
ArcticArcti SurvivalSurvival-'Survival-'SurvivalSurvival' - .

,.

.
'

,

.

" // '
'

,

'

.

' ,

,
'

,

'SurvivalUncleSurvivalUncleUncle ' NayukukNavukukN yukuk ,
CasualCsualC sual MMan-ManManAngerednAng-":,-Angered

' '

red: Auntie
.

.

.

.

\

,

( ReprintedReprinted from Tundra TimesTimes-
I

Times-
SeptemberI' SeptbmbarSeptember 3,1963)319633,1963)-

By

3,1963)-

By

3 , 1963)19631963)-

By

)

By H6WARDHOWARDH WARD ROCKROCK-
Times

ROCK-
Times

ROCK-
TimesTimes EditorEditor-

Copyright
Editor-

CopyrightCopyright , 1963 ; Howard Rock
'

' "II'I"' 1 can diedi'e of exasperation onon-
account

on-
accountaccount of Jhatthathat man in there ,"

said Aunt Mumangeena tenselyten'sely' ,

half to herselfherselfandand half to me .

"II0'101"' wish something would happenhappen-
toto jolt him butout of his miserableJ1iserableJ1iserabl-
elalJ

miserable-
laziness '!lalJlaanessllazinessesst" ,.

, She waswas hurriedlyhrriedly!' loadingloadirlgloadirlgtheloadingthethethe-
sled

the-

r

the-
sledsled with ' ourour'campin-

g

ourcampin-

g

campingcampirlg gear and II-

was
- r,

was helpingh lping. Uncle NayukukNayukuk-
waswas in our : sod$ od iglooigJoo lookinglooking-
for

looking-
forfor things he could not find .
He had also taken an unusuallyunusually-
long

unusually-
longlong time to dress . AuntAunt-
M

Aunt-
MumangeenaMumangeenaMumangeena was.efficientlywasefficientlywasas

.*
efficiently andand-

quickly
and-

quicklyquickly gathering the things wewe-
.would

we-
would_

.-
would

w-

ould.
would need at the KukpukKukpKukpuk-
River

kk-
RiverRiver grayling fishing grounds .

Journey BeginsBegins-
My

Begins-
My

Begins-
MyMy aunt and I started toto-

hitch
to-

hitchhitch the seven dogs for a shortshort-
trip

short-
triptrip to the north beach wherewhere-
my

where-
mymy father'sfathers' umiak was . MumanMurnanMuman-Muman-
geena

¬.-

geena had persuaded my parentsparents-
intointo1tO letting us use it , but hadhad-
made

had-
mademade a promiseromise that we wouldwould-
take

would-
taketake goddgoodgold care otof itit.. "We'llWell"We'll-
take

"We'll-
take

" '
take good care of it and we'llwellwe'IJweIJwe'IJ-
bring

we'll-
bring

'
bring back plenty of fish for allall-

of
all-

ofof us ,,'": shesh'. hadh d promised . TheyThey-
had

They-
hadhad made'arrangementsmadearrangementsmade arrangements for somesome-
young

some-
youngyoung men who had gone up thethe-
river

the-
riverriver helpingtfelpirlgIfelping their families toto-
take

to-
taketake the umiak back to PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HopeHope .

Just as Mumangeena finishedfinished-
hitching

finished-
hitchinghitching the last of the dogs ,

Nayukuk came out of the igloo .

"YouYou"YY" ou have been a great help thisthis-
morning

this-
morning

.
morning ! " snapped MumangeenaMumangeena-
sarcasticallysarcastically . "IfIf" you want toto-
ride

to-
rideride to the beach , mother herehere-
will

here-
willwill drive you .

"
I winced at hearing "mothermother" ."

After all , I was a big boy ofof-
nine

of-
ninenine years old . I had beenbeen-
named

been-
namednamed after my grandmothergrandmother-
andand Mumangeena never waveredwavered-
from

wavered-
fromfrom callingcaIling me that , even whenwhen-
II became a young man of fourfour-four-
teen

four-
teen

¬-

teen when I left PointPo in t Hope toto-
go

to-
gogo to school.. IfIfsheshe were alivealive-
today

alive-
todaytoday , there is no doubt sheshe-
would

she-
wouldwould have continued to callcall-
me

call-
meme "mothermother" . "

I drovedro e the team to the beachbeach-
while_ whilehurriedlybehindmy aunt waddled hurriedly
behind . NayukukNayukukwalkedwalkedwalked-
casually

walked-
casuallycasually . We dragged the umiakumiak-
down

umiak-
downdown to the water'swaters' edge andand-
loaded

and-
loadedloaded it , including the sled .

