Book preserves
names, stories
within Cook Inlet

by Steve Pilkington

o b s foii' et

Craahinwd mames ol Athabsiskan
bt thromghout the ook Inlet
repion amd the stones behoml e
s have  beep adentilied il
proseevid o St Pete's Alaske
which  was  wrilten wsing  the
knonwledpe of Shem Pete amd 32 other
Prenin ina and Abtna elders

Pete, am Alaska Navve Trom the
b Suisatma Station Boro sonmiet ne
around 1915, mdentified more than
200 rraditonal areas over o 10 year
perikd for the book, sad Lydin Hays,
cuecuiive director of The Cook Inlel
Region Inc. Foundation.

Hoys sind the response 1o the new
ly published book. compiled and
edited by James Kar and James A
Fall, has been gomd,

“The primary sudience has been the
Alaska Natives of this region, ™ she
sanid, explaming that she has seen many
readers sl down and “really pore
through the book, ™

The CIRT Foundation gave S16,00K)
in grant funds 1o the Alaskn Native
Language Center in Fairbanks to help
the research project continue, she smid.

The book contains commentary b
Pete s well as a listing more than 720
Dena’ina and other Native ploce
names in Southcentral Alaska,

A three-dimensional topographic
m. hau been made using the infor-

ion gathered by Kari, an associate
rnl'mnr of linguistics at the Alagka
R‘tﬂ\'ﬂ Center at the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks. The map 15

(Continuad on Page Threa)



Pete was 2
years old when
his father died,
and he was raised
by his mother. He
remembers how
after the flu had
wiped out the
Natives living in
Susitna Station
around 1918,
Chief Chicklusion
of Tyonek asked
the Susitna
villagers to live
with them.

e Book has 300 pages of locations

(Contiriaed rom Pagoe Qo)

now on display ol the Aluska Gallery
in the Anchormge Museum of History
angd Art

Kariused tape-recorded imervicws
with Pete 1o compile the research for
the book and has been gathering the
mformation. sipee 1976 from
Athabaskan and Ahtna elders

The Tocus of the book 5 browd

encugh e give o complete picture of
the Southeentral Native lifestyle, said
Fall, who helped compile the research
tor the book . Fall works for the Alaskn
Diepartment of Fish and Game

(e book contains more than WX
pages of locations, somgs inthe Native
Udenainb Inngoage J|||.ru|¢1|'1uu told ey
Pete

Koar wrote in his imtroduction that:

"Shem s one of the most versatile

Mative storytellers and hstorans i
Imte twenicth-cemury Alaska '

Phroughout the book the story ol
Pete and the history of s Native
villiage s told

Pewe wan 2 years old when Ins futher
thed, and he was rased by s mother
He remembers how after the flu had

wiped out the Natives living in Susit
i Station around 1918,

Choel

Chackbosion ol Twvonek askisd b
Susitng villogers 1o live with them

Adseine luded in the book are miany
Mk ive stories lold by Pete, wrilten in
the Dena’tna language with Enghsh
nnderneath

The langoage center af UAF s v
rently arketing the book, but add

focoml Copies are availible at the CIR]
Fivientlial ion




