
Senator Stevens and Late Filers,

WASHINGTON - Sen . TedTed-
Stevens

Ted-
Stevens

'
Stevens has introduced a bill toto-
aidaid Alaska Natives who missedmissed-
the

missed-
thethe March 303D , 1973 enrollmentenrollment-
deadline

enrollment-
deadlinedeadline for land claims benefits .

StevensStevensVStevensVbill*" bill would authorizeauthorize-
the

authorize-
thethe Interior Department toto-ac-toactoac-
dept

'- acac-aca-
cept

¬-

cepteptdept enrollment applicationsapplicalionsapplicalions-
filed

applications-
filedfiled prior to June 30 of thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear .

.
"InIn" my opinion it is only fairfair-

and
fair-

andandandequitableequitable to insure that allall-
Alaska

all-
AlaskaAlaska Natives share inih the benebene-¬.-

fits of the land claimscla ms settlementsettlement-
regardless

settlement-
regardlessregardless of a failure to meet aa-
technical

a-
technicaltechnical deadline imposed onon-
submissiQI

on-
submissiciasubmissionsubmissiQIsubmissicia} of applications ," the ,

senator said .

His bill wouldwouldapplyapply only toto-
those

to-
thosethose Natives who woujd havehave-
otherwise

have-
otherwiseotherwise been eligible undeiundelundei-
the

,

the land claims act , but simplysimply-
missed

simply-
missedmissed the enrollment deadline .

AboutAboul 1,0001000, Alaska NativesNatives-
could

Natives-
couldcould be affected by the bill ,

StevensSlevens said :