MumangeenaMurnangeena had planned toto-
stay

to-
staystay through the month ofof-
November

of-
NovemberNovember "soso" Nayukuk can trap

.,
, foxesfoxes.1tfoxes1t.

* ' ;.

Ideal'Ideal' .WeatherWeather'Weather.
'

,. :
,

ItI twaswas stillstiIl early in thethe-
morning

the-
morningmorning and the people in thethe-
v

the-
villagevillagellagev were justjost beginning toto-
stir

to-
stirstir . There was

, ajighta lghtlight), breezebreeze-
from

breeze-
fromfrom the southeast and thethe-
water

the-
waterwaterwateron-onon'- on the north beach waswas-
calm

was-
calmcalm with only gentle swellsswells-
rolling

swells-
rollingrolling . It was idealidalid al forfor-
traveling

for-
traveling

'

traveling .
A long line waswa $ tied aboutabout-

seven
boutbout-

sevenseven feet back ' of the bow ononon-
the

nn-
the

'-
plank

p-

lank
'-
plank

p-

lank
'

the right side to a plplnk\nknk\ seatseat-
and

seat-
andand a brace of the umiak . TheThe-
.otherBother.otherother.. end was tied to the team ,

When everything ' was in readireadi-readi-
ness

¬.-

ness , Mumangeena said to herher-
husband

her-
husbandhusband , "youyou" better staystay witKwitliwithwitli-
the

with-
thethe teamtearn on the beachbeacli and I'ltIltI'llIllI'lt-
steer '' ,
steer the umiak . The dogs might '

get tangled up ."
"LetLetULet" youryourOmother'mothermotherOmother' ' do it for aa-

whie
a-

whilewhilewhie] ," Nayukuk said quietly .

I waswwass
'-so
s-o'-so
s-o'-so
s-o' taken aback that II-

almostalmost shouted , "Don'tDont" ' call meJrteme-

'mother'mothermother' ' Uncle Nayukuk !

Mumangeena sputtered . SheShe-
looked

She-
lookedlooked as if she was about toto-
explode

.
explode or tear her hair outouf .,

I found myself-myselfmyselftending.- tending to thethe-
team

the-
teamteam on the beach . The startstart-
was

start-
waswas rather fast and I had to runrun-
holding

run-
holdingholding on to the line justjust-
behing

just-
behingbehing the team . I kept goinggoing-
like

going-
likelike that on the soft gravel forfor-
about

for-
aboutabout a mile and then IJ becamebecame-
exhausted

became-
exhaustedexhausted . My endurance , hadhad-
not

had-
notnot yet developed .

Easy Way OutOut-
At

Out-
At

Out-
AtAt my aunt'saunts'' bidding , NayuNayu-Nayu-

kuk
Nayu-

kuk
¬-

kuk beached the umiak and II-

got
I-

gotgot on . Aunt MumangeenaMumangeena-
made

Mumangeena-
mademade little sympathetic noisesnoises-
and

noises-
andand said , "MotherMother" , you areare-
getting

are-
gettinggetting to be such a big help .

That'sThats'' more than I can say forfor-
that

for-
thatthat one back there . "

Before we knew it , UncleUncle-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk paddled the umiakumiak-
backwards

umiak-
backwardsbackwards and turned it parallelparallel-
with

parallel-
withwith the beachbeachandand shouted ,

"MushMush" ! " We had a good leaderleader-
and

leader-
andand the team responded andand-
moved

and-
movedmoved forward and the umiakumiak-
with

umiak-
withwith itit.. Mumangeena put herher-
hands

her-
handshands to her face . She lookedlooked-
as

looked-
asasas ififsheshe was about to breakbreak-
down

break-
downdown and cry.

