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ByyLAELMORGANyLAELMORGAN-
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LAEL MORGANMORGAN-
What

MORGAN-
WhatWhat .happenshappens;': . to government per diem moneymoney ?

According to the rule books , it'sits'' supposed to cover thethe-
expenses

the-
expensesexpenses of bureaucratic traveling on government businessbusinbusiness-
but

lsls-
but

!
but an informal Tundra Times survey of the bush leads usus-
to

us-
toto the money too often ends up in the pocket of
the bureaucrat insteadinsteadofof that ofof-
the

of-
thethe villager who feeds and househouse-
him

house-
himhim .

In the Alaskan bush , hotelshotels-
an

hotels-
andandan d restaurantsrestaurants are rarerarerate and visivlsivisi-visivisi-
tors

¬.-

tors must seek lodging with locallocal-
familie.s

local-

familiesfamiliesfamilie.s. .

The hospitality of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Eskimos

AlaskaAlaska-
Eskirnls

Alaska's-
Eskimos

'<;
-EskimosEskimos-EskirnlsEskirnls- ) , Indians andlld AleutsAleuts-
isn't

'

isn'tisnt' lavish because , on thethe-
whole

the-
whole

( he
whole , theirtheir homes arearc modestmodest-
and

modest-
andandandsoso are their grocery budgetsbudget<; ,

but they tend to do theuthentheir bestbest-
by

best-
byby guestsgoests . v\.v-

Yet
'tt' .

Yet following in the wake ofof-
visiting

of-
visitingvisiting government officialsortclalort clal rere-rere-

cently
re-

cently
¬-

cently , I was surprised to learnlearn-
from

learn-
fromfrom families that lodged them ,

that many civil servantsservan ts hadhadnotnotnot-
offered

not-
offeredoffered to pay board or had

.
paidpaId-

only
paid-

onlyonly token amounts '

"OurOur" salaries aren-'tare-ntaren-'tare-ntaren-'tare-nt'' big and !II-

thought
I-

thoughtthought per diem was just sortsort-
of

sort-
ofof a supplement to them ," aa-

young
a-

youngyoung welfare agent explained toto-
me

to-
meme in good faith . "That'sThats" '' whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe man who had the job beforebefore-

me

before-

meme said . He never paidpaidanythinganythinganything-
toto families he stayed withwi th .

"
"WhenWhen" people come to ourour-

office
our-

officeoffice fromftom the Anchorage office ,

they bring their sleeping bags andand-
insist

and-
insistinsist on sleeping on our officeoffice-
floor

office-
floorfloor rather than going to thethe-
local

the-
locallocal hotel ," complained a statestate-
employee

state-
employeeemployee who manages an ArcArc-Arc-

tic

¬.-

tic outpost.. "TheyThey"" just campcamp-
out

camp-
outout under our feet andandslickandstickstickslickslickallstickallallall-
that

all-
thatthat per diem in1/11/ their pockets .

It'sIts' a realreol rip-offripoffrip.ofCripofC-. '""'
It is indeed ! AccordingAccordll1g to thethe-

new
the-

newnewnewnewstatestate schedule , traveling emem-em-
ployees

¬.-

ployees are entitleden titled to $4747$ perper-
day

per-
daydaydaywhenwhen in Galena , Tanana anddlllJdlll-
JMcGrath

and-
McGrathMcGrath areasareas-

That
areas-

That
areas-

ThatThat alsoaJso goes for Barrow ,

--_ .

KotzebueKotlebue and FtFt.. Yukon ., ThoseThmeThme-
visiting

Those-
visitingvisiting other areas receiverccclve slightllghtslight-slight-
ly

¬.-

lyIy less , but the minimummil\lmulnmillmuln\ is1\1\1Q3S135Q3SS35Q3S-

per
S35-

per
;

per dayd y, for short-termshorttermshort.termshortterm-. visitsvlslb .

AnaAftdAtid the federal employeeemployt: is1is-

even

<;
even better heeled . A daydJYdJYrltedayrateraterlterlte-
of

rate-
of

,

of S52$ 5 2 is allowed for thosethme doingdOIng-
bu

doing-
businessbusinessbu !> ness in111 the NomeNoOleN oOle ,. Kot/.ebueKot.ebueKot.ebueebueKotlcbueKotzebueKotlcbue-
and

Kotzebue-
and

/.

and Galena areas ,

Federal men in111 Prudhoe BayBay-
receive

Bay-
receivereceive $8282S82$ per daydJY for expensesexpemesexpemes-
arid

expenses-
andaridand the going rater.llcrllc. in111 Dead HorseHorse-
isis $6464S$ 64 . The lowestIOlVe, ! rate torlor theIthe-
feds

hehe-

fcdfedsfcd isi S$SH$88 30 for Adjkr\dJkrdJkAdak\ ., da,j militarymilitary-
imtJIIJlol1

military-
installationinstallationimtJIIJlol1! with a, I low ratelter< BOQ13OQ .,

'-
l1l1llUnlll11

l-

1l1llUnlll11
'

but the minimumnunimum elsewhere inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska isl S32$3232$ per dayday-
Native

day-
Native

, IYIY-

NallveNativeNallve regional corporationscorporJtloncorporations-
tendtend to keep their per diem on011011-

a
on-

aa par with state scale or underunder-
and

under-
andandandsomesome Native leaders are havhav-hav-
ing

¬.-

ing second thoughts about thatthat-
The

that-
The

that-
TheThe modern hotelhotelatat Kotze-KotzeKotze-

bue
Kotze-

bue

-.

bue chargeschar es $29.3629.362936$ . per day andand-
the

and-
thethe Travelers in Fairbanks hasha aa-
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Per DiemDiemCont-

inued( Continued fcotnfrom Page 1)11)-

minimum
1)-

minimum
)

minimum commercial rate of
S33.50S3350$33.5033.503350$ . , but modest bush accomaccom-accom-
modations

accom-
modations

¬-

modations are much less .

For example Albert Corn-CornComCom-Corn-
mack

Com-
mack

-.

mackmackchargescharges $88$ for a warmwarm-
bunk

warm-
bunkbunk at his Shungnak TradingTrading-
Post

Trading-
PostPost and you can rent a roomroom-
from

room-
fromfrom the Kivalina store at $1010$10a10a$10a-
night

$ 10 aa-
nighnightnight.. Those staying with fam-famfam-
Die's

fam-
ili

fam-
ilids

-

Die'sDiesilidsili ' s in Arctic regions pay from
$44$ to $1010$ a night and $1515$ ifif-
meals

if-
mealsmeals are included .,

"OurOur" per diem has been S35$3535$35-
for

$35-
for

$

for town and $2525$ 25 in villages butbut-
it's

but-
it'sit'sits'' going down to 515$1515$ for allall-

villages

all-

villagesvillages ," reports John Sackett ,. '
president of the Doyon RegionalReglmalReglmal-
Corporation

Regional-
Corporation

(

Corporation .,

"That'sThats" ' low but atal least itIt-
does

it-
doesdoes get to the villagersvillJgers whowho-
take

who-
taketake care ofofourour people ., WeWe-

insist

We-

insistinsist our people pay subsistsubsist-subsist-
ence

subsist-
ence

¬-

ence.
".


