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To the EditorEdilOr ::

If you want to10 see thetile effects of-

'FORCED
ofof-

'fORCED''FORCEDFORCED ASSIMILATIONASSIMILA77ON inin-

the
in-

thethe public schoolsscbools and thetheul1licPublic-
Safety

/,public/ul1licul1licul1lic-

ISafety([SafetyISafety Office (P.S.OPS.OPSOP.S.OHPS.OHPSOH,. . .. ) ,,. you-

1should

youyouI-

ShOUld
..shouldshould
IShOUld1should

spend a few days In jail-

where
jailjail-

whereiwherewhere you will see a generation
''ofofloflofyounggenerationlofyounggenerationlofyoung people in their 2020'820820's20s''* andand-

,30's,,3030,30's30s' . who are confused ,
disoriented ,, and alienated from-

themselves
fromfrom-

themselvesthemselves , their community ,, and-

their
andand-

theirtheir culture ,.,v_,,, For this genera-
tion

generagenera-¬.-
tiontlon , at leastlesst , the ""rulesrules '"* (valuesvlllues )
have been changed in the middle-
of

middlemiddle-
ofof the """gamegame " ( their lifetime)
aand they arcare learning the new-

"rules
newnew-

II
""rulesrulesrules"" of ththe$ dominantdommant culture-
by

cultureculture-
byby trial and error ,, not ever-

understanding
everever-

understandingunderstanding the changes that-

have
thatthat-

havehave been ""forcedforced " upon them-

by
themthem-

byby the schools and P.S.OPS.OPSO,., ., ..

In their pre-teenspreteens- ,, there were a-

few
aa-

few
\ few ",whitehlte school teacherstesctters whowho-
I

who-

livedI lived in a ""walledwalled city" called-
B.LA

calledcalled-
B.I.A

called-
II B.I.ABI.ABIAB.LABLA... . .. housingwhichhousing which was forbid-

den
forbid-

I

forbidforbid--¬-

I den to them (an4and our public-

school
publicpublic.-

chool.school.choolchool teachers stillstili livehve there inin-

isolation
in-

isolationisolation from the community )

and there were one or two NativeNativ-
epolicpolicepolic;: officers to ""patrolpatrol " the en-

tire
enen-

lire
en-en¬-

, tirelire community whchLwhichtwhichttheywhich(
, theyfbey liddidId

Very well with the help oofjofjofjthethethe-

Mother's
the-

Mother'sMother'sMothers'' Club *, parents , grand-
parents

grandgrand-*.-
parents ,, etc ., Suddenly ,, ",withwitt..1//.1/.1ht! lithtlit-

tle
lit-lit¬.-

tletie or no honest advance warningwarning ,

In their teen years , the schoolschoolhasschoolhas-
become

,haahashas-

becomebecome the domain of a tninor'i-

ty
minoritninoritninor'i-tninor'i' ¬.-

ty qfofofwhitewhite andfind non-NativenonNativenon.NativenonNativenon.Native-
student

nonNatives-
tudents

-.

thereareStudentsstudent. and tedchersteachers and therethereereere-

areare 11513$ or 20 ""bigbig
,

city " copscopecopslcopslRIIRI-

Itaniks
nilRIIallall-

tanikstaniks , who areareIstrongllrming""etrongarimjtetrongarimjtIstrongllrmingi "' '
and ""head-busting"headheadbusting- " the NaNa1ftteNabNa1ftte-

people
Nabp-

eople

'

_ . .

people for behavior that was acc-

ceptable
c-c-¬.

