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Tribal leader Allen Panamaroff at home in Karluk , Kodia-

kPhoto
Kodia-

kPhoto
KodlakKodiakKodla-

kPhotoPhoto by Mike RostadRllltedFasted
- ,.

_
. - -- - - " ""

KarliKarlukKarliuk!uk chiefdhief prefersprefer;'

homeonie , vinagevillagevillageb-
ybvby Mike RostadRostail

,

Allen PananulroPananmro ' , tribaltrihllilelllea er-

in
erer-

Inin the villagevilttige of K 'tluktlukHuktluk ,, KodfKodwkKodiak\ ,

Is botheredbpthered by a ququbstlonquostiontlon thutthlltthat Hur-
tfaces

fur-tfurtHurt( ur -;
facesfuces whenwhell he is tllcefaced with the-

challenge
thethe-

II challengechllllenge ofotofdotpltmgofdpitingpilingpltmgpiting [ he necessities-
against

necessitiesnecessities-
again'l

necessities-
ii againstagain'lagainl' the frillsfnlls ,, !""DoDo we reallyrelllly : ieedeedendendsomesome ofof-

tJle
of-

thetltetJlethe thingstll\ngstllngs\ we'rewere' toltold wewean't'\:Can'tCant\an'tan'tant'can't' live-

without
live-

without
livtjlive

without , " he wowondersdrrsders "What-
are

"WhutWhut"WhlltWhllt"WhatWhat""Whllt-
are .') "are truelrue rfehesriches ananywayway *)

The PanamaroffPanamaioff ' s livinglivingroomroomroomI-

Sis not Carpeted ThThere'sTheresre'sresre ' , no runn-

ins
runnrunn-

mgingmgins water Some wwnild;midsuld say that-

Allen
thattltattltat-

AllenAllen and hlhis fumilfumlfamil! t arearc depriv-
ed

dcprivdepriv
idedd not (too havehllve amenitiesamenitiesam'mlleammlle' . many-

Americans
manymany-

AmencunAmericanAmencunAmericans . regard aafeuJ, necessities-
But

necessitiesnece.MtIOneceMtIOnecessities-
But

. '
But Iiithe,' PanumaroiffPantynarcAfPanalmlT< ff househoutiehousesixhoutiesixhou e --''SIX-

duldrrJl
-sixsix'SIXsix-

childrenchildrenduldrrJl is""warmwarmwarm therethere'stheres'' , pldnty-

to
plentyplntypldntyplnty-

to

.!
to cutCilicat ,. andJnd certainlyccrtllmly poverty doesdoes-

not
doedoehdoeh-

nol
*

noinolnot reign here-

Would
herehere-

WouldWouldWoald the PanamcpoffsPantlmIroffsPanttm.troffsPanttmtroffs., qualif-
yI

qualify-

as
qualify

\
,usasI' beinghemg '''richrich'rlchrlch?'! ProbablyPr"hablyPrhably" not-

13bt

notnol
\ But13bt whatwhlll doesdocs it meanmCanmCan0\to\00 behe rich-

anyway
nrichhh-

inyway,anywayinyway like the tribaltribllilelldcrleader hays-

I

says-

l

sayshays
Il A value systemsytcn, ! alien to10 a.a-

WesternWesternWetern, world .shaped.hapedhaped by-

Madison
byhyhy-

MadisonMadison Avenue standardsstandard. helps-

Allen
help-

Allcn
helpshelp

!\Ullen\AllcnAllcnAllen how 1<to) define "nthnth"ndlndl"richrich" . "
'1, Growing up min a village when-
"keeping

wherewhenwhere-
"keeping""ftkeepirig"keepingkeeping up with theIhe Jone.esJoneesJonosesJoneses'1Joneses1. '"
was notnol a prioritypnorlty *, AllcriAllen learnedlearned-
that

learnetleUfne)

that aa pmonperson'spersons'' wealth is deter-

mined
deter-

mined
deterdeter-¬-

mined bybJ! freedom to gather the-

fruits
thethe-

fruitsfruits and hunt the unlmaltanimals of the-

land
thethe-

landlandwhichland whiwhichh provide his-

sustenance
hishis-

su.tenancesustenancesu.tenancesutenance. , and by the pride he-

feels
hehe-

feelsfeels towardloward his heritage and-

culture
andand-

cultureculture
culture"People""PeoplePeople didn'tdidnt'' lack ,, " says-

Allen
sayssays-

AllenAllen . ""TheyThey always had-

something
hadhad-

somethingsomething to trade People in thethe-

v

the-

villagevvillageiIIage gave to10 those inip need . " ItIt-

was
It-

waswas traditional , and it stillsull is to-

some
toto-

somesome extent , for thj5tl\CtlCthe\ person-
shooting

personperson-
shootmgshootingshootmg the first deerdeep of thethe-

season
the-

seasonseason to10 give a piece to everyone-
in

everyone
in10 the village

- - ---

""oJoJ"ButBut13 t!tallall ofofaa suddensudllen we ",were''er4er4'er4-
told

er
told h!thatt we were poor;,, We didn't-
know

didn'tdidntdidn't-
know

'
know we were IXOrpoorpoor/poorpoorThat) ./I"', That-
revolution

ThatThlltThllt-
revelltlonrevelationreve/lltlonrevelltlonrevolution/ was BroughtOmught too his pe-

