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A four memberr team repre-
senting the alaska federation of
natives plan to ask interior sec
retarydetary designee walter J hickel
to retain the land freeze im-
posed by outgoing secretary of
interior stewart L udall in
exchange for endorsing hickel
for the interior cafiinet post

that was the word yesterday
by emil notti president of the
abnyafnyAFN in a telephone interview
from washington with tundra
times

notti said if he and three
other AFNAJFN rerepresentativespresentatives could
not get hickel to agree totd retain
the land freeze that they would
attempt to get from him an
acceptable alternative for pro-
tection of native land should tthehe
freeze be lifted

the only public statement
he has made on the subject
indicates hehejnighfhejnigmighthf lift the freeze
said notti ifff he intends to
do that wed like to know how
he intends to protect native land
particularly around villages 2

notti said thp teamcompristeam compris-
ed of john borbridge vice prebipreeipresi-
dent of the AENAFN ebenebenhopsonhopson
executive director of the arctic
slope native association and
barry jackson counscounseldl for the
group had not yetet been able to
obtain an appointment wiwithith hic-
kel

it may be two or three days
before we can meet wiwithth him
notti said we understand he
is going to new york tomorrow

the team had separate con-
ferencesferences today with members of
the alaska congressional delega-
tion senators mike gravel and
ted stevens andana congressman
howard pollock and had a con-
ference with outgoing secretary
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udall
udall reiterated what he term-

ed his last news conference
that the land freeze should be
retained and that it was in the
best interest of alaska and its
native people

udall said the land freeze
would do much to expedite an
early settlement of the native
land claims issue which has gone
so long unresolvedunresolvedo

the leadership of the alaska
federation of natives is in wash-
ington today seeking definite
commitment from the secretary
of the interior designate walter
J hickel as to his position on
the current alaskan land freeze
imposed by the outgoing secre-
tary stewart L udall

the AFN a statewide native
organization representing some
54000 eskimos indians and
aleutsaleuns is being represented by
the AFN president emil notti
john borbridge first vice presi
dent of the organization and
president of the central council
of the tlingit and haida indians
state rep willie hensley of
kotzebue eben hopson execu-
tive director of the arctic slope
native association and former
legislator and barry jackson of
fairbanks counsel for the groupgroupogroppo

the delegation is seeking clar-
ification as to whether hickel
intends to continue the land
freeze lift it or offer an alterna-
tive land proposal plan for solu
tion acceptable to alaskasalanskas na-
tive people

the action stemmed from a
special meeting of the AFN
board of directors called last
tuesday to discuss whether to
agree to Hichickenshickefshickelsbickelskels request that
the organization give a blanket
endorsement to his confirmation
as secretary of the interior

the decision of the native
leadership to make the washing-
ton trip at this time is being
seerrdeerr as an important move by
the native people and the out-
come of the talks and final
decision of the AFN regarding
walter hickel will canycarry impor-
tant weight on the confirmation
proceedings

the move has strong political
overtones stemming from the
fact that hickel has asked the
AFN for endorsement and the
organizations part may carry
important notice next wednes-
day when the secretary designate
appears before the interior com-
mittee for confirmation

the move is also being seen
as an important prop for the
AFN leadership as a bargaining
point

walter hickel has expressed
some strong indications that he
can undo what secretary stew-
art udall has done the land
freeze imposed by udall is a
strong case in point

E the native leadership thinks
that hickel might undo the
freeze which they think gives
the native people a strong politi-
cal in when congress begins
the long awaited deliberations on
the native land problem in
alaskaska

in the meantime the asso-
ciation of village council presi-
dents representing 10000 eski-
mos and indians in the lower
kuskokwim and yukon areas
has issued a formal endorsement
of the appointment of gov wal-
ter hickel as secretary of the
interior

the association has urged all
LLSUS senators to support and
confirm hickel for secretary 0

moses paukan president of
the AVCP stated that a man of
bickelshickefshickelsHickels caliber and knowledge
of alaskan problems is indispens-
able to the welfare of the state
in solving many problems

the nixon administration
could not have done alaska a
bigger favor said paukan than
to appoint an alaskan as secre-
tary of the interiorInter ioro alaska has
always suffered from misunder-
standing misshapen policies and
federal bureaucratic nonsense
primarily through agencies of
the department of the interior

on the other hand the kus
kokwimkokwirn valley native associa-
tion has pulled its earlier inten-
tion to endorse hickel the final
decision of the group will prob-
ably depend on the outcome of
the AFN conference with hickel
in washington

the attitude of the arctic
slope native association was
not known at the time of this
writing but the arctic area peo-
ple are known to have some
strong beelinfeelinfeelingsv

gs Aeganegativetive to hickel
the general feeling among

the native leaders seems to be
toward endorsing hickel for con-
firmationfirmation

they felt that if they didnt
their hands would be bitten
anyway because of their strong
feeling that the oil industry
would be the big winner in the
process as far as oil discovery in
alaska is concerned

the native people feel also
that their lands were being taken
all the time because of land
selections by the state in areas
they used for food getting and
areas they have occupied tradi-
tionallytionally

some tempers have developed
over these occurrences the out

come of the talks between hickel
and the AFN leadership in wash-
ington can either fan these feel-
ings or allay them


