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ParksParks-
confusion

'

confusion"''IonIon'confusionState
State of AlaskaAlaska-

Department

'

Department of NaturalNatural-
Resources

Natural-
Resources

Natural-
ResourcesResourcesResources-

Division
Resources-

Division
Resources-

DivisionDivision of ParksParks-
Oct

Parks-
Oct

Parks-
OctOct . 16 , 19781978-

Dear

1978-

DearDear Editor : .

InInthe, the wake of the D-2D2- concon-con-

troversy
¬.-

troversy , there seems to be muchmuch-
confusion

much-
confusionconfusion over the differencedifference-
between

difference-
betweenbetween State and NationalNational-
parks

National-
parksparks , and , indeed , the need forfor-

two
for-

twotwo systems, at allall.. We are writwrit-writ-
ing

¬.-
ing to you , and your readers , inin-

an
in-

anan effort to provide educationeducation-
onon this distinctiondis inction , and to bet,¬

ter informinfonn the public off our purpur-pur-
pose

¬.-
pose .,

The Division of Parks waswas-

established
was-

establishedestablished in the Department ofof-

Natural
ff-

NaturalNatural Resources in October
1970 , based upon the philophilo-philo-
sophy

philo-
sophy

¬-

sophy of maximizing recreationrecreation-recreation-
al

¬-
al opportunities while also propro-pro-

tecting
pro-

tecting
¬-

tecting recreational and scenicscenic-
resources

scenic-
resourcesresources . Our by-wordsbywords- areare-

Accessibility
are-

AccessibilityAccessibility and Use - now andanilanil-

for
and-

forfor all future Alaskans and theirtheIr-
visitors

their-
visitorsvisitors .

n .

n' _,
' . 'l.rl.rlr',. : <\ .
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-

:I ..' '
,

Thel.helheThe.; 'littIe-appreciate'd'littIelittIeappreciate'dappreciated,'' little-appreciatedlittleappreciated-- '

distincdistinc-dstinc-dstincdistinc-
tlon

dstinc-
tionbetween

( ¬-

tiontlontionbetween.,! betweenbetw en federallyfederall.operatedfederalloperatedfederallyoperatedfederall.operated-
parks

federallyoperated-
parks

)',.perated
parks in AlaskaAlaska'andAlaskaand'andand,''-

and
a-nd' theth State'sStatesState's-

managementL
State's-

management
'

managementmanagementLmanagementLof;" of recreation rere-rere-

sources
:¬-

sources andahdparks':'parksarks , primarily.forprimarilyforprimarilyfor-
its

prinlarily ,;. forfor-
itsits own

'-

citizens
c-

itizens' citizens ' benefit ' deserdeS r.'
ves-vesvesreinforcement-- reinforcement ., It is imporimpor-impor-
tant

¬.-

tant ?; too ,. totoremove-removeremove-. this vitalvital-

Alaskan
vital-

AlaskanAlaskan resource'resource.' --- its StateState-
Parks

,

ParksParks'from-'- from'f- romf- rom- 'fromfrom' the raging controcontro-contro-
versy

{:ontro-ontroontro-
versy

¬-

versy over federal governing of .,

vastvast'areasvastareas' areas of federal lands whichwhich-
include

which-
Includeinclude parks and recreationalrecreational-
resources

recreational-
resourcesresources . This is clearlydearly a diffidim-dimdiffi-dim-
ult

diffi-

cult
¬-

cult{:ult educational processpro ess .
Recreational ' facilitiesfacilitiestfacilitiesandt\

andand-

park
and-

parkpark lands administered bybythe-thethe.the-,. the-

State
.the-

StateState ofpfof AlaskaAJask mayay be large inin-

extent
in-

extentextent by lower '48 standardsstandards-
but

standards-
but

,
but they artarare exceedingly

,
modestmodestmodesmodest-

by
modes-

byby Alaskan needs . The,The worldworld-
average

world-
averageaverage for management of lands"'

for parks is approximately ., 5 perper-
cent

per-
centcent ' - 6 per cent of total governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment holdingsholdingg'
. In"" Alaska , thethe-

Division
the-

DivisionDivision ootof Parks manages lessles-
sthan3

less-

thanthanthan3-33'"-3 perper cent'cent' of'of' , the ', state'sstatesstate's-
projected

state's-
projected

'
projected holdings . In additionaddition-
toto the increasing use of statestate-
park

state-
parkpark areas and waysides by-bybyA"- A-AA-

laskans
AA-

laskans
-.