pie
eppeope\pe\>"*'

pie bybyIbygovernment
I
government officials and-

others
andand-

othersotherswhoothers whowho felt compelled tolmtoimto\imtoim|\; *'
pose their ftiateriuliaticmateriahNtlcfXiaterialaatic stqndards-
on

standards-
on

standardsstqndards
on othothersothsr* ,, he says , ""IfIf"IftheyIftheythey shove-

something
shoveshove-

somethingsomething down youryour throat that-

has
thatthat-

hohohas. nothingnodung ofofvaluevalue long enough ,.

you'reyoure' goingomg to startslllrt accepting-
II

accepting-
It

accepting
itII 11

11"There's
"
""There'sTheres"ThereThere' , nothingnothmg IJ can do With-

the
Withwith-

thethe changes that greatly affect-

us
afiectaflcetaffectaflcet-

uusuus1, '" admitsudmlts Allen ""ButBut"BuiBui there'ss-

ometing
therethere'stheres'' ,

'sometmgsometing'oO\etmgl'd'oOoOetmgl'detmgld\ 'I'dId'' like to do IfchangesIf changes-

come
changeschanges-

comecome ,, we wantwant0\to\00 make surewre they-

don't
Ihey-

don
theyIhey

dondon'tdont'''II happenhllppcn so fastfllt, ".
Thefhe wave otof changechaoge lJahas swept-

over

,sweptweptwept-
overover the remote village of Karluk ,,.

yetyelllit has not-washednotwashednot.wa.hednotwa.hednotwahed-. . aWaySWay,
way traces-

of
tracesIrace.

ot01of the papastpail1 whichwhllh remindremuld villagevillagers-
of

villagers"
otofor the richnessrtchnes. of theirIhelr heritage-

Not
heritagehcrttagheritage-

NotNotNOI furfar from AlIenAllen'sAllens'' home ,.

situatedtluated nearncur the ShehkofShelikof $StraitStrJIItrait ,.,

are artlfaartifactsts that tell an ,intriguingntflgumgntrnguingntrnguing-
story

ntflgumg-
storystory ofpfpfaofaa hearty peoplepeople who-

sacked
whowho-

seekedseekedsacked out a livinghvlng in the-

wilderness
thethe-

wlldwlldwildernessrne.srnes. , tfhjbyingCIIJoyingenjoying ,, not thethe-

comfort
the-

comfortscomfortscomfort of aaII fancy home com-

plete
com-

plete
comcom--¬-

plete with thickthickcarpetingcarpeting , col-

ored
colcol-

ored
col-col¬-

ored televisionOOlevi.lOnOOlevilOn. and gadgets whlwhich-

made
whichhh-

mademade life easiereaier, , but something-
deeper

somethingsomething-
deeperdeeper;;; something one can'tcantcan'lcanl' at-

tach
atat-at-¬.

tach a price tag to ; a profound-
sense

profoundprofound-
sensesense of identity withwllh the land and-

a
andand-

aa fascinationfasclnallon with dance and art .

Stone lamps ,, basketsba.ketsbakets. ,, masksmasks-

and
masks4masks

and various tools and weapons-
have

weaponsweapons-
havehave been unearthed at Karluk ..

Archaeologist Dick Jordon calls-

the
callscalls-

thethe area a ""goldgold"goldnine\nineninethine(\nine .. " He and-

an
andand-

anan archueologtiqalarchaeoogtiqalarchaeologtictal( team spent two-

summers
twotwo-

summerssummers discovering (facestraces ofaa-

people
aa-

peoplepeople who inhabited the land forfor-

hundreds
for-

hundredshundreds of years ..

