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Kleppe has grantedgrantt'dgranttd' the State ofof-

Alaska

}

Alaska an extension of timeume to
.' '

.''

select lands previously set aside-

for
aSlasidee

for Native selections uunderder thethe-

land
the-

land theI I

land claimsclaU11S act AccordingAccordtng to a3 ;'
press release from the OfficeOftkeOffice-

of
Oftke-

ofof the Secretary inan \Anchorageo\nchorageonchorage ,.

the state willwdl have preferenpreferencepreferen.epreferene. e tn-

select
totnto-

selectselect lands not selectedselel'teliselelteli' hhr-

Native
byhr)

Native corporationsCorpor311ons until AprilAprtlApril-

I

Aprt-

lII1.197711977I... 19711977 .,

The Alaska Federation of-

Natives
ottitoftit-

NativesNatives may taketak.e. legallegalactionaction toto-

revoke
to-

revokerevoke the extension .

. Withdrawals of federal land ,.

from which NativeNattve seJe'tlons-
were

selectionsseJe'tlonsseJetlonsselections-
were

'
were to be made , were onginally-

supposed
originallyonginallonginally)'

supposed to end December 18 .,

1975 . However , the InteriorInterior-
Secretary

Interior-
Secretary

. ''-t
t't-

forSecretary extended the deadlinedeadline-

forfor certain types of NativeNative-
selections

Native-
selections

"
selections until October I of this
year . Starting October 2 . thethe-

state
the-

statestate was to have first chance al-

lands
atalat-

landslands notnat selected by NativeNative-

corporations
Native-

corporauanscorporationscorporauans for ninetymnety davsdaysdays-

The

days-

TheThe statestale maintainedmatntalned , however ,.

that ninetynmety days was notnul enHugh-

and
enoughenHughenough-

andand requestedrequeued (thehe additionaladditional-

tunc
additional-

tunetimetunctune ,. .which.hlchhlch Kleppe grantedranttJ Ies-
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last14s1Iestlas-
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State wins selection extension I
(Continued from Page 1)11)-

week
1)-

week
)

week .

Under the Statehood Act , thethe-

state
the-

statestate is allowed the exclusiveexclusive-
right

exclusive-
rightright to select lands previouslypreviously-
setset aside by the Federal governgovern-govemgovern-

ment
¬-

ment.. In the beginning , thisthis-

right
this-

rightright applied to federal with-

drawals
with-

drawals
withwith-¬-

drawals such as military basesbases-

or
bases-

oror land used by federal agencies ,

which might be terminated forfor-

some
for-

somesome reasonreJ.sonreJson;. . After the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims act was passed , it appliedapplied-
toto withdrawals for Native selec-

tions
selec-selecselec-

tions
selecselec--¬-

tions as wellwell-

The
well-

The
well-

TheThe AlaskaAJaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives has long and loudlyloudly-
opposed

loudly-
opposedopposed an extension of thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' selection preference right..

AFN President Sam Kito saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe federation is considering aa-

lawsuit
a-

lawsuitlawsuit but will wait until theythey-
receive

they-
receivereceive a copy of the Secretary'sSecretarysSecretary's-
order

Secretary's-
order

'

order before deciding whether toto-

block
to-

blockblock the extension in court..

Kito said AFN has opposedopposed-
the

opposed-
thethe extension because they feltfelt-

the
felt-

thethe state had no intention ofof-

using
of-

usingusing the extra 90 days the wayway-

it
way-

itit had planned ,. namely to holdhold-
public

hold-
publicpublic hearings on proposedproposed-
statestatetate selections .

In addition , Kito explainedexplained-
that

explained-
thatthat with most Native landland-

selections
land-

selectionsselections still bottled up In-

the
inin-

thethe Bureau of Land Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
ManageManage-¬-

ment , there is some questionquestion-
whether

question-
whetherwhether the Natives or thethe-

state
the-

statestate would receive priorityprionty In-

processing
inin-

processingprocessing selection applications .
"""ObviouslyObviously , we feel we shouldshould-
have

should-
havehave been first ," Kito said .,

Lastly , Kito remarked , anan-

extensIOn
an-

extensionextension of time for the state

would create difficulties fprfpr-

some
fpr-

somesome regional Native corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

corporacorpora-¬-

tions who areire entitled to landslands-
under

lands-
underunder Section 14 (h(h) ((8)8) of thethe-

land
the-

landland claims. act.. This is a rela-

tively
rela-

tively
relarela-rela-rela-¬-

tively small amount of land notnot-
selected

not-
selectedselected under specific categoriescategories-

but
categories-

butbut which is to be disbursed toto-

the
to-

thethe regional native corporationscorporations-
onon the basis of population .

