
Gravel'sGravels'' Receptionist Flora to Vie in Cherry Blossum Festival
By GINGER ROGERSROGERS-

WASHINGTON

ROGERS-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON D.C-FloraD.CFloraD.CDCFloraD.CFloraB-
ergman

D.CFloraB-
ergman

. .-
Bergman may be the only AthaAtha-Atha-

bascan
Atha-

bascan
¬-

Washingtonb.CWashingtonD.Cbascan Indian in Washington
D.CDCb.CbC. . , but she loves it . SinceSmceSmce-

October
Since-

OctoberOctober , she'sshessite'ssites' been the receprecep-recep-
tionist

recep-
tionist

-¬-

tionist for the office of SenatorSenato-
rMi

Senator-
MikeMikeMice Gravel..

"It'sIts" ' fantastic ," she says , bubbubobub-bubo-

bling
bub-

bling
¬-

bling over , "I'veIve" ' met so manyman-
ypeoplethere's

man-
ypeoplethere'speoplepeople-there'speoplethere'stheres- there'stheres' so much to learn ;

about politics , the country ,

everything . "

Twenty-year-oldTwentyyearold- -- Flora anan-anan-

swers
an-

swers

¬-

swers the phones , greets all thethe-

visitors
the-

tVisitorsisitorst± . She'sShes' a favoritefav<> rite of thethe-

staffers
the-

staffersstaffers , the local policemen andand-

everyoneeveryoneveryoneeveryone else who comes withinwithin-
glimpse

within-
glimpseglimpse of her enthusiastic smile .

JustJu t recently she was namednamed-
the

named-
thethe Cherry Blossom Princess ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska and will join in withwith-

other
with-

otherother state princesses in WashWash-Wash-

ington's
¬.-

ington'singtons'' annual Cherry BlossomBlossom-

Festival
Blossom-

FestivalFestival this spring .
As for her boss , Flora has nono-

complaints
no-

complaintscomplaints .

"SenatorSenator" Gravel is great . . .

so easygoing . . . doesn'tdoesnt' get franfran-fran-

tic
¬.-

tic . He'sHes' very thoughtful andand-

considerate
and-

considerateconsiderate . "
*. One thing Flora does miss isis-

Alaska's
is-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' cold weather . WhileWhile-
local

While-
locallocal Washingtonians shiver inin-

the
in-

thethe 20 above temperature , FloraFlora-

says
Flora-

sayssays it'sits'' too hot.. Around thisthis-

time
this-

timetime back home in AllakaketAUakaket ,

it'sits'' 80 below . . . just aboutabout-

right
about-

rightright..

In addition , while she lovesloves-

the
loves-

thethe excitement of Washington ,

she misses the closeness of thethe-

folks
the-

folksfolks back home . But she'llshellshe'IIsheIIshe'IIreoshe'llre' rereore-rereo-

turn
re-

turn
¬-

turn home in AprilApr , to work onon-

a

on-

aa nursing degree , and be backback-

wIth
back-

withwith her eleven brothers andand-

sisters
and-

sisterssisters .

"PoliticsPolitics"PohtlcsPohtlcs" is interestinginterestlOg , but II-

really

I-

reallyreally want to be a nurse ,," shesiteshe-

says
site-

sayssays . "TheThe" nearest hospital toto-

my
to-

mymy home is over an hourhour-

away
hour-

awayaway . . . we need that kindkmdkmdofkindofofof-

help
of-

helphelp closer.. "

And besides , she adds withwith-

finahty
with-

finalityfinalityfinahty , "Alaska'sAlaskas" ' my home .
"