The people whoseWhoS every day-

tools
dayday-

toolstools and crafts are now under the

_ . . .- - ----- -- -

scrutinyacrultny ofofeKpertsofexpertsexpertseKperts In the field (cf-

archaeology
ofcf,)I'

archaeology , are riioreJoretfiore thaqthanthai ? an-

cient
A-

ncient

an-

cient
An-An-

cient personagespcrsollllgcspersopnges to the villagers-
of

villagen-
of

villagersvillagen
of Karluk ,, notesnoles AllcrtAllen ,. 'They're-
ancestors

They'reTheyre'fhey'rfheyr'

ancestorsIIncestors who were perhaps dif-

ferent
difdlfdif--¬.

ferent In the way they dressed and-

spoke
andand-

spokespoke *., yet very similar to present-

day
presentpresent-

dayday residentsresillents In their affinityaffinlly with-

the
With-

the
with

the land andendnd their $struggletruggle to deal-

with
dealdeal-

wllhwithwllh influencesintluences from outside-
"We

outblde-

"We
outsideoutbldeoutside-

"We""WeWe are the people that-

were
thatthat-

werewere , " says Allen ""WeWe can't-
lose

CIIn'l-

lose
can'tcantCIIn'lCIInl'

peopleWelose our identityIdenltty as Native peoplepeople-
WeWe don'tdont'' want to10 loselobe sightsign! of-

where
01-

w

of01

wwherehere we are ".
Allen and his family live next-

door
neK-

tdoor
nextneKt

door to10 AllenAllen'sAllens' , parent AlexAleK and-

Olga
andand-

OlgaQlgaOlga PanamaroffPanamatoff The families-
are

familiesfllmllle
are the only reresidentsldent . ofot Main-

Karluk
MamMllmMainMllm-

KarlakKarlukKarlak ,,. located aeroacross, . theIhe lag-

goon
lag-

goon
lag-

goon
lag-lag--

goon from Old Karluk and dawn-

river
downdawndown-

fiverarfawhereai'ieawhereriverfiver from the new housinghou"nghoung" areaarfaai'ieaaiiea
'

where a majoritymaJ"rttymaJrttymaJ"rttyofmajorityof" of KarlKartKarlukkk-

re

k-

residents atodatod-

upriver
reresidentsldenl live People nugtnllgrutmigrateddd-

upflverupnverupflverupriver several years ago afteraftena< a-

fierce
aa-

fiercefierce storm (loretoreore intomto theIhe Karluk-

spit
KarlKarlijkKarlukkk-

bpltspitbplt
spitAllenbpltAllen

Allen ,, was born and raisedrai'edraied' in-

Karluk
In-

Karluk
in

Karluk ,, got to seesea the ""OotOot"OutsideOutsidelde ""
when he enlistedenhstedenlistedinmin the Navy dur-

ing
dur4dur4-

ing
durdur-*-

ing the early 6060'11601160's60s' *:. He1HeHd was station-
ad

suttionstation *.
edad at Hawaii and Norfolk ,

VirginiaVlfglnla ., He had fta chance to-

work
toto-

workwork for the Federal Aviation-
Administration

AviationAvlotionAvlotion-
AdmlnlWatlonAdministrationAdmlnlWatlon ,, but he chose to-

return
toto-

returnreturn to the village ., Some-

wondered
SomeSome-

wonderedwonderedwhywondered why Allen would turn-

down
turnturn-

II down a ""goldengolden
,

opportunity "
But the ""goldgold"gol4gol4'" asliS far as Allen-

was
AllenAllen-

waswas coneernedconcernedconcerned , was lodged in-

Karluk
inin-

KarlukKarluk ,,

NNo elaborate mansion to settle-
downin

settleseuleseule-

downndownindowrrtlndownn
(,

))! . No flashytlashy automobile to-

cruise
toto-

cruisecruise around min . No fancy office-

to
officeoffice-

toto work in , from ninenme to FiveFive-

But
five-

But
five-

ButBut near Allen'sAllens' house runs the-

Karluk
thethe-

Kar10kKarlukKar10k River , famous for its-

abundant
itslislis-

abundantabundant supplys'IPplysIPply' of red salmonssalmonsalmo.

DDbcrr foamroam the hills .,. A treatreasury-
o

treasuryuryury-

ooofi artifactsartlfacta is buriburied near the-

vi

Ihe-

VI

theIhe
VIvillagelagdlag! , JustJUNt a few yards fromfrom-

Allen's
from-

Allen'sAllen'sAllens'' house is the mighty-

Sl1blikof

mightymighty-

SSShelikofehkof Strait with theIhe spec-

ta
spec-

lafular
specspec--¬-

talafular
Sl1blikoftacularular mountainousmountatnous AlaskaAlasks

".,_ ..hh .>._ . . __ .._ . _ _ __ _ .

Peninsula inpitininthethe dlbtandistancee ..

There'sTheres' fpbabjyprobablyrobobJy aat! leastlea.tleat. one-
millionaire

oneone-

mtlhonolremillionairemtlhonolre therethdre Who would-
gladly

wouldwould-
glalll.. , . . . . . . .

putQut
. .l JI .II I rt .1111 nglalllgladly)' give up his Rolls Royce-

just
Royce

JustjystRoycejysttotosp\tosptospndspendspend\=nd Aa
, day in Allen'sAllens' ackbackback-

yard
tickack-

yardyardyard ,.