ceptable only yesterdyesterdayyll! l!!t! AAndd ,

these cops ,, with rare exceptioexceptionswasEEs ,

never interact with Native peopee MiIelbIe-

in

lb-

inIn their off-dutyoffduty-- time , as perrr-
department

r-

departmentdepartment policy , and , like mos-
tnonNatives

mostmost-
nonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives-- working in Barrow ,

merely exist until they can get 6ut-

of
outQut6utQu-

tofof town for rest , recreation ,.,

recovery , and visit their real-

homes
realreal-

homeshomes in the ""southsouth "
No one (certainlycertamly not1101 thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool district nor the P S 0 . ) hh-

ever
his-

ever
htishishss

ever made a sincere attempt jo10jo-

help
10-

helphelp this critical generatigeneratidn-
understand

generationgeneratidnnn-

understandunderstandunderstandnornor adjust to this sud-

den
sudsud-sud-

den
sud-sud¬--

den change in their lives The-

school
The-

school
The

school district demands """IocIoc"lock-
steft

"lock-
stel

"lock-"locklock,,
-

stelsteftstel\stelsteleducationI'racticeInpracticeIn\"" education likehke they 'practiceI'racticeIractice
InIninfixes, xasxis , (Ihethehe P.S.tXPS.tXPStXp.s.bps.bpsb. . , selectivelyselectivelyI

I

enforcesenfofCCsthethe hlwIqwslaws. accordingaccorolhg to thethe-

PS.O
th-

ePS.OPS.OPSO, . ,, directordlracor! whomwhol11 you nevernever-

fell
never-

setfeefellset in thdthelthe community _afterfter 5$5-

p.mp.mpm. . , and the village elders andand-

community
and-

communitycommunity leaders trusted thethe-

new
the-

newnew comecomcrfecomerls. to do theflip right things-
who

thingsthings-
whowho areare"Ibent""bentbent"IbentIbent " ''ononon destroyigg-
this

destroyi9g-
this

destroyingdestroyi9gdestroyigg
this culturecultltre andandwandwhowwfyowhoo have nono-

compassion
no-

compassioncompassion for , nor understan-
ding

understanunderstan-¬.-
ding of,. the people they camcame toto-

"SClrve
t-

o"serve""serveserve"SClrveSClrve"serveserve",.". ... .

In fact , therhe public schools and-

public
andand-

publicpublic safety departmentdepartnlent haV-
ebecome

havehave-

becomebecome the number oneone-

"enemy
one-

"enemy""enemyenemy" of the InupiaqInuplaq cultureculture-
for

culture-
forfor this generation , in pparticularrticular ,

andandareare , literallyhterally ,, ""qtqt"atat war" withwith-

them
with-

themthem .... ...

Will this InupiaqInuplaq culture sursur-

vive
sur-

vive
sur-sur¬-

vive or will you join the I150-

North
150SOSO-

NorthNorth AmericanAmencan Indian TribesTribes-
and

Tribes-
andand HawanansHawaIIans who have beenbeen-

"sacrificed
been-

"sacrificed""sacrificedsacrificed " by the dominantdommanrdominant-
culture

dommanr-
cultureculture in the name of progress ,

capitalismcaplta1tsm , and/orandor/ religionreligionlreligionl-
One

? !

One culture and values needneed-
not

need-
notnot be destroyed so another cancan-

hve
can-

livelivehve . Differing cultures andand-
values

and-

valuesvalues can prosper in harmony IfIf-

we
if-

wewe all understand and work at it .,

And ,. the so-calledsocalled- dominant-
culture

dominant-
culture

dominant
culture hashos muchmuS/lmuSl/ more to gain

. _m ___ _ _ . .__.. .

and learn from the InupiaqInupiaq-
Culture,CultureCultureultureulturehan\than\hanhan we can offeroffdr the ''n-
u

Jn-

utoiaq
Jn-Jn'n-'nnJn-

upiaq
-

uutoiaqupiaqiaq peoplepeople.IpeopleI,.. ..,..IIIp!) thet/letle/ Lower 48 ,,
OUrour prisons arere full to over-

flowing
overover--¬.