Trying Her PatiencePatience-
Thus

Patience-
Thus

Patience-
ThusThus we traveled for aboutabout-

twelve
about-

twelvetwelve milesles until we. reachedreached-
the

reached-
thethe inlet leading to the mouthmout-

h'of
mouth-

of'ofof' of the Kukput River . OnceOnce-
along

Once-
alongalong the way, the dogs spottedspotted-
aa squirrel on a bank nearby andand-
made

and-
mademade, a madmadrushrush for it. TheThe-
sud

The-
suddensuddensud n

.

pull of the line beached

yukukjumpNayukukjumpfdoffthethe ' umiakuumiakabruptlyiakiakabruptlyabruptly . NayukukN yukuk .
jumpedjumpjumpfdoffd ;:; off quickly andndndstraighandstraighstraigh-straighstraigh-
tened

straigh-
tened

-. '

tened the .teamteam., out-outoutHe,.;- Helie camecame-

back
came-

backback to the umiak and got intointo-
his

into-
hishis positionpos tion to steer . I waswas-
surprised

was-
surprisedsurprised .whenwhen.,!hen Aunt Mumdn-MumdnMuman-MumanMumdn-
geena

MumMuman-
geena

n -.

geena didn'tdidntdidn'tsay' say a word . HerHer-
expression

Her-
expressionexpression told me that siteShe waswas-
trying

was-
tryingtrying powerfully to keep fromfrom-
making

from-
makingan, outburst.. :makingmakingan. an v.v-

TheThe usually garrulous MumMJmMum-MumMum-
angeena

! ¬.-
angeenaangeena was very quiet.. It wasWas-

plain
was-

plainplain that she
'-was
w- as'-was
w- as.-

was
w- as'. keepingkeepii1g herher-

pentup
her-

pentuppent-uppentup- emotionsemetions in check ,.

NayukukNay kuk was in his
,usualusIJalusIJa-

lelement
usual-

elementelement , silent and reticent.. II-

didn't
I-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' make any noise either . II-

felt

I-

feltfelt that if I shattered the silence ,

it would be too much . .

glahceqbackglancedbackFrom time'totimeto' time , I glancedglahceq
back at Nayukuk . He sat inin-
his

in-
hishis steering position , seeminglyseemingly-
calm

seemingly-
calmcalm andandrelaxedrelaxed . HoHe smokedsmoked-
his

smoked-
hishis pipe as he steeredsteered the umiak .

IHeHe! looked as if he was contentedconteqted .
I

IIHeHe was a rather handsome manmanman-
and. and he looked good , his blackblack-
mustache

black-
mustachemustache brushing against hishis-
pipepipe , his hood turned dowrpfcffdowtlioffdowdowtlioff-
his

ffff-
'his'hishis'
, his head .

The current in the inlet wasWasWas-

swift
was-

swiftswift and it made irregularirregular-
waves

irregular-
waveswaves . Nayukuk got off . and-
got

and-
got

and
got behind the team and helpedhelped-
pun

helped-
pullpullpunpunwhilepullwhilewhile Mumangeena steered .

When we reached calm water inin-
a

in-
aa small bay , we beached thethe-
boat

the-
boatboat.. Nayukuk loaded the dogsdogs-
in

dogs-
inin the umiak and we paddledpaddled-
acroS

paddled-
acrossacrossacroS $ thetne small bay close to thethe-
mouth

the-
mouthmouth of the river and landedlanded-
on

landed-
onon the north bank . NayukukNayukuk-
unloaded

Nayukuk-
unloadedunloaded the dogs and arrangedarranged-
them

arranged-
themthem .

There was smooth ground forfor-
aa lengthy distance up the riverriver-
but

river-
butbut Mumangeena said , "YouYou"VouVou"Vou-
better

"You-
better

"
better stay with the team fromfrom-
here

from-
herehere on .,"

"I'llIll" ' do that whenwl1 n we get toto-
the

to-
thethe high banks ,,"" replied Nayu-NayuNayu-
kuk

Nayu-
kuk

Nayu-
kuk

-
'

kuk .

Aunt Mumangeena didn'tdidnt' saysay-
aa word but she gripped thethe-
gunwhale

the-
gunwhalegunwhale of the umiaku ak hard .

After going about a mile , wewe-
reached

we-
reachedreached a deep , narrow channelchannel-
with

channel-
withwith rocky beaches on each sideside-
of

side-
ofof itt . The current was swift andand-
the

and-
thethe dogs ashore were Bullingulling'fullingfulling'fulling-
hard

:' ,ulling-
hardhard . NayukukNaNay) ukukkuk and MumanMurnan-MurnanMurna-
ngeen

Muman-MumanMuman-
geena

¬-

geenageen;! helped the team byby-

paddling
by-

paddlingpaddling .

Death FightFight-
All. All of a sudden , the dog toto-

the
to-

thethe right of the tandem nextnex t totDtD-

the
to-

thethe leader'leader
' pulled toward thethe-

water
the-

waterwater and disorganized the team .

