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M . R . ( MUKTUK ) MARSTON-ChampionMARSTONChampion- of native rightsrights-toldrightstoldrightstold-
the

-told
the Tundra Times that the men who worked together to get thethe-

native
the-

nativenative claims settlement through Congress "diddid" a better job"
than he thought they would . "II" 1 have great hopes for the future , "
he said . " . . . there'stheres' a golden sunrise coming for the nativenative-

people
native-

peoplepeople . . . "

'MuktukMuktuktMuktuk'MuMu' ktuk ' Marston-MarstonMarstonF-
or

--
For Natives at ConstitutionComtitution Convention

By NORMA BOWKETTBOWKETT-
Staff

BOWKETT-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

The
Writer-

The
Writer-

TheThe man who organized thethe-

Eskimo
the-

EskimoEskimo Scouts during World WarWar-

II
War-

IIII and sought to convey landland-

titles
land-

titlestitles to natives during the AlaAla-Ala-

ska
¬.-

ska Constitutional Convention inin-

the
in-

thethe mid 1950s , when few werewere-

interested
were-

interestedinterested in native land rights ,

expressed hisJus pleasure todaytoday-
over

today-
overover the passage of the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Claims Act of 1971 . -

"II" think it'sits' delightful ," saidsaid-

Col
said-

ColCol.. M.RMR... (Muktuk ) Marston ,
reachedreachedatat his home in AnchoAncho--¬-

rage by telephone . "AfterAfter" 103103-

years
103-

yearsyears the native association putput-

through
put-

throughthrough a good organization andand-

got
and-

gotgot an answer ."
At the convention MarstonMarston-

proposed
Marston-

proposedproposed an amendment whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould give natives title to thethe-

lands
the-

landslands on which they resided andand-

those
and-

thosethose on which they had huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand fishing camps .

Then , the Constitutional ConCon-Con-

vention
¬.-

vention record reveals , MarstonMarston-
made

Marston-
mademade the following comments inin-

support
in-

supportsupport of his proposal :

( Continued on Page 6)661)



'MuktukMuktuk'MuktukMuktuk' ,,' FriendFriendofofNativesNatiyes . '. .
" . . . this is the reason I camecame-

to
came-

toto this convention. I waited twotwo-

months
two-

monthsmonths to get here and I hopehope-
you

hope-
youyou will keep your minds andand-

hearts
and-

heartshearts open for a few minutes . . .

"DelegateDelegate" Peratrovich hashas-

talked
has-

talkedtalked about this , and the deledele-dele-

gate
dele-

gate
¬-

gate I talked to during the lunchlunch-

time
lunch-

timetime says this has come up atat-

every
at-

everyevery Indian or Native convenconven-conven-

tion
conven-

tion
¬-

tion he has attended . ItItcomescomescomes-

up
comes-

upup because it is never settled

( ContinuedCon"tlnUedContlnUed" from page 1)1)1)-

and
1)-

and
1)-

and
)

and every morningmoming here we praypray-
to

pray-
toto the God above to guide usus-

and
us-

andand direct us and I wish thatthat-
His

that-
HisHis ambassador , Jesus , were herehere-

this
here-

thisthis afternoon and would showshow-

you
show-

youyou the way to vote on thisthis-

question
this-

questionquestion ."
Marston read paragraphs fromfrom-

aa letter he hadhadreceivedreceived fromfrom-

George
from-

GeorgeGeorge Lockwood , an EskimoEskimo-
whose

Eskimo-
whosewhose home was at UnalakleetUnalakIeet ,

to dramatize the plight of thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives .
"II"1 have something to bringbring-

up
bring-

upup myself in connection withwith-

our
with-

ourour land problems , mostly ofof-

our
of-

ourour fishing camps and ourour-

homes
our-

homeshomes ," Lockwood wrote .

"AroundAround" here in Unalakleet , andand-

also
and-

alsoalso around outlying villages , wewe-

have
we-

havehave fishingfish J1g camps , from wayway-

back
way-

backback without anything to showshow-

in
show-

inin papers , claims or clearclear-

titles
clear-

titlestitles . . .11.II.. have not fished at mymy-

camp
my-

campcamp site for three seasons bebe-bebe-

cause

¬.-

cause some outfit is workingworkmgworkmg-
in

working-
inin itit.. I would suggest stronglystrongly-
wewe need to have our fishingfishing-

camps
fishing-

campscamps rights and settle itit.. . .

"WeWe" don'tdont' have any clearclear-

title
clear-

titletitle for our homes . . . " Lock-LockLock-

wood
Lock-

wood
Lock-

wood
-

wood continued , "wewe" have beenbeen-

put
been-

putput aside as Natives too long .
We young people would like toto-

see
to-

seesee our children grow up as anyany-

average
any-

averageaverage American living citizen ,
living with equal rights as whitewhite-

men
white-

menmen . "
'ThisThis"This'" is the plea that hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen coming across the desk ofof-

the
of-

thethe white man ever since hehe-

came
he-

camecame to this country ," MarstonMarston-
told

Marston-
toldtold the delegates to the convenconven-conven-
tion

conven-
tion

¬-

tion .
His amendment had nothingnothing-

toto do with aboriginal rights , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , but merely cleared title forfor-

the
for-

thethe Alaska native'snatives' camp site andand-

home
and-

homehome site .

"II" have told you the storystory-

and
'

and it is up to you ,,"" he said .