flowing so that real criminals go-

free
gogo-

freefree ; our mental institutionsinslitutions are-

ctow4ed
areare-

ctowcfawctowctow4ed<Jedcd: ; we care little for ourour-
elders

our-

elderselders ;; our streets ardareace unsafe ;: ourour-
pubhc

our-
publicpublicpubhc Bchoolsschools are failing to teach ;

crimecnme and violence are ramparampant-
In

rampanttt-
InIn our cities ;; homosexualshomoaexuals are-

controlling
areare-

controlhngcontrollingcontrolhng cities ; we have anan-

alarming
an-

alarmingalarming number ofofalcoholalcohol andand-

dmg
and-

drugdrugdmg abusersabuaers ;: unemploymentunemploYllent( ,

corruptionOrntptioncdrruption , pollutionpollullon ,, and adad-

nauseum
ad-

nauseumnauseum .. . i-

How
i,

How can we say to10 the Inupiaq-
people

InupiaqInuplaqInuplaq-
peoplepeople that '"'wewe"we' have a betterbelter way-

than
wayway-

thanthan they ? How can we honestlyhonestly-

sell
honestly-

sellsell our corrupt and '""immatureimmature'Immature' ""
culture to10 a people that have beenbeen-
around

been-
aroundaround fbrfor thousands of years?

Does money buy human lives1tves asas-

well
as-

wellwell as all other products?
IIwouldwould likehke to hear from peo-

ple
peo-

ple
peopeo-¬-

ple in the CordovaCordovaIethel, /:Bethel/IethelIethel , and-

Fairbanks
aridandacidaci-

dFairbanksFairbanks communities PleasePlease-

call
Please-

callcall 852-728085272808S2.72808S27280-.- collect or write toto-

John

to-

JohnJohn W Danner
DannerBox
Box 304304-

Barrow
304-

Darrow
304-

I

304-
narrow

I
BarrownarrowDarrow , AK 99723

\

To the EditorEditor-
This

'
,

This is iniii reply to10 youryour '""rara"'TaskTask"Task' k ''

force hearslItars two Sides '"' *' articlearticle-
December

article-

December( December 24 , 1984)1984) In the Tun-

dm
TunTun-¬.- ,

dradm TimedTimes ,.

To start , my children are halfhalfI-

nupiat
<,

InupiatInuplat and halfhalfwhitewhite , white onon-

my
on-

mymy side .. I would likehkeIIke to see themthem-
'when

them-
when''whenwhenwhen they are older with the fee-

ins
feelfeel-

ing
fee-feefeel-feel) ¬--

inginsingofof the land that born them andand-

their
and-

theirtheir ancestors , and glVlgivingg whiteswhites-

most
whites-

mostmost 6fof the control is 'not'not'riotriot' thetile way-

It
wayway-

It
way-

ItIt has only 6eenbeen a few yearsyeaJ'ljyeaJlj' agoago-

that
ago-

thatthat they started hVllivingg the whitewhite-

man's
white-

man'sman'smans' way if you consider thethe-

length

the-

lengthlength of time both cultures havehave-

been
have-

beepbeenbeep around If you look at the-

I

thethe-

IAwerI,IAwer6werOwer 48 you can see whatwhot has-

happen
hashas-

happenhappen to the land the govern-

ment
govern-

ment
governgovern- ¬-

ment just startedslarted forcing peoplepeople-

toto clean up after them I[ beheve-

the
believebehevebelieve-

thethe EEskimosklmos and IndiansIndlons cancan-

make
can-

makemake the land productive with in-

dustries
inm-

dustries
m-min-in¬-

dustries and stillslill keep the um-

bilical
um-

blhcal
umum--¬-

bilicalblhcalblhcalcordbilicalcordcord thatthot tieslies themt/lemtlem/ to thth-

hind
th-

l4nd
th\thth\th\\l4ndhindli4nd which the white man has 10lostlos-

talong
11-

Iiong
1-

aaBelongalongIiong timelime agoago-

The
ago-

The
ago-

TheThe AAAAWMWM (AlaskaAlaka, Assocla-

lion
Associa-

tion
AssociaAssocla-AssoclaAssocia-¬-

tionlion of White Men ) I think iis. soft-

lgttering
soft

1.letteringlgtteringlterin8 for (Ihethehe (]KKKfKKICK I'mIm' no-

tantiwhite
notnot-

arltlwhlteanti-whiteantiwhitearltl-whltearltlwhlte-- I just thlthinkk withallwith all ofof-

