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A letter from one Alasxan Native to -.h
Subject: Land ﬂﬁl&_-l .

Our battle for righttul recognition as o worthy
consideration for a just and fair retum for our lands
forthcoming legisliation is a fierce and wtrategicelly fought
battle. The “land frwee ™ is o situation presently in exist.
ance, as we all know, because the Secretary of
feels thot it is necessary in order to protect
respect to our aboriginal claim to lond
attempting to oc quire under its ML-‘M

(Continued on page 7)




*ﬂdﬂnm. D.C. w» -m! the land ﬁull -d

problems.
.&t:mﬂmﬁ-&vmhrcn—pﬂuhnﬁ-

end to the land freeze, however, we as nafive people must

centrifugal force and we hanging onte the perimeter of this
fast moving maneuver, can be very daongerous for us, if we do
not thoroughly contemplate this issue before us.

It seems to me thot if the land freeze is deplorable encugh,
and this freeze being our weapon, then the Governor and his
staff should be democratic enough to dllow us our own elected
body, in its entirety, to represent uson issue; ond with
the State’s offer ot financing, we could then expedite release
of the land freeze, thus having ‘‘our’’ soy in court, and the
State could have its big thaw,

Throughout our battle with the Federd Government over our
lands, an expression has been heord over and over again,
i.e. “Congress will not allow this,”" or “Congress will not
go olong with this.'’ It is true that we are going o be affected
by the decisions of Congress. However, if we are 100 timid to
-wwu:hm”nh'“hhmﬂﬂh'
is we wish.

Congress will and does express their Mm
they do this, hopefully, they will li sten % wﬂh Let
us mt”mdulwnlﬁﬂm

Let it be known to all, that our intent ?ll&ﬁ*iﬁﬂhl
ourselves in on aftempt to wnhmhhh h
true that our original land claims M ‘was
we have another chance at communi u,lﬂulhi-ri
again.. We only want a fair and just settlement for this land
of ours.

| note that the A.F.N, is currently Mlniluﬂoﬂidw
of Native or more. Apparently, the A F.N, feels that rules or
guidelines set forth by the Federal Government in establi shing
a blood quantum is proper.

The Federal Government has set down the )4 degree of bload
quantum, so that they would not be responsible for any native
person  who is less than this degree. | ask you, what is the
consequence of foll owing suit and establi shing this degree,
when and if your grandchildren marry out of their race ond their
children then become ineligible to benefit from the heritage

you leave them unless your estate is free from govemment
cuil'lnrirr and control.

You also request, by determining the ! degree quantum, that
a person enrolling as a notive would then be put to task to
prove his degree of blood of both his parents to insure his or
her eligibility. My feelings ﬁ:;'nf the blood™ I;.:'kl':il.

n, the argument will be Congress may on this
hmmuﬁii creates ‘oo many natives, and | say “Good, then
they will realize that there are a lot of us who deserve con
sideration for o better way of life, and o fair shoke for having
Mw‘nuﬂdyﬂu‘mm-l“m
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.Eyh-dﬁyﬂummln- with nﬂrﬁrhdl-
The Federal and State Governments have cpened the
Hmhlmdh-mhyiﬂuh.-hpm
village land o the villages, and that funds from compen sation
could insure odequote sewage, water ond health control
focilities, which our villages sadly need, not % count ade-
quate homes, and vocational training ond education by our

people.

Our needs are many. In other words, hﬂm”h‘l
offered 1o allow us to live on our own land and pay for our
own sewage i'.sd, woter, efc, instead of requesting the
State and Federal Funds to l"'l'lrlll'l this situation, os is done
by the towns and cities of Alaska and the rest of the U.S. by
tax dollars.

Mr. Robert Vaoughan, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
| nterior, submitted o draft propo sal for our consideration: An
important lﬂn‘hllw out in this proposal which tlitﬁ
75% of unallocated off-—shore revenues will be apportioned to
cities, towns and villages in Alaska that contain m-ﬂro
or more natives, and that the money epportioned to each city,
town or village shall be paid 1o an wwniuﬂmnfrhnnum
approved by the Secretary of the Interior and shall be avail -
able for any purpose requested by the Native organizotion if
the purpose is dumud by the commission provided fulr
vk this act.

| con only assume fr ﬁilhtuw-hm
75% of what is left | ﬂmwhw-m“ﬂ
for the proposal states we would get 75% of unollocated
funds. How much is 75% of what is left over?

It is also stated in this proposal that the m*ﬂ‘ﬁ-
Interior approve and any ventures would have 10 secure- apprév-
ol of some ““commission.”” Apparently, the Secretary feels
that there has to be some authority involved here. | con see
and oppreciate the danger ‘of the formation of un-Americon
organizations; but | feel that since we are o non-violent,
peaceable and very patient people (We Tlingits are still
waiting) that the Governments should give us as much con-
sideration as they do the higpies and black power movements;
not fo mention those in the nation viclently opposed to vio-
len ce in Viet Nam. |t is also apparent thot the Ku Klux Kion
and the American Nozi Party operates with u lot more freedom
~ that we will be dllowed %o in having two overseers.

| will ventyre o soy regording this protection clouse, that
we should protect ocurselves by employing qualified experts
in the field of finance, (if we should ever receive any), to ad-
vise us; and | bravely add tha these experts need not be of
native origin unfess they quolify; and also the law is hln to
protect us if there be infroctions of the low. -

| feel that before we accept wholeheartedly any prmld_
from either the State or Federal Govemments, we should
thoroughly consider every facet of this legisiation. What do
we octually wont? A piece of land for every native of the
blood in or out of the village? Adegquate homes, .hc-tlm
ond wocational ftreining.

Should we have fee M-Inim-—ddhm
legally by the native to poss onto his heirs; or do we want
fee toil lancd which restricts heirship; or in trust by the
Government land which would allow us to occupy these lmil
without true ownership individually?

My whhﬁilmhhmiuﬂnm-
crificism, but on expression of concem in an area so vital fo
vs all, We need our leaders to -I-H-r this tremendous:
tomorrow; and n__ st tolk with our leaders and let them knew
-i-ﬂl—n-" we think so they can tuly represent
us. . "
This cruciel w not be left entirely without comm -
mh“ﬂ--ﬂ.-ﬁqh“ﬂﬁﬂw
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