We ' didn'tdidnt' know ]

'

whether hehe-
wanted

he-
wantedwantedwantedaa drink off water oror-
wanted

or-
wantedwantedwantedsomethingsomethingsomethingIsomethinghe

I'

he saw onon-
the

on-
thethe beach . It was a fatalfaul movemove-

for
move-

forfor himihimhims ,

, As
himsAs

soon as it happenedh ppened , thethe-
leader

the-
leaderleader spun around , ' fangs baredbared-
and

bared-
andand pounced on the dog . TheThe-
dogs

The-
dogsdogs behind rushed forwardfOfWard andand-
joined

and-
joinedjoined the fight.., In,In ,secondssec9nds ,

there was a wildwildmeleewildwildmeleemeleemeleemeleeofofof-
fighting

of-
fightingfighting dogs . It started with ,

loud growlsgowlsg owls . As it progressedprogreprogressed-
there

sedsed-
therethere was no longer growling andand-
all

and-
allall we could hear was loudloud-
breaths

loud-
breaths

|oud
breaths of the viciously fightingfigltingfiglting-
team

fighting-
team

}
team . ItI t meant only one thing -
a fight to the death . DogsDogs-

reared
Dogs-

reared

'

reared , each 'oneone' closing !:, itsits-
terrible

its-
terribleterrible fangs on the other'sothers' neck ,-

or ear .
'

The dogfight stopped thethe-
progress

the-
progressprogress of the umiak , of course ,
and the swift current made itit-
difficult

it-
difficultdifficult to handle . The currentcurrent-
caught

current-
caughtcaught the bo\vbovbow\ and swung itit-
outward

it-
outwardoutward from the shore . Na'yu-Na'yuNayuNayu-Na'yu-
kuk

Nayu-
kuk

' -.

kuk worked franticallyfrantjcally and triedtried-
to

tried-
toto head it toward the beach .

The current against the umiakumiak-
pulled

umiak-
pulledpulled the fighting dogs into thethe-
water

the-
waterwater but that did not deter.deter.deter-
the

...deter-
the

'

the fierceness of the battle .

Blood began to run down thethe-
current, current ., from the fighting dogs .,

Rasping breaths issued fromfrom-
bared

from-
baredbared fangs .

Battle StoppedStopped-
Aunt

Stopped-
Aunt

Stopped-
AuntAunt Mumangeena began toto-

sream
to-

screamscreamsream: , "GetGet" the umiak on thethe-
beach

the-
beachbeach ! Get the umiak on thethe-
beach

the-
beachbeach ! "" Nayukuk workedw rked franfran-fran-
tically

fran-
tically

¬-

tically but with little success .

MurnangeenaMumangeena kept shouting.. ItIt-
seemed

It-
seemedseemed an incrediblyincredi ly long timetime-
when

time-
whenwhen Nayukuk finally nosed thethe-
umiak

the-
umiakumiak toward the beach.. WhenWhen-
we

When-
wewe got to the shallow water , hehe-
jumped

he-
jumpedjumped andandranran splashing to thethe-
battling

the-
battlingbattling dogs. He took his paddlepaddle-
with

paddle-
withwith him andandstartedstartedstartedusingusing it atat-
once

at-
onceonce . In a minu'eminueminute' or so , hehe-

splintered
he-

splinteredsplintered the paddle to bits butbut-
the

but-
thethe dogs kept fighting . TheThe-

water
The-

waterwater around them became redred-
with

red-
withwith blood . The belly ofofoneone ofof-
the

of-
thethe dogs hadhid1:111: d been ripped open .

When the splintesplintelsplinter d paddlepaddle-
was

paddle-
waswas no longer effective , NayuNayu-Nayu-
kuk

Nayu-
kuk

¬-

kuk grabbedgrabbedrocksrocks and started toto-
throw

to-
throwthrow themth m at the maddenedmaddened-
dogs

maddened-
dogsdogs ., He knocked one of themthem-
unconscious

them-
unconsciousunconscious and soon afterwardafterward-
had

afterward-
hadhad the dogs under control..

AftermathAftermath-
The

Aftermath-
The

Aftermath-
TheThe fightfighthad-hadhad-. taken its terter-terter-

rible
ter-

rible
¬-

rible toll . The dog that hadhad-

disorganized
had-

disorganizeddisorganized the team diddidnotnotnot-
get

not-
getget up but he was still alive .