our
of-

ourouYour intelligenceintellingence we shouldshouldlove/have-

itreated
have/lovelovelove-

treated,treateditreated the Eskimo'sEskimos' and Indian'sIndians' IrI-

hke
r-

like
,

likehke the mountain men did , theythey-

knewknew andandunderstoodunderstood the land andand-

people

II-

peoplepeople ,. and gained thierthlerthicr trust , 10-

open
to10to-

openopen this landlond for the pilgrampUgrampilgrami ?.)
that didn'tdidnt' take the time totl) openopen-

their
open-

theirtheir eyes to the rlghrights" of peoplepeople-

who
people-

whowho were their first.. Now thethe-

white
the-

whitewhite man knowsknow. how it feelifeels toto-

yell
to-

yellyell for rights likehke the IndUl11Indian'sIndians' . did-

for
diddid-

forfor so10 many years . SoSonSome* peoplepeople-

say
lele-

saysay itsita carmacanna , some saysar its a come-

back
come 11-

backback , someIOme say itsitli aboutahout time .. ,sr
,

(Name wltheldwitheld , Ed ) ,

',
,

Education keeps #

, '
fighting onon-

To

on-

ToTo the EditorEditor-
I

\'

I would likehke to add my threethree-

cents
three-

centscents worth to10 DennisDeMIS Demmert's-
article

Deromert's-
article

Demmert'sDemmertsDeromert'sDeromerts'
article on the Special Relation&lli-
pbetween

RelationshipRelation&llipRelationllipRelationship-
between

&

between the U S Government-
and

Govef1lmenl-
and

GovernmentGovef1lmenl
and Native AmericansAmencans livinghvlng inmm-

the
in-

thethe U.S.AUS.AUSAU.S.A-
This

U.S.A-
Thl

U.S.A-
This

.. .

ThlThis. relationshiprelatlonsl1lp is to me so-

evidently
soso-

eVldenllyevidentlyeVldenlly founded in AmericanAmerIcan-
legal

American-
legallegal tradition as to be In-

dhputable
inin-

disputable
In-In¬-

disputabledhputable to those who have been-

exposed
beenbeen-

exposedexposed to10 itil .,. The problem is , asas-

he
as-

hehe points out , very few people inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ,, most especially non-

Natives
non-

Nativps
non-non-.

NativesNativps *., have ever even heard ofof-

the
of-

thethe Special RelationshipRelallonship ,, a gnm-
remJnder

grimgnmgrim-
reminderreminderremJnder of the priorities of our-

educational
ourour-

educationaleducational system-fromsystemfromsystem.frol1\system.frol1system--frontfrontsystem.frol1the.---. \,
the in-

stitutions
inin-in¬.-

stitutionsstltutlons that prepares teacheteachersteachers-
and

"
andandadministratorsadministrators to the schoolsschools-

themselves
schools-

themselvesthemselves , even those with
100 % Native American studentstudent-

populations
student-

populationspopulations .

for many years thlthis. will re-

main
rereore-rereo-

main

¬-

main a very specialspeclai challenge forfor-

Native

'

Native educators and parents In-

Alaska
inin-

AlaskaAlaska .

As aa teacher who Is14 doingdomg my
"'

,

own level bebestt to spread the word '

\
in a small ruralmral high school on thethe-

Bering
the-

BeringBering coast , I4 Candan only saysaywhatwhal-

'a
whatwhalwhat-

'a'V'aa one time friend ofofmineminemme keptkept-

lelling
kept-

tellingtellinglelling me In BoliviaBohvia many
''yearsyearsyears tt-

ago

\
.ago , ""SigueSigue$igue con la10In luchalueha (, sigueslgue i!i-

concon U10la luchaluchalluchat! (Keep on fightingfightmg ,

keepkeeponon fightingflghtmgl '))"" .,, ttSincerelytt\
SincerelySmcerely , i\t aa-

FrankFrank J .. KeimKelm ;

Scammon Bay 9966299662-

I

99662-
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