Panel fights reflagging of foreign vessels

in the imterest of proteciing U.S.
shore-based processors, U S, floating
processors and many codstal com-
mnities — especially those in Alnska
that are economically dependent on
these operations the Pacific
Fisheries Legislative Task Force pass:
ed o strongly worded resolution direc-
ting Congress 10 prevent reflagging ol
foreign vessels

Representing Alaska were Rep.
Adelhewd Herrmann, D-Dasinet 26,
and Rep. John Sund, D-Ketchikan
Specifically, the resolution calls upon
Congress 0 pass  legislstion  that
prevents reflagging and ensures thi
all seamen und fish processing wirkiers
on LS. processing vessels are LS,
ey

Fhe Pacitic Fishenes Legislative

Task Force 15 a group of legislators
from the Pacific h?nrllmm states wha
have joined together to tuke action on
issues of common concerns

The resolution asks Congress to
make any reflagging legislation effec-
tive refroactively to Jan. 1, 1987 This
is perhaps one of the most important
provisions, because many foreign
companies submined reflugging ap-
plications in anticipation of Congress
taking some kind ol action, according
o Herrmunn

Ulongress must ensure o retronc-
uve date of Jan. |, 1987, or they
showld be held responsible for foreign
takeaver of LS. fishenes through the
reflugging mechanism

“"Rellogging legislanon with these

Proviions is necessary (o ensure that
war people benefit from our fisheries
resources,”’ Herrmann said. *'Com-
munities throughout District 26 such
as Sunt Point, Unalaska and Akutan
rely on fish processing indusiries.
Allowing reflagging 10 continue is 1
rob these communities of the benefits
they dereive from shore-based pro-
cessing facilities. ™

Herrmann as co-chairman of the
House Resources Committee 15 also
cooperating with other legislalors to
let Congressman Don Young know of
the importance of the Jan. 1, 1987,
retroactive date. In his  summer

newsletter, Young announced his
commitment o a date of July 20,
1987, According 10 Herrmann, this
date is not enough to prolect the in-
terests of coastal Alnska.

In & separate action on reflagging
earlier this year Herrmann supporied
a resolution passed by the Alasks
Legistature that calls on Congress to
recognize the importance of the reflag-
RINE 15SUes.

Herrmann said she will continue (o
follow this issue until she is assured
thut the economic well-being of coastal
communities has been  adeguiately
profecied