"LetLet" your conscience be youryour-

guide
your-

guideguide ."
But a number of the deledele-dele-

gates
dele-

gates
¬-

gates were concerned that Mar-MarMar-

ston's
Mar-

ston's
Mar-

ston's
-

ston'sstons' amendmentamendmellt would conveyconvey-
the

convey-
thethe entire public domain to thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives , and Marston'sMarstons' amendamend-amend-

ment
¬.-

ment failed by a vote of 16-341634- .

It would be another 16 yearsyears-

before
years-

beforebefore natives would secure theirtheir-

land
their-

landland rights . During this timetime-

Marston
time-

MarstonMarston spoke out for theirtheir-

cause
their-

causecause at every opportunity .

Some ten years ago , forfor-

example
for-

exampleexample , he came totdt the aidaid-

of
aid-

ofof the 138 Eskimos who wentwent-

out
went-

outout and took ducks and apap-apap-
peared

ap-

peared
-¬-

peared before an arresting offioffi-offioffi-

cer
offi-

cer
¬-

cer , demanding to be arrestedarrested-
and

arrested-
andand turningtuming in their own gunsguns-

in
guns-

inin protest of the arrest of twotwo-

Barrow
two-

BarrowBarrow men who had been arar-arar-

rested
ar-

rested
¬-

rested for shooting ducks andand-

geese
and-

geesegeese for subsistence , out ofof-

season
of-

seasonseasonalwaysdone, as they have always
done .

Declaring that natives huntinghunting-
for

hunting-
forfor food were exercising theirtheir-

traditional
their-

traditionaltraditional rights ," Marston oror-or¬-

ganized a drive to collect gunsguns-

for
guns-

forfor the weaponless Eskimo hunhun-hun-

ters
hun-

te
¬-

terste rs .
Today he sees a "goldengolden"gg" olden sunsun-sun-

rise
¬.-

rise coming for the nativenativ-
epeopleespecially

nativ-
epeopleespeciallypeople-especiallypeopleespecially- the Eskimo ."

He doesn'tdoesnt' agree with peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho are worried about thetie nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives having 40 million acres .

"I'mIm"'' very happy ,,"" he said . "II"I-

want
"I-

want

"
want to get it out of federalfederal-

hands
federal-

handshands . The enemy is the federalfederfederal-

government
ll-

governmentgovernment .. If we don'tdont' get itit-

the
it-

thethe federal government wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave the whole state as a wilderwilder-wilder-

ness
wilder-

ness
¬-

ness area..
"NativesNatives" ," he said . "That'sThats"That's-

us

" ''us ! "
There will be problems inmm-

ilnplementing
in-

implementingimplementingilnplementing the settlement , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , but "ifif" the natives cancan-

make
can-

makemake a worse mess than thethe-

white
the-

whitewhite man has , I'dId'' likehke to see itIt..

The federal government hashas-

spent
has-

spentspent millions of dollars from farfar-

away
far-

awayaway Washington , D.CDC. . , andandnanana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives are still living in1 hovels ."
One of his dreams now isis-

that
is-

thatthat Alaskans will develop anan-

agricultural
an-

agriculturalagricultural base for their ecoeco-eco-
nomy

eco-

nomy
-¬-

nomy . Over the past ten yearsyears-

he
years-

hehe has done experimental farmfarm-farm-

ing
¬.-

ing at North River , just back ofof-

UnaiakIeet
of-

UnalakleetUnalakleetUnaiakIeet , cultivating one acreacre-

of
acre-

ofof land .

He estimates that his landland-

has
land-

hashas produced 10 acres of potapota-pota-

toes
¬.-

toes to the acre .
Now , he said , he has askedasked-

Kent
asked-

KentKent Anderson , the manager ofof-

Covenant
of-

CovenantCovenant High School of UnaUna-

lakleet
Una-

lakleetlakleet , who has been farmingfarming-
Marston's

farming-
Marston'sMarston'sMarstons' land for him , to put
SO50 acres of land under cultivacultiva-cultiva-

tion
cultiva-

tion
¬-

tion .

"I'veIve"'' been looking for a dirtdirt-

farmer
dirt-

farmerfannerfarmer with missionary zeal andand-

have
and-

havehave found him in Kent AnderAnder-Ander-

son
Ander-

son
¬-

son ," Marston said .

His farm , he believes , willwill-

supply
will-

supplysupply all of Norton Sound andand-

Nome
and-

NomeNome with potatoes and willwill-

create
will-

createcreate hundreds of jobs forfor-

people
for-

peoplepeople .
And , he said , when the restrest-

of
rest-

ofof the world will be in need ofof-

food
of-

foodfood , Alaska natives can "farmfarm"farm-
the

"farm-
the

"
the ground , fish the rivers ", , lakeslakes-

and
lakes-

andand ocean-fulloceanfull- of fish-andfishand- bebe-

in
be-

inin fish 'nn' n chips .."
In fact , "FishFish" 'nn'0 Chips " is thethe-

title
the-

titletitle of a chapter he has addedadded-

to
added-

toto the revised version of hishis-

book
his-

bookbook , "MenMen" of the Tundra ,"
which he has just completed .

This past week , during thethe-

fur
the-

furfur rendezvous in Anchorage ,
Marston served as Grand MarMar-Mar-

shall
Mar-

shall
¬-

shall of the annual Fur RenRen-Ren-

dezvous
¬.-

dezvous Parade .

He still works in real estate inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , does some writing ,
and works with the federationfederation-
ofof natives there .

"YouYou" know Harry Carter ,

executive director of the AlaskaAlaska-

Federation
Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives ? " hehe-

asked
he-

askedasked . "He'sHes" ' a very influentialinfluential-
felJow

influential-
fellowfellowfelJow . I like working withwith-

him
with-

him.01himhim.01him01."


