ANCHORA Alaska, Aug.
1—-Alaska ﬁi?'gu;- celebrated
's centennial uah:

ase price of the 49th State for
a single Boeing 747-C jumbo

President Charles F.
Willis, Jr., told the company’s
annual stockholders meeting
here that an option also has
been taken on the purchase of

would link Alaska, Hawaii,
Portland, Oregon, and Seattle,
Washington.

Delivery of the first Golden
Nugget jumbo jet is to be in
late 1971.

Willis noted that the United
States paid Russia $7,200,000
for Alaska a century ago.

“That was a bargain, as
history has proved, and we
are certain that our large
mvestment in this new
Alaska—size jet will prove as
beneficial to our customers,
stockholders and employees,”
Willis said.

He said a letter of intent
on the purchase o the first
jet has been signed, plus the
option. The agreement is
only subject to acquisition of

financing and the
approval of the company’'s
lending institutions and
pertinent government ageno-
1e8.

He pointed out that cost
studies show that acquisition
of the new jetliner will me an
a dramatic improvement in
direct operating cost per unit
of productivity or ‘“sea
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A versatile new develop-
ment in jet aircraft, the
Golden N version of the
B-747 will be especially
tailored to the needs of
Alaska with a variety of cargo
and pas space combin -
ations awvailable.

The airline’s Gay Nigeties
decor and theme, which has
boomed passenger revenues to
record highs this summer,
will be camried out in the new
jet, Willis said.

A large |lamge, styled in
Klondike fashion and
ed after the gold rush scenes
made famous by Robert
Service, Jack London, Wyatt
Earp and other sourdough
figwes, will be featured
attractions.

Steadily increasing business
in the Northland combined
with two ding mergers
made the 747 purchase imper-
ative, Willis noted.

“With CAB approval of
these mergers, Alaska Aim~
lines will be serving 92 per
cent of the population of the
nation’s largest state,”” he
said. ““We plan to do this in
the Alaska tradition—with
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ANCHORAGE,
make believe—somebody parked Alaska
Airlines’ new Golden Nugget jumbo jetliner
on a football field with its tail on the goal
line. How far would the pilot have to push
forward for a touchdown? Not quite 25
yords. The jumbo jet, the Boeing 747 -C
which will enter service in the outumn of
1970, will be 225 feet 2 inches in length.
But it will be making its touchdowns on
airfields, not gridirons. The cabin of

Alaska-size jets.”

The mergers are with
Alaska Coastal Airlines,

ant to a sailor and these Nome bluejackets brush up on some
of the basic knots as part of the oll Aloske Navy Centennial
Company now in boot camp at the Naval Training C“;"sq
Diego. Left to right, they ore: Richard D. Outwater, 17; Eugers
A. Dalilak, 17; Iscoc Ozenna, 19; Joseph C. Dexter, 18;
Richard A. Pouwock, 17; Jacob Sheldon, 20; Douglas A.
Doyle, 18; and James Nershok, 20. -

~Photo by PH3 Ted Nouman, USN
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AL ASKA-Suppose—just nearly 20 feet in -
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