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, JEomr.eerswillJEomreerswill
.
EngineersEflgineers

,

.
,

will
,
look ,at Bethel erosionerosion ,

problem
' I " '

WWASHJNGTONHJNGTON , D.C-TheD.CTheD.CDCTheD.C.TheDC.TheDCTheD.CDC. ..-.-TheThe- U .

S . SenatehaSsenate1hasSenate ,has'agreedhasagreed' agreedgreed toto a requestrequest-
from

request-
fron

'

fromfron%
' SenSenTedSen , -TedTed.Ted-. Stevens "andand"' 'andand'and-

askedaskedask' d thetbe Army CorpiCorpsorp $ OfQf Engin-EnginEngi-
neerstp

Engin-
eers

'--.
eerstpeers ,

(
tQt9study"'.studystudy.,

, an erosion controlcontrol-
proje

control-
projectprojectprojeprojet

,
t in. jBethelBethelthel , Alaska . .-

StevenStevent ?!:inademade theth request , inin-

the
in-

thethe fonnJonqform, of an amendment ,toto-

H.R
to-

H.RH.RHR.,,,
"''8309 , the'NavigationtheNavigationthe'NavigtheNavig' tion DeDe-DeDe-

velopment
¬.-

velopment
'

Act off 1978 , currentcurrent-current-
ly

¬.-
ly being debated on the SenateSenate-
floor

Senate-
floorfloor . The amendment' passedpassed-
onon a voice votevote .,

"ThisThis" project is desperatelydesperately-

needed, needed to protect the-thetheproperty-' propertyproperty-
and

property-
andand lives of the people who livelive-

in
live-

inin this . growing community inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ,"'"!; Stevens said , explainingexplaining-

that
explaining-

that
,

that the1thelthelrightthe ' righjtright , bank of the Kus-KusKus-
kokwim

Kus-
kokwim

-.
kokwimkokwim River Jiniii ,

BethelBethel,e9telrhashas beeneen

eroding at an alarmingalamling, ; rate andand-
is

and-
isis threatening aU.SaUSaa "' U.SUSt!! . . PublicPublic-
Health

Public-
HealthHealth Service hospital and aa-

fuel
a-

fuelfuel piloUoil tank farm .

Bethel
'

is located approxiapproxi-approxi-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-

mately 80 miles
, above thethe-

mouth
the-

mouthmouth of the Kuskokwim RiverRiver-

in
River-

ininp&pulationpopulationSouthwest Alaska ,;. The p&pu-p&puppupopu-popup &pu -.
lation of the greater area isis-

about
is-

aboutabout 8,5008500, with 3,0003000, peoplepeople-
residing

people-
residingresiding within the city limits .

Stevens said that in 1970 ,
the erosion rate normal to thethe-

bank
the-

bankbank was 12 feet per year , butbut-
during

but-
duringduring the spring rurtoffrulloffrunoff periodperiod-
of

period-
ofof 1977 the erosion rate acac-acac-

celerated
ac-

celerated
¬-

celerated and was estimatedestimated at

10 feet per week in the vicinityvicinityvicinity-

ofof the hospital and tank farm .

He said the Senate EnvironEnviron-Environ-
ment

Environ-
ment

¬-

ment and Public Works ComCom-Com-
mittee

Com-
mittee

¬-

mittee has directed theth . CorpsCorps-
of

Corps-
ofof Engineers to examinexamine thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem and what was neededneeded-
now

needed-
nownow is for the U.SUS. . Senate toto-

instruct
to-

instructinstruct the Corps to begin thethe-
study

the-
studystudy . -.

The amendmentamendment as passed byby-

the
by-

thethe Senate authorizes the CorpsCorps-
toto conduct a feasibility studystudy-
for

study-
forfor erosion control improveimprove-improve-
ments

improve-
ments

¬-

ments on the river at a cost not

to exceed $400,000400000$ , . It directsdiredtsdiredts-
the

directs-
thethe Corps to report on the studystudy-
to

study-
toto Congress in two years .

"ItIt" is estimated that protecprotec-protec-
tion

protec-
tion

¬-

tion of 10,00010000, feet of rivqrriverrivriver-

bank
rr-

bankexistinglandsbank would preserve existingexistin$
lands , make unnecessary thethe-
moving

the-
movingmoving of buildings and oiloil-

storage
oil-

storagestorage tanks , and protect a vitalvital-

medical
vital-

medicalmedical docking facility ," SteSte-SteSte-

vens
Ste-

vens
¬-

vens told the Senate when hehe-

introduced
he-

introducedintroduced the amendment..

He said the State of Alaska ,
II-

CityCity of Bethel and
'-

private
p-

rivate'" private inin-inin-

terests
in-

terests
¬-

timberbulkheadsterests had constructedpnstructedSpnstructed timbertimbertimber-
bulkheadsbulkheads aloriga.m"nga.mngamngal."ng 3,0003000, feet ofof-
the

of-
thethe river bank , but the riverriver-

undermined
river-

underminedundermined the bulkhead andand-

most
and-

mostmost of it collapsed and washedwashed-
away

washed-
awayaway .

"TheThe" people of Bethel havehave-
made

have-
mademade a commitment to savesave-

their
save-

theirtheir town ," he said , "thethe" federfeder-feder-
al

feder-
al

¬-

al government can do no less . "


