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'NoquestionNoquestion'NoNo' question that the rural areas carried a big stick '

By SEN . WILLIE HENSLEYIIENSLEYHENSLEY-

The

HENSLEY-

TheThe Second Session of thethe-

Seventh
the-

Seventh
( he

Seventh Alaska LegislatureLeglslJture isIS-

now
is-

nownow history . It was the longestlongest-

sessiop
longest-

sessiosessionsessiosessiop1 since Statehood lastinglastmg
161 days Despite all the critienl-enlcriti-enlc-

lsms
criti-

cisms

! ¬-

cismsclsms that will be leveledleveledatat thethe-

leadership
the-

leaderleadershipleader hip for the length of thethes-

eSSIOrt

the-

sessionsession1seSSIOrtsession , substantial new departdepart-depart-
ures

depart-
ures

¬-

ures were made inm state policypolicy-

Frorn
policy-

From
policy-

FromFrornFrom the pointpOlllt of view of thethe-

"bush
the-

"bush"bushbush" '"'! legislatorleglslJtor I believe that ,

inm comparisoncompanson with past years ,

more equity prevailedprevailedininIII thethe-

spendmg
the-

spendingspendingspendmg of state monies . MuchMuch-

of
Much-

ofof the rural spendingspendlllg will dependdepend-
onon votervote'rvoter'

approval of bondbondIssuesissuesIssues-
on

issues-
onon suchsuchitemsitemslIems as schools , airair-airair-

ports
air-

ports
¬-

ports , and local service roadsroads-

Yet
roads-

Yet
roads-

YetYet , the budget documentdocument-
Itself

document-
itselfitselfItselfreflectsreflects a growinggrowlIlg concon-con-

sideration
con-

sideration
¬-

sideration for statestdte obligations in11111-

1the

in-

thethe areas ofofrevenuerevenue sharingsharlllg forfor-

mUlllclpal
for-

municipalmunicipalmUlllclpalmunicipalservicesservices ,. greater locallocal-

government
local-

governmentgovernment powers andandresponresponrespon-respon-

Sibilities
respon-

sibilities
¬-

sibilities , rural development propro-pro-

Jects
pro-

jects
¬-

jects and improved educationaleducationaeduca Ilona::

programs .

There is no question that thethe-

rural
the-

ruralrural areas carriedcarnedcarriedaa3 big stickstickinin11111-

1the

in-

thethe past two years due to thethe-

ulllty

the-

unityunityulllty of bush legislators inIII putput-¬.-

tingtlllg Rep . George llohmanHohmanllohrnan inIII thethe-

Lhairmanslllp
the-

ILhairinanslupchairmanshipLhairmanslllpILhairinanslup of the MouseHouselouse( fitfi-fi-fi-
nance

¬-

nance committeecomnllttee .

Furthermore ,. there is subsub-sub-

stantially
ub ¬.-

stantiallystJntlally improved understandunderstand-understand-
ing

understand-
ing

¬-

ing ofofruralruralruralareasareas due to thethe-

actIve
the-

activeactive participation of bushbu h legislegls-leglslegis-legls-

IJtors
legis-

lators
¬-

latorsIJtors inIII committeeconuTiittee workworkandandand-

among
and-

amongamong variousvanous state agenciesagencle .

While the Senate has notnot-

generally
not-

generallygenerally been known for breakhreak-hreakbreak-hreak-

ing
break-

ing
¬-

ing new ground inIII rural propro-pro-
blems

pro-
blems

¬-

blems , the past session showedhowedshowed-

that
howed-

thatthat the SenateSenJte can respond byhyhy-

the
by-

thethe passagepJSSJge of the Bilingual eded-eded-

ucatIOn
ed-

ucation
¬-

ucation packagepad.JgepadJge. , Medicaid , ruralrllrJlrllrJl-

pioneer
rural-

pioneerpioneer home appropriationsappropnatlons andJndaridJnd-

groundbreaklllg
arid-

groundbreakinggroundbreakinggroundbreaklllg legislation inIIIII-

Inew

in-

newnew development cities concon-con-

cepts
con-

cepts
¬-

cepts .,

It was also helptulhelpful to the ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas to have had Sen Jay HamlIamllam-llamllam-

mond
¬.-

mondmondofof NaknekNAnek inIII the SenateSenate-

Presidency
Senate-

PresidencyPresidency HisIllsfits support wasWwas-

necessary
JSJS-

necessarynecessary to much bush legislalegisla-legllegisla-

tion
ld-ldld-

tlon
¬-

tiontlon and to portionspori Ions of thethe-

Governor's
the-

Governor'sGovernor'sGovernors' program .

