andand-

translating
and-

translatingtranslating .thethe.,the ScriptureScript re for allall-

those
all-

thosethose in attendance .

The Tegoseaks later moved toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks , where ReubenReuben-

worked
Reuben-

workedworkedworkedonon the Alaska RailroadRailroad-

until
Railroad-

untiluntil his death in 1966 . ButBut-

despite

But-

despitedespite her own sorrowssorrows (twotwo-

chilclren
two-

childrenchildrenchilclren; have also diedd ed ), Edith isis-

always

is-

alwaysalways ready to help others ..

For example , one daydaysheshe wasVasVas-

looking
was-

looking
}

looking through her purse andand-

realized
and-

realizedrealized that it contained enougherroughenough-

for

--
for her needs . She felt , at thatthat-

moment
that-

momentmoment , that God wanted herher-

to
her-

toto share her good fortune , so sheshe-

asked
she-

askedasked for guidance , Then shesheIshe-

remembered
she-

remembered
I

remembered some relatives whowhwh-

had
o l!

had recently moved toto the citycityIcity-

from
city-

from

I

from a remote northern villagevillage-

and
village-

andand who spoke little English .

WhenW en she arrived at theirthe , r

out-of-the-wayoutoftheway- -- - Quonset hut , sheshe-

found
she-

foundfound that the elderly couplecouple-

were
couple-

werewere very ill . Edith felt that GodGod-

had
God-

hadhad answered her prayer to be ofof-

service

of-

serviceservice . She took them to herher-

own
her-

ownown home until she was able toto-

arrange
to-

arrangearrange for hospitalization , andand-

then
and-

thenthen'. acted as their interpreter .

Edith Tegoseak has seen a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofofofchangeschanges in Alaska overov r thethe-

many
the-

manymany decadesdeCJ< es of her life , but sheshe-

interids
she-

intendsintendsinterids to keep trying to helphelp-

others
help-

othersothers adjust to a new wayway-

life
ofof-

life
Ifr

life as long as she is ableable-

Suggested

able-

Suggested

able-

Suggested

.

-SuggestedSuggested- by Margaret A . GrayGray-

Fairbanks
Gray-

FairbanksFairbanks , AlaskaAlaskAlaska-

Reprinted

Alask-

Reprinted

a

(Reprinted from GuidepostsGuideposts-
e
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