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TELECOMMUNICATIONS AMONG DISéUSSIONS

Fort Yukon Meetmg

"Despite Costs - ’

_ Head Start .
May Do OK

Although “an extraordinary
‘, price increase in travel and in
i fuel costs has hit the rural areas,
-} the'Head Start Program for the
‘coming school year 1974-1975
should serve -the same amount
.‘of children that have been served
" the past year, reported Mr. El-
‘mer Armstrong, - Chairman of
i the RurAL CAP Board of Direc-
itors.
'I The RurAL CAP staff re-
ported that at their annual plan-
ning meeting for the next year,
several important decisions were
-made that will provide dnrecuon
to the staff for next year's oper-
ation of the Head Start Program
which serves 30 village centers
and four urban centers.

St. Paul Island -and Nondal-
ton (an Athabascan community
in the Bristol Bay Region) will
run programs next year for the
first. time.

Roger Mooney, Diréctor for
RurAL CAP’s Early Childhood
Program, further commented
that probably the most exciting
thing that happened for the
Early Childhood and the state
now, is the training being fur-
nished to several very worthy
candidates for the confidency
based child development asso-
ciates degree.

Alaska Methodist University
is sponsoring the training for 10
candidates that not only have
the varied experience but also
have taken accredited courses
from other universities over the
past six and seven years.

“I think these Head. Start
Personnel have proven beyond
a shadow of a doubt that regard-
less of formal education and ac-
creditation that given the ade-
quate training and experience,
these people can do just as good
a job if not better than a highly
credentialed outsider that does
not have a feel for the village
situation,” reported Mike Har-
per, Executive Director of Rur-
AL CAP.

Bristol Bay

A meeting was held in Ju-
neau on May 22 in regard to the
present situation .in the Bristol
Bay Area, brought about by the
fishery devastation and its affect
of the people and the economy. *

In attendance were members
of the Federal Regional Council
from Seattle, State Department
Commissions, Bristol Bay Native
Corporation - Officers (Harold
Samuelsen and Ted Angasan)
and RurAL CAP Representative,
Jacqueline Dailey.

The main purpose of the con-
ference was to exchange .infor-

. mation on the availability of fed-
eral.and state funds and/or man-

power to expand on implemént
programs/projects, which would
replace the loss of income.

Also discussed, reported Jack
ie Dailey, was the need for the
President to declare Bristol Bay
a Federal disaster area in order
to open up and expedite avenues
of federal assistance.

Mr. Samuelsen outlined the
position of Bristol Bay Native
Corporation on behalf of the
Bristol Bay people. Besides giv-
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versity of Alaska.

STEWART NICOLAI,

RurAL CAP Alcoholism Counselor for the

Copper Center area choosen to attend Conference.

Stewart Nicolai Going to Wash.

Stewart Nicolai, Copper Val-
ley/Tanana Regional Develop-
ment Corporation . Alcoholism
Counselor was selected as a rep-
resentative to. attend a National
Alcoholism Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The fourth Annual Alcohol-
ism Conference: of the Natjonal
Institute on”Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism will address topics
in research, treatment, and pre-
vention. Highlighting treatment

sessions  will be' a panel on
“American Indian Youth on Al-
cohol Abuse.”

Evelyn Myers, RurAL CAP
Alcoholism . Training Coordina-
tor, stated that this was the first
time that a RurAL CAP Counse-
lor will be attending a National
Conference. The June 12-14 Con-
ference will provide Stewart an
opportunity to review ‘our pro-
gram- to -others in the United
States.

Fish Devastation Topic

ing the general background and
present situation of that area, he
emphasized the need for assist-
ance in the form of community-
related projects rather than
strictly - welfare assistance pro-
grams.

Mr. Samuelsen urged the Gov-
ernor to declare, by executive
order, to the state departments

that Bristol Bay become priority -

number one.

Three resolutions adopted by
the RurAL CAP Board of Direc-
tors at their meeting in Fort Yu-

kon on May 15 and 16 in sup-
port of: the President declaring. -
Bristol Bay a disaster area, Bris- .
_tol Bay' being rehabilitated by

the state, and Bristol Bay salm-
ondepletion being addressed at

. the International Law of the Sea
: Conference.

The Department of Commu-
nity and Regional Affairs was
designated to be the coordina-

tor between state departments .

and other organizations.

The Féderal Regional Coun-
cil also intends to respond with-
in the near future on what assist-

ance it can provide.

