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.' United States SenatorSenator-
On

Senator-
On

Senator-
OnOn Monday the1he'the' United StatesStates-

Sen
States-

SenateSenateSen tc reaffirmed 'ftsfts'
its commitc'ommitcommit'

¬,

ment to the welfare off AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian by extending and exex-exex-

panding
ex-

panding
¬-

panding the( he Indian 1!' Education '

Act.. TlieTheTl e law , enacted in 1972 ,

is considered by manymmanyny IndianIndian-
educators

'

educatorseducatdrs to be theshe, he mostmost-
significant

most-
significantsignificant legislativelegislatie,: breakbreak-break-
through

¬.-

throughthro gh in the struggle forfor-
Indian

for-
IndianIndian self-determinationselfdeterminationself-determinntionselfdeterminntionself-determinationdetermination- ; . As

authorautJlOr ofofofthethe Act and chairmanchairman-
of

chairman-
ofof the SehateSenate Special SubcomSubcom-Subcom-
mittee

Subcom-
mittee

¬-

mittee on
.-
Incjian

I-

ncjian
., lmJIndianian EducationEducation-

which
Education-

whichwhich providedprQv ded the bases for itsits-

development
its-

developmentdevelopment ," ,
I have beenbeerbeer-

cotcemed
been-

coltccrnedconcernedco/tcemedcotcemedcoltccrnedcotcemedaboutcoltccrnedabout/ about its full impleimple-imple-
mentation

¬.-

mentation .
'

The quality of IndianIndian-
education

Indian-
educationeducation has , in a sense ,, been aa-

test

a-

testlesttest of our Government'sGovernmentsGovernment's-
understanding

Government's-
understanding ''understanding of democracydemocracy-
andand commitment .-

to
t-
o.to allowingallowing-

coexistence
allowing-

coexistencecoexistence of diversedivc'rsedivcrsediverse' cultures .

YetY t , in the past , the GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

¬.-

ment has often failed thisththistest,!; ,test..

Ind'ianIndianInd ' an educationeduc3tion had, become aa-

national
a-

nationalnational tragedy . Itt'ttt' hadhadnotnotnot-
provided

not-
providedprovided Indian children with aa-
minimumminimum competencecumpetence necessarynecessary-
to

necessarynecessary-

toto prepare them for a productivepruductproductive-
role

veve-

rolerole in society at large ;; neitherneither-
had

neither-
hadhad it been responsible for perper-perper-
petuation

¬.-

petuation of the values andand-
culture

and-
cultureculture unique to the IndianIndian-
people

Indian-
peoplepeople . The IndianndianI EducationEducation-
Act

Education-
ActAct symbolizes the GovernGovern-Govern-
ment's

Govern-
ment's

¬-

ment'sments'' co'mmitmentcommitment' to reversingreversing-

the
reversing-

thethe trends of the past and I amam-
pleased

am-
pleasedpleased that Congress hash

,
s rere-rere-

newed
re-

newed
¬-

newed this commitment..

There arearc two new programsprogramsprograms-
of

programs-
ofof particular interest included inin-
the

in-
thethe Senate bill passedpassedopassedoreonoreoor-
eMondayMonday . One provides forfor-
grants

for-
grantsgraptsgrants to "institutionsinstitutions" of higherhigher-

education
higher-

educationeducation , Indian organizationsorganizations-
andand Indian tribes for the purposepurpose-
of

purpose-
ofof preparingI'repal'ingIrepaling' ' individuals for

I '.

teachingtbching or administeringadminlster ng special
programsprogramsspecialprogramsdesigned to meet tliethethe-
special

the-
specialspecial educational needs ofof-
'Illdian

of-
'Iidian' 'IndianIndian'IlldianIlldian'IidianIidian( childrenchildrechildren ;

"
,. the otherother-

authorizes-. authorizes fellowships forfor-
Indian

for-
IndianIndian students pursuing gradugradu-gradu-

ate
gradu-

ate

¬-

ateate and professional programs atat-
il1stituti

at-
institutionsinstitutionsil1stituti ns

' of higher learning .

AJAjAl final amendment increasesincr ases thethe-
a

the-
atpthorizationauthorizationthorizationaatpthorization for financialfinancia-

lafistance

financial-
aassistancea (stance to Indian-controlledIndiancontrolledIndian.controlledIndiancontrolledIndian.controlled-
sc

Indiancontrolled-
sc

-.

schoolsscafistanceools on or near reservationsres rvationsJrvationsJ-
I

rvationsJ-
would

;:

1
1IIwouldwould also like to callcall-

attention. attention to a section' of .thethe.the-

bip
...th-

ebilbillbilbipbipdirected, directed
'
towardtowtoward

v-
scctio'n

v-
scction
rd the bilingualbilingua-

ledlcational
bilingual-

educationaleducationaled/lcationaledlcational/ needs ofot:,. IndianIndian-
children

,

childrench1ldren . It authorizesauth rize fundsfunds-
"t

funds-
"tqi"tyty"tqitqi"tt"" j carrycarryoutout programsprogt'amsprogtams' ofof-
bilingual

ff-
bilingualbilingual educationducation for Childrenehchildren-
on

ildrenildren-
onon.1on1on.:; reservations serviced for ele-ele-ele-
mehtary

ele-
mentary

-.

mehtarymc'ntarymcntarymentarymentaryand' and secondarysec ndary schoolsschools-
forJlndian

schools
forforJlndianforIndianforschoolsfor! Indian children operatedopcr ted oror-
funded

or-
fundedfunded by the DepartmentDepartmerttDepartirlent ofof-
the

of-
thethe Interior ."

I am .,
pleased that the propro-pro-

grams
.¬-

grams developed under thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Education Act have beenbeen-
so

been-
so

'

so successful and that thethe-
National

',

National Advisory CounpilCouncilCoun il onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian EducationEduc'ltionEducltion' has becomebi'comebicomebbi'come-
an

' comecome-
anan important force in the-thethdthefield- fieldfield-
of

field-
ofof Indian education . I comjnendcommendcocommend-
my

mendmend-
mymy colleagues in the Senate forfor-
their

for-
theirtheir timelytimcly recognition ofor thethe-
progress

the-
progressprogress made thus far and theirtheir-
responsiveness

their-
responsivenessresponsiveness to the continuingcontinuing-
special

continuing-
specialspecial educational need'sneedsneedneedsof' ofof-
Ipdian

of-
IjtdianIndianIpdianIjtdian childrenchildrefchild ref'! :. , ,


