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Statc

Holloway-

StateStateStatc Commissioner of EducationEducation-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' schools are moving toward whatwhatwhat-

it

'

it becoming a performance-basedperformancebased- educationeducationeducation-

system

education-

systemsystem .

This means students will haveh ve to meetmeet-
higher

meet-
higherhigher education standards . And it means thatthat-

everyon'c

that-

everyoneeveryoneeveryon'ceveryonceveryone'
else involved in schooling will needneed-

to

need-

toto be more accountable for making sure ourour-
children

our-
childrenchildren meet the higher standards . This inin-inin-

cludes

¬.-

cludes teachers and other educators , families ,

school boardboardmembersmembers , employers and othersothers-

in

others-

inin the local community .

We need to build a performance-basedperformancebased- syssys-sys-

tem

sys-

tem

¬-

tem of schools because the world is more ecoeco-eco-
nomically

eco-

nomically

-¬-

nomically competitive . Many nations havehave-

placed

have-

placedplaced high priority on student achievementachievement-

inin math and science as part of an overall nana-nana-

tional

¬.-

tional economic strategy . They know that the

key to prosperity is a well-educatedwelleducatedwell-edwelled-- cated workforce .

If wewe decide not to set high standards , We dodo-

so

do-

soso at our ownownow 'nn' perilperl and ourOur?ur children'schildrenschildren'schildrens
' peril..

'studentsstudentsIStudents'

Students ininoutourout schools nownow advanceadvance-
through

advance-
throughthrough our education systemsystem largely on aa-

timebased

a-

timebasedtime-basedtimebased- schedule . When another yearyear isis-

gone

is-

gonegone , the child moves on to the next grade oror-
the

or-
thethe next subject..

Under a performance-basedperformancebased- system , educaeduca-educa-

tors

educa-

tors

¬-

tors and the public arcare very specific aboutabout-
what

about-
whatwhat students need to know and be able to do .

They set clear benchmarks so that a child acac-acac-

quire

ac-

quire

¬-

quire specific knowledge and skillsskils, at defineddefined-

stages

defined-

stagesstages of the child'schilds' development .. StudentsStudents-

advance

Students-

advanceadvance after mastering a certain level ofof-
knowledge

of-
knowledgeknowledge and skills .

Performance-basedPerformancebased- schools have a varietyvariety-

of
variety-

ofof ways to accurately measure whether stustu-stu-

dents

¬.-

dents arcare meeting the standards at every level
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4-

ofofaf their schoolingschoaling. SchoolsSchoals and educatorseducatars arearcarc-
held

:
held accountable for assisting each student toto-

attain

.
attain the high results we expect.. And I meanmean-

every

mean-

everyevery student ..
Our state hasIus not yet built such a statewidestatewide-

system

statewide-

systemsystem . In November , the State BoardBaard ofaf EduEdu-Edu-

cation
Edu-

cation
¬-

cation granted the request of the ChugachChugahChugah-
School

Chugach-

School

,
School District to be the first schoolschaal district toto-

become

.
become a performance-basedperformancebasedperfarmance-basedperfarmance- system .

Chugach , locatedlacated along Prince William SoundSaund ,

received permission to scrap the state'sstates' 2121-

units

21-

unitsunits of credit in order to graduate . Instead thethe-

district

the-

districtdistrict will advance students when they meetmeet-
predetermined

meet-
predeterminedpredetermined district performanceperfarmane, standards .

There arcare other pockets of excellenceexcellence-
where

excellence-
wherewhere promisingpramising things are happening ButBu-
tthey

Bu-
ttheythey arcare notnat happening in every school , inin-

every

in-

everyevery classroomclassraom for every child . We need toto-

make

to-

makemake it happen .

Governor KnowlcsKnowles and I have endorsed the

Alaska Quality SchoolsSchaols Initiative to encourageencourage-
schaols

encourage-
schoolsschoolsschaols aridand communities to.move in this direcdirec-direc-

tian

direc-

tion

¬-

tiontian . The 1996 Alaska EducationEducatian Summit waswas-

held

was-

heldheld in October to build support throughoutthroughout-
Alaska

throughout-
AlaskaAlaska for high student academic standards .

We invited teams of business leaders , govgov-gov-

ernment

¬.-

ernment officialsafficials , parents and educators , andand-

ather
and-

otherotherather communitycammunity members to. the summit.. WeWe-

asked

We-

askedasked the teams to. return home , expand theirtheir-

membership

their-

membershipmembership , and buildbuildactionaction plans to transtl.lnstllnstrans-trans-

form
"'. ¬.-

formfarm ouraur schoolsschaals into. performance-basedperformancebased- oror-or-

ganizations

¬.-

ganizationsganizatians . Juneau and Kake held their locallocal-

summits

local-

summitssummits and are onan the road to accomplishingaccomplishing-
thisthis . Other communitiescammunities have set their sumsum-sum-
mit

sum-
mit

¬-

mit dates orar have summits on the drawingdrawing-

board

drawing-

boardboard .

I am excited aboutabaut this effort . It'sIts'' imporimpor-impor-

tant

impor-

tant

¬-

tant that we take these steps . We need to dodo-

it

.
it forfar our children'schildrens' sake .
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