It was implied that Bristol
Bay would receive top priority
by the:-state and future meetings
are anticipated to be held, hope-
fully in the Bristol Bay Region.

OEO — Pictured above: Elmer
Armstrong, Chairman RurAL
CAP Board, Charles Hodges, Re-

uPosmbly Most Excmng

Passage of the RurAL CAP Head Start Grant Appli-

.cation, 'ACTION supporting the Bristol Bay Fisheries

Disaster Area, and a panel discussion regarding rural tele-
communications were the highlights of the RurAL CAP
spring board meeting held in Fort Yukon on May 15 and

Elmer Armstrong, Represent-

¢ ative from the Northwest, Mau- ~

neluk Region, and Chairman of -

the ‘RurAL CAP State Board of
Directors .commented that this
was  very possibly one- of the
most exciting board “meetings
that held “wide-ranging discus-
sions_on problems as diverse ‘as
administrating urban Head Start
Programs to advocating that the
Federal State Department recog-
nize that the Bristol Bay Area
should. be considered a-Federal
Disaster Area.

Armstrong further comment-
ed that OEO/RurAL CAP con-
tinues to show the lead to many
Federal and State Agencies by
supporting the Bristol Bay Area
Development  Corporation - in
their efforts to replace. the de-
pleted “salmon industry with
some. type of federally funded
work programs.

The ‘RurAL CAP Board gave
direction to Mike Harper, Exe-
cutive Director to further seek
funds for the Bay Region to
support possibly three to five
early childhood programs next
fall with a combined elderly/.
hot meals program.

Harper commented that, “We
hope federal funds become avail-
able so that at least this small
request be granted and hope-
fully, this action will loosen
the purse strings of other federal

money that should by all rights
go.into the Bristol Bay Region.

Gordon. Jackson ' was unani-
mously elected Vice-President
of the Board of Directors as a
replacement for Al Ketzler.

Vic Robinett and Lou Castri-
ni of RCA presented a status re-
port on bush communications in-

cluding a brief review of the

bush phone. system and an ex-
panded report on planned tele-
communications expansion.

Charles Buck, Tele-Communi-
cations Consultant and the Gov-
ernor’s Office and Sam Kito of
Doyon Limited had a lively ex-
change on the subject of a tele-
communications legislation pack-
age that died in this last. legis-
lative session.

Proféssor - Glenn StanlLy of
the University of Alaska also

~participated in the panel-diseus=-

sion.

The Board of Directors thank-

2d their gracious hosts in Fort
Yukon by passing a resolution
that formally alloted the pot-
latch given by Adie Shewfelt
and  Mrs. Jonathan - Solomon
Wednesday evening, May |5.
" Charles Hodges, Region X,
OLO, Alaska Operatjons stafter
gave the status report regarding
HR 14449 on which hinges the
fate of RurAL CAP and all oth-
er Community Action l’mgmms
across the nation.

Looks Glum at This Point—
Future of Poverty War

The ‘very existence of RurAL
CAP and its. 10 development
corporations such as: SEACAP
and Koyukon just to name two

. of their regionally funded, pri-

vate, non-profit, corporations is
dependent now upon ‘national
legislation currently in the form
of HR 14449.

Charles Hodges of Region X
recently’ reported to the RurAL
CAP Board of Directors that HR

14449 is not the most agreeable

legislative Bill to ' compromise

gion X OEO Alaska Operations.
Hodges explains the future pos-
sibilities for CAP.

on, “the all-important  minarity
lcadershnp in the House of Rep-
resentatives will probably rec-
ommend that the President veto
any more liberal legislation.

Hodges also reported that the
Senate would probably pass leg-
islation that would very possibly
call for a simple three-year
straight extension of what we
now know as OEQ.

However, it is expected that
in free. conference committee,
the House of Representatives
will emerge and be passed by
both Houses of Congress.

Executive Director of RurAL
CAP,Mike Harper, reported that,
“We expect that President Nixon
will veto any OEO. legislation
but we also expect that the Con-
gress will be able to over-ride
the veto because it will be in,
such a form that our former
enemies -Wwill be stpportive -of -:

that panxcul.xr piece of legisla-

\

tion.’

Harper expressed gratitude to
the staff and the entire RurAL
CAP structure, both in the re-
gional offices and in .the Central
Anchorage staff. for -holding
tight and keeping their dedica-
tion to do a job for the low-
income  people of rural Alaska
in spite of these hard financial
crisis that make it ~difficult to -
carry-on a normal working atti-
tude.



