Associated Press .
Southeastern Alaska is overs
represented and should  give
up one of its six state House '
seits to Southcentral election
districts, Rep. Terry Martin

told the Reapportionment
Board during a public hearing
last week,

The Anchorage Republican
was the first person 1o testify
during the panel’s public hear-
ing on possible options to
amend a redistricting program
approved in 1981 by then Gov,
Jay Hammond, a Republican.

The board members, four
Democrats and a Republican
appointed Oct. 20, face a
tough task, |

They must walk a tight-
rope between a superior court
judge’s order that the amended
plan be a simple revision, and
directives from Gov. Bill Shef-
field that revised census data,
which adds 1,039 Eagle River
residents left out of the 1981
plan, be included.

That addition could lead to
wholesale remapping of An-
chorage election districts.

Judge Milton Souter ordered

a new redistricting plan to re-

move Cordova from District
2~ the “lceworm™ district
stretching from Prince William
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Sound to Sauthestem Aliska.
and he said it should be carri
out simply, having the

of “a ripple, not a crashing

wave.” _

He said Cordova does not
share social and economic ties
with the other communities in
its district. :

Board Chairman Willie Hens-

'ley asked Martin whether he

‘would object to adding the ad-

|justed census data to the re.

districting equation, saying,
“Some people are upset if we
do, and some people are upse!
if we don't,”

“That palés in comparison
to the statewide problem,”
Martin said. “No matter how
vou try, I don’t think you can
solve the Cordova problem in

el

a
i [

give the board more leeway, he
said.

Adding Cordova to a district
outside Southeastern Alaska
would lead to even less popula-
tion in that section of the
state for census purposes, and
add to an existing problem of
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~ the narrow guidelines you
. rl l'“.“ R
 Souter should be asked to



