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Editorial CommentCOllllllellt-COllllllelltConlnlent-ConlnlentCOlllllle-

lltThe

Conlnle-

ntThe

-
The Failings ofof-

State

of-

StateState Senate Bill 6161T-

he

61T-

heThe joint hearings by the House Labor and Managerl\1anagel1anageManage-ManageManage-

ment
\ -

ment Committee and the Governor'sGovernors' Equal EmployEmploy-Employ-

ment
Employ-

ment

¬-

ment Opportunity Committee , with the Senate andand-

House

and-

HouseHouse State Affairs Committee represented , focussedfocussed-

attention
focussed-

attentionattention on minority group employment in state operaopera-opera-

tions
opera-

tions

¬-

tions in the Fairbanks area . Indeed , this is a big step toto-toto-

ward

to-

ward

¬-

ward progress if follow-upfollowup- results in those problem areasareas-

that
areas-

thatthat were identified .

The hearings exposed a glaring problem however-thehoweverthehoweverthel-
ack

howeverthel-
ack

-
lack of follow-upfollowup- on the part of the state administrationadministration-

inin implementing certain acts of the legislature , specifispecifi-specifi-

cally

specifi-

cally

¬-

cally with respect to Senate Bill 61 passed by the legislalegisla-legisla-

ture
legisla-

ture

¬-

ture on March 8 , 1971 and signed into law by our GovGov-Gov-

ernor
Gov-

ernor

¬-

ernor on March 16 , 1971..

"NotNotUNot" one single person has been hiredhiredunderunder SenateSenate-

Bill

Senate-

BillBill 61 " was the report given to the hearing panel.. ItIt-

was

It-

waswas also brought out that some of the state governmentgovernment-
agencies

government-
agenciesagencies were unaware of the Bill 61 . There was alsoalso-

some

also-

somesome misunderstanding of the bill itself . This disgracedisgrace-disgrace-

ful
disgrace-

ful
-¬-

ful disclosure is not easy to take .

It is also abhorrent to us that when the legislature-legislaturelegislature-
with

legislature-
with

legislature-
with

-
with good intentions to help alleviate the critically highhigh-

unemployment
high-

unemploymentunemployment rate in rural Alaska-thatAlaskathat- no follow-upfollowupfollowup-
was

-

was done on Senate Bill 61 .

Perhaps a lack of communication caused such a disdis-dis-

mal

dis-

mal

¬-

mal failure on the part of the State . In any event , it isis-

inexcusable

is-

inexcusableinexcusable for such an important piece of legislation toto-

fail

to-

failfail so miserably . It might not be a bad idea if the StateState-

should

State-

shouldshould account to the publicpublicwhywhywhy nothing was done .

It is said that for every person that becomes gainfullygainfully-

employed
gainfully-

employedemployed , he creates six supportive jobs for other perper-per-

sons
per-

sons

¬-

sons . The Senate Bill 61 didn'tdidnt' get such a chance . ItIt-

languished

It-

languishedlanguished in the half dead atmosphere of state neglect..

If it had been dutifully applied , the bill could have imim-imim-

pacted
im-

pacted
¬-

pacted the rural people who need jobs desperately .

The hearing in Fab-banksFabbanksFairbanks- brought out possible goodgood-

things

good-

thingsthings that would benefit Alaska'sAlaskas' minorities . We hopehope-

that
hope-

thatthat a good try at follow-upfollowup- will resultrekult.. There are tootoo-

many

too-

manymany useful and meaningful possibilitiespOSS11Jilities that surfacedsurfaced-
atat the hearing to allow BUIBill 61 to fallfaU by the wayside bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause of inaction .

Rampart Village is less thanthan-

an
than-

anan hour'shours' flying time from FairFauFair-Fair-

banks

¬.-

banks . That is not very far ,

unless you are an elementaryelementary-
school

elementary-
schoolschool teacherte-acherteacher- , without anyany-

funds
any-

fundsfunds for the purpose , who

would likeltke to give some of youryour-
studenls

your-
studentsstudentsstudenls a glimpsegltmpse ofof11Ighhigh11Igh schoolschoo-
ltfe

school-

lifelifetfe! .

Last November , Miss PatriciaPatnclaPatncla-
Dauksza

Patricia-
DaukszaDauksza , the teachertsacher in RampartRampart-
Village

Rampart-
VillageVillage , began organizingorganlZlng for a

schoolschoul tripInp tolu FairbanksFatrbanks I11m11m-

was
Inshishis-

was
.

was inm response to an invitationInvllallunInvllallun-
from

invitation-
fromfrom LatluopLathrop High'sHighs' basketballbasketball-
coaches

basketball-
coachescoaches George LounsburyLuunsbury andand-

ClaIr
and-

ClairClair Markey to10 be theirthctr guestsgueslguests-

atatal any of that season'sseasons' gamesganlCS .

Also , HerblIerb Mann , manager ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe Old ClipperCltpper Gold MineMme hadhad-

volunteered
had-

volunteeredvolunteered to find lodgingslodgmgs forfor-

her
for-

tierhertier students . The lodgingslodgmgs werewere-

to
were-

toto be in10 the homes of his friendsfnends ,

not in10 the Old Clipper GoldGold-

Mme
Gold-

MineMineMme .

When told of the triptnp , thethe-

sludents
the-

studentsstudentssludents staged a cake sale andand-

ran
and-

ranran bingobmgo games to raise moneymoney-
for

money-
forfor their expenses while awayaway-

from
away-

fromfrom home . Miss DaukszaDauksza-
announced

Dauksza-
announcedannounced that everythingeverythmg waswas-

ready
was-

readyready for theIhe six eldest of herher-

thtrteen
her-

thirteenthirteenthtrteen pupils to go , ifIfonlyonlyonly-

they
only-

theythey had transportation .

At this pointpomt , Ike Weisner ,

author of 'TraderTrader"Trader'" Ike on thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon " and a store owner in101-

0Rampart

in-

RampartRampart , collaborated with TomTom-

Olsen
Tom-

OlsenOlsen to Fort Yukon Air ServiceSeTVlce ,,

to arrange a free round-triproundtripround.tnproundtnp-. forfor-

the
for-

thethe group .

Three months after they hadhad-

decided
had-

decideddecided to come , the delighteddelIghted-
Rampart

delighted-
RampartRampart students flew }intonto FairFatrFair-Fair-

banks

¬.-

banks.. The Musk-OxMuskOx-- farm , thethe-

Universtty
the-

UniversityUniversityUniverstty ,. and the Old ClipperClipper-
Mme

Clipper-
MineMineMme were some of the sightssIghts-

seen
sights-

seenseen duringdunng the day timelIme , withwith-

Herb
with-

HerbHerb Mann acting as a guide .

At nightmght , thereIhere was basketball ,

as KodiakKodiakmetmet LathropLathropinin10 anan-

exciting

an-

excitingexciting two-gametwogame-- seriessenes , afterafter-

whIch
after-

whichwhich the coaches accompaniedaccompanIed-
MissMiss Dauksza'sDaukszas' pupils to dinnerdmner..

The object of the triptnp hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen , according to Miss DaukDauk-Dauk-

sza
¬.-

sza ," to show the children somesome-

of
some-

ofof the enjoyable things highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool has to offer ." She added ,

"aa" one-roomoneroomone -. room schoolhouse has itsits-

limitations
its-

limitationslimitations as far as teachingteaching-
about

teaching-
aboutabout the world beyond thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage . A trip like this is ideal.. "
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