In the next installmentIIlstallment ofofmymymy-

leglslJllve
my-

legislativelegislativeleglslJllve report 1I will discussdiscuss-

van
discuss-

variousvariousvan om forces that were at workwork-

inin111 the legislature as they affectedaffected-
the

affected-
thethe ruralruralareasareas of the state andand-

discuss
and-

discussdiscuss specificspeclf c pieces of legislalegisla-legl IJ ¬'-

tiontlontton inIII some detail..

II111will\\111111\\ reviewreYleW certaincertam bondbond-

Is

bond-

issuesissuesIs ues and their affectaffecl on thethe-

bu
the-

bushbushbu h , describedescnbe new programsprogram\programprogram-
such

programs-
such

\
suchsuchasas Medicaid , bilingualbllmguJI eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation

¬-

cation ., National Guard RetireRetne-RetneRetire-Retne-
ment

Retire-

ment

¬-

ment ,. Native claimsclJllns implementannplementJ-nnplementJimplementa-nnplementJ-
lion

implementa-
tion

¬-

tionlion ., RegionalReglorul CorporationforporJtlon loanslo.nhlonhlo.nh-
hy

loans-

by
.

byhy the StaleStatState , educationaleduCJlIOn31 broadbm.ld-bm.ldbroad-bm.ld-

C3Stll1g

broad-

casting
. ¬-

castingC3Stll1g facilitiesfacilllles , the oldoldageageage-

longevlly
age-

longevitylongevitylongevlly bonusbonu , lishmg1I\IlIng1IIlIngttshmg\ andand-

loumm
and-

tourismtourismloumm loans10II1S, , theIhe Uniform AlAIAl-AlA-

lcoholism
¬.-

coholismcoholl\mcohollm\ Act , reapportionnicnlreapportionment ,

the Governor'sGovernorsrovernor\rovernorrovernorcentperhJlrcl'\ cents-pcr-barrelcentspcrbarrelcent\-per-hJlrclcentperhJlrclcents-per-barrelcentperhJlrclt-
JX

centsperbarrelt-
ax \- -

taxtJX andanditsits1I atlectJltectaffect onoil the two perper-

cen
per-

centcentcen t sharehJle otofofoiloiloilrevenueoilrevenuesrevenuesrevenue\revenuerevenueto\ to gogo-

to
go-

toto the Native corporationscorporJtloll\corporJtlollcorporJtlollun\ ,. un-unun-

orgamed
unun-

organized
-.

orgam/edorgamedorg3nt/edorg3ntorganized/ borough proposalspropo JI\JIJIJnd\ andJndJnd-

other
and-

otherother items ot01ofofinterestinterestIIlterest to thethe-

bu
the-

bushbushbu h
bushIhI

I have alwaysJlwJY felt thattluttluthJtwhat'swhats\\hJt\hJtwhat's-
good

\ hJt-

good

'\
good lorfor the bushhu\hhuhhuhIbushis\ isI good torlorfor thethe-

urbJn
the-

urbanurbanurbJn areasJleas . There mustmmt behe adad-adad-

vancements
ad-

vancements
¬-

vancements and improvementsIInprovements in111m11-

1the

m-

thethe bushbushJlongbushalongalongJlong withWithsimilarsimilarnl1llJrsimilar-
movements

nl1llJr-
movementsmovements inm theIhe restre t ot01of thethe-

state
the-

statestate , otherwiseotherwl e AlaskaAlJ\kaAlJka\ will suresure-sure-
ly

sure-
ly

¬-

ly grow divergentlydivergentIy ,. creatingcreJ ! IIlg disdl(Its-ItsIts-

unity
¬-

unity and futurefUlure distressdl lre s . It is1\1\1-

IIlcumbent
I %

incumbentIIlcumbent on the state to recog-recogreco-
gme

reco-
gnte

-.

m/emenilente/, andJnd understand the propro-pro-
blems

¬.-

blems of the bushbubushinh inm order thatthJtthJt-

they
that-

theythey behe dealt with properly