He laid in shallow water whichwhich-
was

which-
waswas red now with his blood .

The vicious fangs of his teamteam-
members

team-
membersmembers had literally torn himhim-
to

him-
toto a terrible mass ofofslashesslashes andand-
cuts

and-
cutscuts .

NayukukNayukukcutcut the trace andand-
pulled

and-
pulledpulled the mortallymortallywoundedwoundedwounded-
dog

wounded-
dogdog out of the water . He wentwent-
back

went-
backback to the umiak andandsaidsaidsaid-
quietly

said-
quietlyquietly , "HeHeuHe" will never heal fromfrom-
his

from-
hishis wounds.." He got his riflerifle-
and

rifle-
andand went back to the dog andand-

shot
and-

shotshot itit..

Mumangeena got off theiheihe-
umiak

the-
umiakumiakumiakandand sat down on thethe-
beach

the-
beachbeach . "WeWe" needn'tneednt' have lostlost-

that
lost-

thatthat dog and he was one of ourour-
best

our-
bestbest ,,"" she said . Her voice brokebroke-
and

broke-
andandandsheshe wept.. My eyes blurredblurred-
with

blurred-
withwith tears . I also liked the dog .

He was friendly and playful andand-
he

and-
hehe had been something ofofaa petpet-
to

pet-
toto Mumangeena and me ':. He

II-

waswas also a hard worker .

Horse StolenStolenIStolen-
The

I

', The team had gotten into aa-
hopelesshopeless tangle during thethefightthefighttthefight-
and

,
fight ;\

t

andnd it
.
took Nayukuk 'aa'. a longlong-

while
.

while to untangle them . SoonSoon-
wewe were readyread tbto get underwayunderway-
once

underway-
onceonce again . There wasWjl$ no need1}needneed-
to

eded-
toto prod NayukukNay kuk ' to attend toto-
the

to-
thethe team on thetbe banks ,. He took isi-

to

s-

toto the job without comment andand-
di

and-
diddiddi it dilligentlydiligently . He hadhad-
"locked

' :

"lockedlockedulocked" the door after the
'
horse °

,

was stolen$tolen " to bebesuresure , but hehe-
diddid his work well and fprfor'

severalseveral-
hours

'
hourshou .

,'
It was aboutabutab ut 8 o'clockoclock' in thethe-

evening
the-

evening
the-

eveningevening when'YhenYhen' MumangeenaMumangeena-
shouted

MMumangeena-
shouted

umangeenaumangeena-
sshouteds outed , "LetsLets"LeCsLeCs"Let's" ?' campcamponon thatthat-
beach

that-
beach

that-
beachbeach aheadahead'ofaheadof' of us for the nightnigh.."

Back to NormalcyNonnalcyNormalcy-
Nayukuk

Nonnalcy-
Nayukuk

Normalcy-
NayukukNayukuk plodded ahead withwith-with-

out
with-

out
¬- ;

out seeming to hear but whenwhen-
we

,
we reached the beach , he stopstop-stop-
ped

stop-
ped

-¬-

ped the team and pulled in thethe-
umiak

the-
umiakumiak . The dogs were tired andand-
we

and-
wewe had been traveling for moremore-
than

more-
thanthan twelve hours . We seselset| up aa-
small

a-
smallsmall tent and MumangeenaMumangeena-
fixed

Mumangeena-
fixedfixed our evening meal.. WhenWhen-
itit was ready , she said , "MotherMother" ,
go tell your uncle to come andand-
eat

and-
eateateat.."

When the meal was over sheshe-
said

she-
saidsaid to Nayukuk , "YouYou" take off - ,

your mukluks , soo I can dry themthem-
for

them-
forfor tomorrow .

"
She had begun to talk after aa-

daydaylay< 'ofof'
of oppressive silence andand-

the
and-

thethe atmosphere became easy .

She was onon"

the way to becomingbecoming-
herself

becoming-
herselfherselfherselfagainagain after the day'sdaysday's-
ordeal

day's-
ordeal

'

ordeal and it was good .

"WeWeUWe" have a hard day ahead ofof-
us

of-
usus ." Turning to me AuntAun-
tMurr

Aunt-
MumangeenaMurnangeenaMumangeenaMurrangecna said gently , "momo"mo-"mo-
ther

"mo-
ther

" ¬-

ther , you better go to bedbedandandand-
take

and-
taketake a goodgoodrestrest .

.""


