What others say. . .

Sealaska criticizes newspaper’s logging articles

(Gontinuad lrom Page Tw)

To the Anchorage Daily News:

The Anchorage Daily News recent-
ly published a scries of feature articles
and an editorinl which conclude that
logging practices on Native land are
significantly damaging fish and
wildlife habitst, insinuate inadeguate
enforcement of logging is occurring
and state more st laws are re-
quired 10 prolect public resources,

The current strong Nish and wildlife

in Southeast Alaska do not
support the conclusion that logging ia
causing significant habitat loss. Dur-
ing the last seven years Southeast
Aliskn has experienced record salmon
harvests and increasing sport bag
limits for deer. This ix the same period
in which Native corporations have ac-
tively lo their land.

The " few examples of poten-
tial impacts from Sealaska logging
operations represent isolated events,
in which several state agenices could
not document measunable impacts (o
fish resources. The information
presented in the articles does not

justify the Daily News' call for new
regulation of the logging industry.

It is nol in the interests of Native
corporations to carelessly log their
land, Sealasks shareholders panticipate
in commercial and subsistence fishing
und Sealaska has major investments in
the seafood industry, including plants
in Southeast Alaska. Over 75 percent
of Sealaska's total sales if derived
from its seafood business. Conse-
quently, it is in Sealaska's imerest o
ensure thut fisheries habitat protection
occurs 1o maintain a strong seafood
indlustry.

The Daily News allegntions that the
current lnws governing timber harvest
on Native lands are inadequate (o pro-
tect public resources are "
Three stale agencies have n-
tal laws that regulate the logging in-
dustry, These ugencies have the

authority to logging operations,
in certain cases they begin, and
to foree immediate if
violations occur. If Sea o ils con-
tractors fail to abide by state laws, the
state has immediately inltiated enforce-
ment action.

Sealaska is sensitive (o the potentinl
ianICl of its logging operations on
public resources, To protect these
resources, Sealaskn requires that is
logging operations comply with ap-
plicable laws. Failure by its contrac-
tors to comply is grounds for Sealaska
to initiate contract complinnee sction
against its contractors.

The Aug. 23 Daily News, in a

related article, ried that Sealaska
is logging in the Hydaburg, Kake and
Hoongh wate and while doing
50 is being uncooperative and ignor-

ing the communitics’ concerns. Your
conlentions are absolutely false.

[n each case, the respective city and
Sealaskn have been Faling o
allow logging in the watershed while
still the municipal water
supply. Through this effort the cities
realize the economic benefit associated
with the timber harvest in the form of

jobs and tax derived income to the ci-

.. Routine water guality testing in
E‘ﬁth Kake und Hydaburg has lﬁ'ﬂm
that hatrvest can occur and still protect

waler iy
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Iitberties in ils reporting that logging
15 cansing significant impact to habiat
and from this concluding that more
regulation of the logging indusiry is
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$¢ profounciments are a disser-
vice to the state agencies, local
goverments and the Native corporn-
tions, who are working together 1o en-
sure that the public resources are pro-
tected while concurrently realizing the
economic benefits derived from

logging.

Corp. advocaies the forma-
tion of good public policy based on
credible research mrpom close
cooperation between the industry and
state regulatory agencies to wde for
habitat protection. e

The

ily News articles aent

F:r!:nll q:‘:hll. not lul.'ﬁlm by

acts which create an érroneous

perception of the lo industry and

efforts being made industry to
develop good public policy.

Sincerely,

Byron 1. Mallou

Chief Executive Officer

Sealagka Corp., Junesy