The press release from thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Department quotesquotes-
Secretary

quotes-
SecretarySecretary Kleppe as saying ,
""TheThe idea of extending selec-

tion
selec-

tion
selecselec-selec-selec-¬-

tion termination dates is notnot-

new
not-

newnew ., We have extended NativeNative-
selection

Native-
selectionselection on two occasions andand-

it
and-

itit is only fair to treat thethe-

state
the-

statestate likewise . After the ter-

mination
ter-

mination
terter-ter-ter-¬-

mination of this extension , bothboth-
the

both-
thethe State and Natives will bebe-

on
be-

onon equal footing in terms ofof-

land
of-

landland selection . No further exex-

tensions
ex-ex-ext-

ensions
¬-

tensions are anticipated . "
Commissioner of NaturalNatural-

Resources
Natural-

ResourcesResources Guy Martin , whowho-
heard

who-
heardheard about the extension ofof-

time
of-

timetime on the radio , said hehe-

hoped
he-

hopedhoped Natives would not taketake-
the

take-
thethe issue to court .

""II sincerely hope they dont: .

I1 can understand the generalgeneral-
outlines

general-
outlinesoutlines of their position ,"
he commented .

Martin remarked further thatthat-
the

that-
thethe state and Natives were eacheach-

trying
each-

tryingtrying to protect their ownown-

valid
own-

validvalid rights and interests andand-

that
and-

thatthat the Interior DepartmentDepartment-
hadhad not done everything possiblepossible-
toto keep these interests fromfrom-

colliding
from-

collidingcolliding .,

In a statement releasedreleased-
December

released-
DecemberDecember 18 , CommissionerCommissioner-
Martin

Commissioner-
MartinMartin pointed out that , ""Ala-

ska's
"Ala-

ska's
"AlaAla"Ala-¬-

ska'sskas' Natives are the primeprime-
beneficiaries

prime-
beneficiariesbeneficiaries otof the SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct , justlust as all Alaskans are ofof-

the
of-

thethe Statehood Act , and a strongstrong-
cooperatIve

strong-
cooperativecooperative effort is necessarynecessary-
toto insure that the admimstration-
of

administration-
of

administrationadmimstration
ofofoneone act does not impair thethe-

objectIves
the-

objectivesobjectives of another.. "
One of the mamsmains reasonsreasons-

the
reasons-

thethe state needs a selection timetime-

extension
time-

extensionextension , Martin said , is thatthat-

land
that-

landland records at the Bureau ofof-

Land
of-

LandLand Management are poorlypoorly-
kept

poorly-
keptkept and inadequate to use inin-

choosing
in-

choosingchoosing land to be selectedseJe.ctedseJected. .,

Does the April I deadlinedeadline-
give

deadline-
givegive the state enough time to

make its selections ?
""TheThe answer to that-

depends
thatthat-

dependsdepends really on whether BLM-

gets
BLM-

gets
BUMBLM

gets their records in shape ,"
Martin said .,

The selection issue is com-
plicated

comcom-¬.-

plicated because the state onlyonly-

has
only-

hashas a selection preference rightright-
on

right-
onon lands previously withdrawnwithdrawn-
for

withdrawn-
forfor Native selection but notnot-
actually

not-
actuallyactually selected . The problemproblem-
isis that at least five of the rere-

gional
reo-

gional
reore-re-¬

gional Native corporations havehave-

filed
have-

filedfiled on all the land mademade-
available

made-
availableavailable to ththemrn , even thoughthough-
they

though-
theythey are entitled to only aa-

portion
a-

portionportion of the land selected ., '
These vast over-selectionsoverselections- werewere-

made
were-

mademade by corporations who feltfelt-

they
felt-

theythey had not had enough timetime-

to
time-

toto analyze land selection choiceschoices-
and

choices-
andand needed a way to tie upup-

the
up-

thethe land to protect their inin-

terests
in-in¬-.

terests while difficulties werewere-
worked

were-
workedworked out..

The state'sstates' present selectionselection-
right

selection-
rightright extends to 10-1510151O.1S1O1S10.151015-. mUlion-
acres

millionmUlionmillion-
acresacres of land withdrawn forfor-

Natives
for-

NativesNativesNatives/NativesNativesbut,/;' but not selected byby-

them
by-

themthem . Under the StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
ActAct , the state is entitled to 103103-

million
103-

millionmillion acres , of which it hashas-

abou
has-

aboutaboutabout 37 million acres left toto-

select
to-

selectselect .

Realizing that Native cor-

porations
cor-

porations
corcor-cor-cor-¬-

porations might try to block thethe-

90day
the-

90day- the f1ted-

applications
filedf1tedfiled-

applications
90-day90day-- extension , state
applications on nearly threethree-
million

three-
millionmillion acres of land lastlast-

Wednesday
last-

WednesdayWednesday to meet the orioil ¬.

ginal December 31 deadline .

The state selected lands nearnear-
the

near-
theSagavanirktokRiverthe North Slope'sSlopes' SagavanirktpkSagavanirktok
River ,, lands near Point HopeHotieHove ,.

lands along the Yukon , Kus-

kokwim
Kus-

kokwim
Kus-

kokwim
Kus-Kus--

kokwim , Tanana and CopperCopper-
Rivers

Copper-
RiversRivers , and several parcels onon-

the
on-

thethe Alaska Peninsula .