laskans themselves , the >, statestate-
parks

state-
parksparks have become increasinglyincreasingly-
magnetic

Increasingly-
magneticmagnetic for tourists from outout-out-
side

out-
side

¬-

side of AlaskaAJaslea . The Alaska Visi-Visi-

. . , ,-" , \' . ,
'flfl',,'

. MM&* tKP
. letterseaterstKPletterseatersto-

rs

? _.
'

.torstors., .torsAssociationtors /AssociationAssociationAssociatlon/;; ocl IO. ,\ estimateses imates
,
thattthat-

each
atat-

elcheache/lchelch/ touristtouristuxistday.iniAlaskaiuxistdayiniAlaskaiuxistday.iniAlaskaiand, ; day ., .ininAlaska,;/AlaskaAlaska/ ' andand-
in

and-
Inin hhdr'parkshdrparksr '' park $; ' hlLhas$ ea value ' OJof $7575$75-
in

$75-
In'cashl

$
incashIn'cashlIncashlin '" -cash/cash-.' cashtocash/J to ' thethe'state'sthestates'state'sstatesstate's' ' ' economyececonomyeconomy-

On
nomynomy-

OnOn this basis'the"state'parksbasisthestateparksbasls'thebaslsthebasis'the"statebasisthestate, .,
' '" state ' arks inIn-InIn-

tome
*-'

cometome ,
fbrforforthetState, thejj'StatethejjStatetheStat;;:, ' state'Farksof0ofofAlaska'FarksFarks

, .AlaskaAlaska.,Alaska-

during
Alaska-

duringduring
'-

the-
'-

the
t-

he
'-

thecurrel'
thethe-thecurrent- currentcurrelfyear''year equalseq81seqequals-

almost
81s81-

salmostalmost 15-1515times16.times16times15 -. times
' that of the A >.

laska Division of Parks budget..

On the generalg neral election balbal-balbal-

lot
bal-

lot
¬-

lot in November
'

there jwiir'wilt'bewiltbe'wilt'be-
one

' wilt ' bebe-

oneone "itemitem'Itemltem.devoteltemdevote"' ' ., devotedl: <,{'to'ttott6t', to'tstatewidetotstatewideto'tstatewide-
recreation

'' statewidestatewide-
recreationrecreation facilities ' andandState'StateState.State-State'.- .State-

parks
State-

parksparks development !:. Twnety-fourTwnetyfourTwnetyfourr-
ecreatlon

Twnetyfourr-
ecreation

-

develop'mentrecreatiori,4andrecreatiori4andrecreatlonrecreation ' ,) <; and 'parksparks'' '' developdevelop-¬-.
ment'ment
'

,,_ capitalcapitat.fundingitemscapitatfundingitems,;.fundingfundingatems: items willwill-

appear
will-

appearappear'; on I'oneIoneI'oneII'oneballot('oneone'ballotoneballotI' ballot option inin-

'November
In-

'NovemberNovember'November' ,:,* bondbond'itembonditem,

' item No : 2 onon-

the
on-

thethe ballot . WhateverWpatever additionaladditional-
help

additional-
helphelp or Informationinformatidttfnfonnati n you mightmight-
wish

might-
wishwish to haveTihavejhave ,;!'pleaseplease"please:"' let meme-

know
me-

knowknow . MyMy.telephoneMytelephone". telephone number inIn-

Inchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage-I\nchorageInchorage-'\ iss 2742727;(=467667676 . Should II-
not

I-

notnotnotlnotbil, babbaavailable,", availableavat1able-avat1ableavat1ablewhen-, when you call ,
please consult with Bob Baker ,
Deputy, DirectorDi ctoictoiof" of .thethe. the'DivisiontheDivisionthe'Division-
of

he 'DivisionDivision' Division-
ofofof >' Turks/TurksTurks'OrPU'ksPUksParks{' /, 'Or-'OrOr'OrWith' r--r-rwith- With : NeilNeil-

Johannsen
Neil-

JohannsenJohannsen , Chief of Planning .
We willwiD make immediate responrespon-respon-
se

¬-

se to your inquiries .

Sincerely ,
Terry A, . McWilliams

McWilliamsDirector
Director


